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Court  Sets  Aside 
Body  Politic  Acquittal 


Compiled  by  Denise  Sudell 

TORONTO,  Ontario  —  A 
County  Court  judge  here  has 
ruled  that  The  Body  Politic  (TBP), 
Canada’s  gay  liberation  journal, 
must  undergo  a  new  trial  on 
charges  of  using  the  mails  to 
transmit  “immoral,  indecent,  or 
scurrilous”  material,  despite  a 
February  1979  ruling  by  Provin¬ 
cial  Court  Judge  Sydney  Harris 
that  the  magazine  was  not  guilty 
of  the  charges. 

In  his  ruling*  County  Court 
Judge  George  Ferguson  agreed 
with  all  eight  points  of  a  Crown 
(Canadian  government)  appeal  of 
the  earlier  decision.  “It’s  a  quite 
devastating  turnaround,”  TBP 
collective  member  Rick  Bebout 
told  GCN. 

The  charges  concerned  an  arti¬ 
cle  entitled  “Men  Loving  Boys 
Loving  Men,”  written  by  Gerald 
Hannon,  which  appeared  in  the 
December  1977- January  1978 
issue  of  TBP.  The  Crown  charged 
that  the  article,  which  was  an 
examination  of  pedophilia,  was 
“indecent,  immoral,  and  scurri¬ 
lous,”  and  therefore  could  not  be 
transmitted  through  the  mail 
under  Section  164  of  the  Criminal 
Code  of  Canada. 

Harris  ruled  that  in  order  to 


convict  Pink  Triangle  Press,  pub¬ 
lishers  of  TBP,  and  collective 
members  Hannon,  Ed  Jackson, 
and  Ken  Popert,  the  entire  issue' in 
question  must  be  found  “inde¬ 
cent,  immoral,  and  scurrilous.” 
Ferguson,  however,  agreed  with 
the  Crown’s  contention  that  “In 
the  case  of  a  magazine,  each  page 
or  part  must  be  judged  in  isolation 
from  the  rest  of  the  publication, 
and  it  follows  that  a  single  passage 
or  article  may  well  be  properly 
found  offensive.  It  is  not  neces¬ 
sary  that  the  entire  publication  be 
found  to  be  offensive.”  This  stan¬ 
dard,  Ferguson  said,  is  different 
from  that  applied  to  books,  which 
must  be  judged  in  their  entirety. 

According  to  Bebout,  Ferguson 
based  his  decision  in  part  on  an 
earlier  Canadian  case  concerning 
Penthouse  magazine.  The  point  of 
that  case  was  that  “it  is  not  suffi¬ 
cient  to  surround  a  dirty  picture 
with  an  article  on  foreign  policy,” 
Bebout  said. 

“That,  to  us,  is  the  most  serious 
part  of  the  ruling,”  said  Bebout, 
“because  you  can  now  be  charged 
for  mailing  the  word  ‘fuck.’  It 
may  not  come  to  quite  that,  but  he 
[Ferguson]  is  saying  that  things 
can  be  taken  out  of  context,  judg¬ 
ed  out  of  context.” 


TBP  has  been  given  30  days 
from  the  date  of  the  ruling,  Febru¬ 
ary  29,  to  decide  whether  to  accept 
a  new  trial  or  to  appeal  the  ruling 
to  the  Ontario  Court  of  Appeals. 
If  they  choose  to  accept  the  new 
trial,  they  must  decide  whether  or 
not  to  prepare  a  defense.  Such  a 
defense,  Bebout  said,  would  cost 
close  to  the  $30,000  it  took  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  defense  in  the  original 
trial.  By  refusing  to  defend  them¬ 
selves,  TBP  would  be  “making 
the  point  that  we  are  being  bled  in 
legal  fees,  and  we  can  no  longer 
afford  to  do  that,”  Bebout  said. 

But  such  a  course  would  virtu¬ 
ally  guarantee  a  conviction  for 
TBP,  and  “ignores  the  fact  that 
legal  precedents  would  get  estab¬ 
lished  which  could  be  used  agains  t 
us  in  the  future.  We  don’t  want 
the  law  to  limit  any  more  than  it 
has  to  what  we  can  actually 
print,”  Bebout  pointed  out. 

The  collective’s  choice  will  be 
made  following  an  open  meeting 
of  the  Toronto  gay  community; 
Bebout  said  that  he  expected  that 
they  would  choose  to  appeal  the 
decision  to  the  Ontario  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Should  TBP  lose  either  the 
appeal  or  the  trial  itself,  they 

Continued  on  Page  3 


Photo  courtesy  Body  Politic 

Defendants  Ed  Jackson,  Ken  Popert  and  Gerald  Hanson  posed, 
glowing  with  their  attorney  Clayton  Pope  (front)  after  the  Body  Politic 
was  acquitted  last  year.  That  acquittal  has  been  set  aside. 

Windows  Protests 
Planned  Nationally 


Another  Anti-Gay  Campaign 
For  Washington  State? 


Compiled  by  Dan  Daniel 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  One  of  the 
two  Seattle  police  officers  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  anti-gay  Initiative  13 
of  1978,  David  Estes,  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  stir  up  anti-gay  sentiment 
once  again.  This  time  Estes’  ef¬ 
forts  are  not  confined  to  the  city 
of  Seattle,  as  in  the  case  of  Initia¬ 
tive  13,  but  are  aimed  instead  at 
the  entire  state  of  Washington. 

At  the  time  of  Initiative  13, 
which  was  introduced  in  February 
1978,  Estes  and  fellow  officer 
Dennis  Falk  were  part  of  an  or¬ 
ganization  called  Save  Our  Moral 
Ethics  (SOME),  which  promoted 
the  measure  in  Seattle.  The  initia¬ 
tive  sought  to  repeal  the  city’s 
Open  Housing  Ordinance  of  1971 
and  the  Fair  Employment  Ordin¬ 
ance  of  1974,  both  of  which  pro¬ 
hibited  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  race,  color,  sex,  marital  status, 
sexual  orientation,  political  ideol¬ 
ogy,  age,  creed,  religion,  ancestry, 
and  national  origin.  It  also  sought 
the  transfer  of  the  powers  of  the 
Office  of  Women’s  Rights,  which 
was  charged  with  handling  cases 
of  discrimination  based  on  sex 
and  marital  status,  to  the  already 
overburdened  Department  of  Hu¬ 
man  Rights. 

Falk,  a  long-time  member  of 
the  John  Birch  Society,  and  Estes 
expressed  a  desire  at  the  time  to 
strike  down  ordinances  protective 
of  the  rights  of  all  minorities, 
stating  in  1978  that  Initiative  13 
was  “only  the  beginning.”  Estes 
shared  Falk’s  view  of  work  on  the 
police  department’s  tactical 
squad:  “We  used  to  call  it  the 
queer  detail  because  we  worked  on 
queers,  prostitution,  and  narcot¬ 
ics.  The  three  are  interrelated.” 

Initiative  13  was  strongly  op¬ 
posed  by  Seattle  Mayor  Charles 
Royer  and  the  City  Council.  The 
Council  reluctantly  accepted  the 
measure  for  the  ballot,  as  SOME 
had  collected  enough  valid  signa¬ 
tures  to  have  it  placed  as  a  refer¬ 


endum  question.  At  the  time,  City 
Councilor  Michael  Hildt  said,  “I 
believe  this  measure  stems  from 
the  darkest  side  of  human  behav¬ 
ior,  which  has  brought  us  from 
witch-hunts  to  Nazi  Germany  to 
McCarthyism.”  Estes  demanded 
an  apology  from  the  City  Council. 
He  was  refused.  After  all  the  votes 
had  been  cast,  Initiative  13  had 
been  defeated  by  a  margin  of  65 
percent  to  35  percent. 

Now  David  Estes  has  it  in  mind 
to  broaden  his  scope.  Instead  of 
trying  to  accomplish  his  aims  only 
in  Seattle,  he  wants  to  put  the  is¬ 
sues  to  all  the  voters  in  the  state. 

According  to  Roger  Winters, 
co-president  of  Washington’s 
largest  gay  rights  organization,  the 
Dorian  Group,  what  Estes  hopes 
to  accomplish  this  time  is  the  out¬ 
lawing  of  sodomy,  fellatio,  necro¬ 
philia,  pedophilia,  and  bestiality. 
Further,  he  wants  no  funding 
granted  to  groups  or  individuals 
who  advocate  or  support  such  ac¬ 
tivity.  He  wants  to  raise  the  age  of 
consent  from  16  to  18  “for  sexual 
purposes.”  He  also  wants  to  make 
it  illegal  to  patronize  a  prostitute 
who  is  under  the  age  of  18. 

“We’re  somewhat  skeptical 
about  his  chances,”  Winters  said. 
“It  would  not  likely  reach  the 
legislature  until  1981  —  if  then.” 
Winters  emphasized  that  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  Dorian  Group  is  one  of 
watchfulness,  stating  that  “we’re 
not  going  to  publicize  it  for  him. 
That’s  his  job.” 

He  told  GCN  that  Estes  must  go 
about  the  business  of  gathering 
valid  signatures  on  a  petition  once 
again,  just  as  he  had  to  do  with 
Initiative  13.  If  he  collects  enough 
signatures,  the  petition  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  state  legislature  and 
from  there  it  will  go  on  the  ballot 
to  face  the  voters.  “We’re  not 
frightened,”  Winters  declared, 
“and  we  don’t  feel  it’s  time  for 
any  specific  activity.”  Winters 
said  that  so  far  Estes  has  been 


acting  as  an  individual,  speculat¬ 
ing  that  he  will  probably  seek  the 
support  of  SOME. 

That  feeling  appeared  to  be 
echoed  by  a  worker  at  Seattle’s 
Gay  Community  Center,  Dennis 
Raymond,  who  expressed  his  im¬ 
pression  that  Estes  was  “walking 
the  thing  around  the  block,”  try¬ 
ing  to  gauge  the  mood  of  the 
people.  Raymond  told  GCN  that 
Estes  has,  in  fact,  approached 
some  legislators  about  his  propos¬ 
al  with  an  eye  to  getting  it  placed 
on  the  ballot  next  year. 

Estes  himself  was  not  available 
for  comment.  It  is  uncertain  what 
his  next  move  will  be,  but  Seattle’s 
lesbian  and  gay  male  communities 
are  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  his 
activities. 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 
BOSTON,  MA  —  Protests 
against  the  movie  “Windows,” 
which  portrays  a  lesbian  as  a 
psychotic  killer,  were  being 
planned  around  the  country  to 
coincide  with  the  film’s  general 
opening  on  Friday,  March  7,  as 
GCN  went  to  press  . 

According  to  Arthur  Reiman,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  New  York 
offices  of  United  Artists,  which 
produced  “Windows,”  the  movie 
was  scheduled  to  open  that  eve¬ 
ning  at  approximately  150  theaters 
across  the  nation.  He  based  this 
estimation  on  the  fact  that  150 
prints  of  the  movie  were  ordered 
by  UA.  In  contrast, the  UA  films 
“Rocky”  and  “Moonraker”  first 
opened  at  about  800  theater?,  Rei¬ 
man  said. 

“Windows”  originally  opened 
on  a  limited  basis  in  New  York, 
Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Seattle, 
and  Toronto  in  mid-January;  its 
plot,  concerning  a  “psychotic 
lesbian”  who  hires  a  man  to  rape 
her  best  friend,  presumably  to 
drive  the  straight  friend  into  her 
arms  for  comfort,  was  met  with 
protests,  among  with  unfavorable 
reviews  (see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  Nos. 
26-28). 

Reiman  told  GCN  that  in  those 
original  markets,  the  movie  was 
doing  “not  so  good.”  Asked  how 
he  felt  about  the  protests,  Reiman 
said,  “I  haven’t  seen  the  movie; 


there  isn’t  time  to  see  every  movie 
we  do,  so  I  have  no  comment.” 
However,  he  did  go  on  to  com¬ 
ment  that  “You  won’t  get  an  un¬ 
biased  opinion  about  ‘Windows’ 
from  a  UA  representative  —  the 
whole  world  is  crazy,  you  know.” 

UA  believes,  Reiman  said,  that 
“the  protesters  have  exaggerated 
the  truth.  Life  imitates  art  and  the 
movie  reflects  what  people  are.” 

Protests  Planned 

Many  of  the  same  coalitions 
which  recently  organized  protests 
against  “Cruising,”  another  UA 
film  which  has  been  criticized  as 
being  anti-gay,  have  called  for 
pickets  and  protests  at  the  general 
opening  of  “Windows.”  GCN 
spoke  to  organizers  in  a  number 
of  cities  to  see  what  they  had 
planned. 

Philadelphia  —  “Windows” 
opened  in  this  city  on  March  7  at 
the  Budco-owned  Midtown  The¬ 
ater  in  center  city.  Members  of  a 
coalition  including  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force 
and  Women  Against  Violence 
Against  Women  (WAVAW), 
among  others,  planned  a  legal 
demonstration  and  picket  with 
leafletting  at  the  theater  starting 
Friday  and  continuing  throughout 
the  weekend.  According  to  Rita 
Addessa,  executive  director  of  the 
task  force,  the  coalition  has  also 
sent  representatives  to  various 
Continued  on  page  6 


Gay  Man  Denied  Citizenship 


Compiled  by  Dan  Daniel 

ALEXANDRIA,  VA  —  A  gay 
man  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  from  Germany  in  1967  has 
had  his  application  for  citizenship 
rejected  by  a  federal  judge  be¬ 
cause  of  his  homosexuality. 

Horst  Nemetz,  formerly  of 
Frankfurt,  requested  a  ruling 
from  the  United  States  District 
Court  after  he  was  denied  citizen¬ 
ship  by  the  Immigration  and  Nat¬ 
uralization  Service  (INS),  which 
asserted  that  Nemetz  had  failed  to 
prove  he  was  “of  good  moral 
character.” 

In  a  three-page  decision  District 
Court  Judge  Oren  R.  Lewis  refer¬ 
red  to  homosexuality  as  “licen¬ 
tious  living  .  .  .  likely  to  lead  to 
.  .  .  moral  decay.”  He  concluded 
that  Nemetz  “failed  to  establish 
that  he  has  been  for  the  past  five 
years  a  person  of  good  moral 
character.” 

In  a  routine  investigation  into 
Nemetz’  background,  it  was  dis¬ 


closed  by  his  former  employer 
that  he  is  gay.  When  questioned 
about  the  allegation  by  INS  repre¬ 
sentatives,  Nemetz  was  advised  by 
his  attorney  to  plead  the  Fifth 
Amendment,  as  sodomy  is  a  fel¬ 
ony  in  Virginia  and  is  considered  a 
crime  of  “moral  turpitude.” 

Virginia’s  sodomy  laws  are 
among  the  harshest  in  the  nation 
and  make  no  distinction  between 
public  and  private  sexual  acts,  an 
aspect  which  has  played  a  key  role 
in  cases  in  states  such  as  New 
York,  Oregon,  and  California. 
Such  cases  have  resulted  in  declar¬ 
ations  that  certain  consensual 
sexual  acts  in  private  should  not 
be  considered  criminal  offenses. 

Lewis  made  his  ruling  in  spite  of 
a  precedent  established  in  1971  in 
New  York  in  In  Re  Labady,  in 
which  a  Federal  District  Court 
held  that  “an  individual  who  is 
gay  can  nevertheless  be  natural¬ 
ized,”  according  to  Jerel  McCrary 
of  the  San  Francisco-based  public 


interest  law  firm  Gay  Rights  Ad¬ 
vocates,  which  has  done  extensive 
legal  work  in  the  area  of  immigra¬ 
tion  and  naturalization.  However, 
because  there  is  no  distinction  in 
Virginia  between  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  acts,  Lewis  disallowed  that 
precedent. 

The  INS  continues  to  exclude 
lesbian  and  gay  male  aliens  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation,  but  it 
has  been  unclear  whether  the  same 
basis  for  exclusion  can  be  applied 
to  a  person  seeking  to  become  a 
naturalized  American  citizen.  The 
decision  is  expected  to  have  a 
strong  impact  on  the  ambiguous 
criteria  for  citizenship  for  INS 
attorneys. 

Nemetz  had  no  comment  on  the 
ruling.  Lawyers  for  Nemetz  and 
for  the  government  said  the  ruling 
probably  will  be  appealed  to  the 
Fourth  Circuit  and  “right  up  to 
the  Supreme  Court  if  necessary.” 
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quote  of  the  week 

“De  [Emile  de  Antonio]  was  such  good  friends 
with  both  Jasper  [Johns]  and  Bob  [Rauschenberg] 
that  I  figured  he  could  probably  tell  me  something  I'd 
been  wanting  to  know  for  a  long  time:  Why  didn’t  they 
like  me?  Every  time  I  saw  them,  they  cut  me  dead.  De 
said,  ‘Okay,  Andy,  if  you  really  want  to  hear  it  straight, 
I’ll  lay  it  out  for  you.  You’re  too  swish,  and  that  upsets 
them. . . .  The  major  painters  try  to  look  straight;  you 
play  up  the  swish  —  it’s  like  an  armor  with  you.’ 

“There  was  nothing  I  could  say  to  that.  It  was  all 
too  true. . . .  You’d  have  to  have  seen  the  way  all  the 
Abstract  Expressionist  painters  carried  themselves 
and  the  kinds  of  images  they  cultivated  to  under¬ 
stand  how  shocked  people  were  to  see  a  painter 
coming  on  swish.  I  certainly  wasn’t  a  butch  kind  of 
guy  by  nature,  but  I  must  admit  I  went  out  of  my  way 
to  play  up  the  other  extreme.’’ 

—  Painter  Andy  Warhol,  writing  “On  the  Origins 
of  Pop  Art  and  Other  Matters,”  in  New  York  maga¬ 
zine,  March  3,  1980 


gay  student  group’s  suit  revived 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  A  suit  filed  nearly  three  years  ago 
against  Texas  A&M  University  over  the  denying  of  of¬ 
ficial  status  to  a  gay  student  group  will  be  returned  to 
district  court  for  a  hearing,  reports  the  University  of 
Texas  at  Austin’s  student  newspaper,  the  Daily 
Texan. 

The  Fifth  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  has  over¬ 
turned  District  Judge  Ross  Sterling’s  dismissing  the 
suit,  filed  against  Texas  A&M  by  the  Gay  Student 
Services  Organization  (GSSO)  in  March  1977. 

GSSO  filed  the  suit  because  the  school  refused 
to  grant  official  recognition  as  a  registered  student 
organization  to  the  group’s  Gay  Crisis  Hot  Line. 
School  administrators  claimed  that  because  homo¬ 
sexual  activity  is  illegal  in  Texas,  it  would  be  inap¬ 
propriate  for  the  school  to  support  a  group  which 
promoted  illegal  activity. 

On-campus  status  would  save  GSSO  off-campus 
rent  and  maintenance  costs  for  the  hotline. 

District  Judge  Ross  N.  Sterling  dismissed  the 
suit,  but  Sterling’s  decision  was  overturned  by  the 
Circuit  Court,  which  ruled  that  the  group  was  entitled 
to  bring  the  suit. 


dutch  bishops  urge  acceptance  of  gays 

MT.  RANIER,  MD  —  An  official  agency  of  the 
Dutch  hierarchy  has  published  a  discussion  docu¬ 
ment  approved  by  the  bishops  of  the  Netherlands 
which  strongly  rejects  social  discrimination  against 
homosexuals  and  labels  attempts  to  justify  such 
practices  with  appeals  to  biblical  and  church  teach¬ 
ings  as  “a  denial  of  the  fundamental  intentions  of 
religion.” 

In  an  English  translation  of  Homosexual  People 
and  Society  released  here  by  New  Ways  Ministry,  a 
Washington-based  Catholic  gay  ministry  group,  the 
Dutch  Catholic  Council  for  Church  and  Society 
claims  that  the  church  will  have  to  come  up  with 
“stronger  arguments,  if  any  exist,”  for  rejecting 
homosexual  behavior.  Published  in  August  1979,  in 
the  Netherlands,  the  document  asks  whether  a  popu¬ 
lar  Christian  bias  against  lesbians  and  gay  men  does 
not  actually  prevent  both  the  Gospel  and  the  Church” 
from  reaching  them. 

The  document  is  available  from  New  Ways  Mini¬ 
stry,  3312  Buchanan  St.  #  302,  Mt.  Ranler,  MD  20822, 
for  $2.00  per  copy. 


guccione  hustles  flynt  for  gay  sex  pic 

COLUMBUS,  OH  —  Robert  Guccione,  publisher 
of  Penthouse  magazine,  has  been  awarded  $39.4  mil¬ 
lion  in  his  $80  million  libel  and  invasion  of  privacy 
suit  against  Hustler  magazine  and  its  owner,  Larry 
Flynt. 

Although  Guccione  contended  that  Flynt  had  at¬ 
tacked  him  in  Hustler  since  the  first  issue  of  the 
magazine  six  years  ago,  the  Franklin  County  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  Court  jury  was  instructed  to  consider  dam¬ 
ages  on  just  one  issue,  which  included  a  picture  in 
which  Guccione’s  head  was  superimposed  on  the 
body  of  a  nude  man  engaging  in  a  homosexual  act, 
according  to  United  Press  International. 


ncbg  to  hold  detroit  conference 

DETROIT,  Ml  —  A  conference  of  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Gays  (NCBG)  will  be  held  here  from 
Friday,  March  28  until  Sunday,  March  30,  1980.  The 
purpose  of  the  conference  will  be  threefold:  to  as¬ 
sess  national  and  local  black  lesbian/gay  organiza¬ 
tions,  to  develop  goals  and  projects  for  NCBG,  and  to 
ratify  NCBG’s  bylaws  in  terms  of  structure,  projects, 
membership,  leadership,  etc. 

The  Detroit  Coalition  of  Black  Gays  will  host  the 
conference.  For  more  information,  contact  Deborah 
Posey,  (313)  868-1069,  or  Sylvia  Robinson,  (313) 
868-2523. 


more  news  about  cruising 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  Gay  Activist  Steve  Askinazy 
has  filed  a  $1  million  suit  against  New  York  City, 
alleging  that  he  was  assaulted  and  “tortured"  by  the 
police  last  summer  during  a  demonstration  against 
the  filming  of  the  movie  Cruising,  the  New  York 
Times  reports. 

Askinazy,  30,  a  social  worker,  said  at  a  news  con¬ 
ference  that  what  happened  to  him  last  Aug.  30  was 
“so  horrible  I  would  hope  I  could  prevent  it  from 
happening  to  anyone  else.” 

He  contends  in  the  suit  that  he  was  pummeled 
and  otherwise  physically  abused  during  the  demon¬ 
stration  and  afterward,  leading  to  his  hospitalization 
for  a  concussion  and  internal  injuries.  He  is  being 
represented  in  the  suit  by  the  American  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  (ACLU). 

Representatives  of  United  Artists,  the  studio 
which  produced  Cruising,  meanwhile,  report  that  the 
picture  broke  house  box  office  records  in  Manhattan 
and  registered  business  from  good  to  excellent 
during  its  first  four  days  of  release.  But  one  studio 
representative  said  that  “we’ll  have  to  wait  to  see 
how  business  holds  up  after  the  voyeurs  have  seen  it 
and  we  have  to  depend  on  the  average  movie  going 
crowds.” 


the  great  american  lesbian  art  show 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Women  organizing  for  the 
Great  American  Lesbian  Art  Show  (GALAS)  here  will 
be  meeting  every  Saturday.  For  location  of  the  meet¬ 
ings  and/or  further  information,  call  787-1441,  or 
send  a  SASE  to  GCN,  Box  225. 


calif,  gay  rights  bill  dead 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  AB1,  a  bill  to  end  employ¬ 
ment  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence,  has  died  here  in  the  California  Assembly,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  San  Francisco  Examiner. 

The  bill,  sponsored  by  Assembly  member  Art 
Agnos  (D-San  Francisco),  was  passed  by  the  Assem¬ 
bly  Ways  and  Means  Committee  in  mid-January,  but 
was  not  brought  up  on  the  floor  before  the  end  of  the 
legislative  session. 

A  similar  bill  in  the  state’s  senate  was  defeated 
by  the  Industrial  Relations  Committee,  a  defeat 
which  Agnos  said  hurt  the  chances  of  his  bill  in  the 
Assembly. 

The  bills  would  have  made  it  an  unfair  labor  prac¬ 
tice  to  discriminate  in  hiring,  firing,  or  promoting  a 
person  solely  because  of  sexual  preference.  Those 
who  felt  themselves  to  be  the  victims  of  such  dis¬ 
crimination  would  have  had  recourse  under  the  Fair 
Employment  Practices  Commission  hearing  proce¬ 
dures. 


s.f.  gays  to  boycott  chronicle 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  Gay  activists  here  plan 
to  boycott  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  one  of  the 
city’s  major  daily  newspapers,  as  a  result  of  the 
paper’s  publication  of  allegedly  anti-gay  columns. 

The  offensive  columns  included  three  written  by 
Scott  Newhall,  a  former  editor  of  the  Chronicle,  at¬ 
tacking  the  city’s  mayor,  Dianne  Feinstein,  and  the 
local  gay  community.  Also  cited  as  a  reason  for  the 
boycott  was  a  series  of  columns  entitled  “Sex  in  the 
Streets”  written  by  Chronicle  staffer  Charles 
McCabe. 

Activist  Randy  Stallings  told  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Area  Reporter  that  the  columns  were  published 
“to  provoke  enough  controversy  to  increase  its  (the 
Chronicle's)  readership”  and  called  the  columns 
“vicious,  distorted  pieces  of  yellow  journalism  de¬ 
signed  to  encourage  bigotry  and  civic  disunity.” 


anti-abortion  law  ruled  unconstitutional 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA  —  A  federal  judge  has  ruled 
that  most  of  the  provisions  of  Louisiana’s  anti¬ 
abortion  law  are  unconstitutional. 

Judge  Robert  Collins  left  standing  only  minor 
provisions  in  the  law,  which  was  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
strictive  in  the  nation,  according  to  the  Associated 
Press.  Collins,  who  took  a  year  to  reach  the  decision, 
said  that  he  reviewed  the  law  in  the  light  of  the  1973 
ruling  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  that  under  the  con¬ 
stitutional  right  to  privacy,  a  woman  may  make  her 
own  decision  regarding  abortion  during  the  first  three 
months  of  pregnancy. 

The  controversy  centered  on  a  requirement  that 
before  a  woman  could  be  permitted  an  abortion,  she 
had  to  be  informed  that  her  fetus  had  become  a 
human  life  at  the  instant  that  the  sperm  contacted 
the  egg.  Collins  said  that  legal  precedent  established 
that  the  state  may  not  claim  that  life  begins  at  the 
moment  of  conception. 

The  Louisiana  law  was  passed  in  1978,  but  Col¬ 
lins  suspended  it  before  it  took  effect. 


sexual  harassment  bill  ok’d  in  conn. 

HARTFORD,  CT  —  Women  who  complain  of 
sexual  harassment  would  be  protected  from  being 
fired  under  a  major  piece  of  legislation  unanimously 
approved  by  the  Connecticut  state  legislature’s 
Labor  and  Public  Employees  Committee. 

The  committee  voted  11-0  to  approve  the  bill, 
which  adds  sexual  harassment  to  the  state’s  anti- 
discrimination  law  and  makes  it  punishable  under  the 
Unfair  Labor  Practices  Act,  according  to  United  Press 
International. 

Currently,  employees  can  file  an  unfair  labor 
practice  complaint  only  if  they  have  been  fired.  The 
new  legislation  would  prohibit  an  employer  from 
firing  a  worker  who  complains  about  sexual  abuse 
“or  refuses  to  comply  with  such  demands.” 


district  attorney  appeals  onofre 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund,  Inc.,  has  announced  that  the  District 
Attorney  of  Onondaga  County,  New  York,  has  filed  an 
appeal  of  the  Jan.  24  decision  in  the  case  of  People  v 
Onofre.  That  decision,  which  was  handed  down  by 
the  Appellate  Division,  Fourth  Department,  directly 
affecting  the  20  counties  of  the  Western  Tier  of  the 
State,  held  that  the  New  York  sodomy  law  was  uncon¬ 
stitutional  as  a  violation  of  a  citizen’s  right  to  privacy. 
The  New  York  sodomy  law,  Section  130.38  of  the 
Penal  Law,  prohibits  oral  and  anal  sex  between  con¬ 
senting  adults  not  married  to  each  other. 

The  appeal  to  the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals, 
the  highest  court  of  the  State,  was  filed  by  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Attorney  on  March  3,  the  last  possible  date  for 
appeal. 

Margot  Karle,  who  represented  the  defendant  on 
behalf  of  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund 
as  co-counsel  with  Bonnie  Strunk  of  Syracuse, 
stated:  “If  the  Court  of  Appeals  upholds  the  decision 
of  the  Appellate  Division,  it  will  mean  that  consenting 
sex  between  unmarried  adults  in  private,  whether 
homosexual  or  heterosexual,  will  be  legal  in  all  of 
New  York  State.  In  1977,  the  New  York  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  indicated  it  had  serious  doubts  about  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  this  law.  Therefore,  we  are  hopeful 
that  the  highest  New  York  court  will  now  find  the  sod¬ 
omy  law  unconstitutional.” 

Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund, 
Inc.,  is  a  not-for-profit  corporation,  authorized  to 
practice  law  by  New  York  State  and  organized  to 
achieve  full  recognition  of  the  civil  rights  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 


dc  feminists  to  hold  economic  teach-in 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  DC  Area  Feminist  Al¬ 
liance  is  sponsoring  an  all  day  teach-in  on  “The 
Capitalist  System:  Economic  Theory  for  Activists”  on 
April  5, 1980.  The  teach-in  is  open  to  feminists,  com¬ 
munity  activists,  and  other  progressive  people  inter¬ 
ested  in  understanding  the  U.S.  economy,  and  inter¬ 
preting  our  present  economic  situation,  and  its 
impact  on  social  change  movements. 

Speakers  in  the  morning  will  focus  on  a  compari¬ 
son  of  the  basics  of  Marxist  and  capitalist  econom¬ 
ics.  Early  afternoon  workshops  will  be  on  labor 
economics,  international  economics,  role  of  govern¬ 
ment  under  capitalism,  and  contradictions  in  an  ad¬ 
vanced  capitalist  economy.  The  late  afternoon  panel 
discussion  is  entitled  “Sexism-Racism-Imperialism- 
Capitalism  —  How  does  each  feed  the  other,  and 
How  does  each  function  separately?”  The  evening 
panel  discussions  will  focus  on  questions  of  Stra¬ 
tegic  Activism  for  the  ’80s.  Community  activists  from 
such  areas  as  housing,  labor,  anti-nuke  work  and  the 
women’s  movement  will  discuss  practical  applica¬ 
tions  for  radical  political  economic  analysis  in  their 
organizing  work. 

The  Teach-In  will  be  Saturday,  April  5,  1980,  10 
a.m.-9:30  p.m.  at  the  All  Souls  Church,  16th  and  Har¬ 
vard  Streets,  NW.  Registration  is  $6.50  and  includes 
dinner  and  child  care.  To  register  send  your  name,  ad¬ 
dress,  phone  number,  request  for  childcare,  and  reg¬ 
istration  fee  to:  DC  Area  Feminist  Alliance,  1319  F 
Street,  NW,  Suite  1004,  Washington,  DC  20004. 

The  Teach-In  Is  open  to  women  and  men. 


glad  needs  legal  help' 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders  (GLAD)  will  be  submitting  an  amicus 
curiae  (friend  of  the  court)  brief  in  a  lesbian  mother 
case  now  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  which 
is  the  highest  court  in  Massachusetts.  This  case  is  of 
great  importance  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  since 
the  outcome  will  determine  whether  sexual 
preference  is  a  ground  in  and  of  itself  for  the  denial  of 
custody  to  a  natural  parent.  GLAD  seeks  the  help  of 
lawyers,  law  students,  legal  workers  who  can  give 
some  time  to  work  on  this  brief.  This  is  a  chance  for 
lesbian  and  gay  people  in  the  legal  profession  to  use 
their  skills  to  further  the  cause  of  gay  rights  under 
the  law.  For  information  call  Cindy  Rizzo,  (617) 
254-4454  evenings. 
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Cutsinger  Convicted 
of  Murder  One 


Compiled  by  Dan  Daniel 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  Roger  Lee 
Cutsinger,  who  made  national 
news  last  fall  when  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  U.S.  Army  be¬ 
cause  he  is  gay,  has  been  convicted 
of  first  degree  murder  in  the  death 
of  his  roommate,  Larry  Duerksen. 

Deputy  King  County  Prosecut¬ 
or  Gregory  P.  Canova  called  29 
witnesses  during  the  one-week 
trial;  Defense  Attorney  Carl 
Hultman  called  none,  instead 
arguing  that  the  state’s  case, 
which  was  admittedly  circum¬ 
stantial,  was  constructed  of 
“theory  and  fantasy.”  Hultman 
contended  that  the  prosecutor  had 
failed  to  establish  Cutsinger’s 
guilt. 

King  County  Superior  Court 
Judge  James  J.  Dore  delivered  a 
sharply  worded  verdict,  stating 
that  Cutsinger  had  “planned  at 
some  length,  carried  out  his  plan, 
and  executed”  Duerksen  last  De¬ 
cember  in  order  to  collect  on  a 
$500,000  life  insurance  policy  on 
his  roommate’s  life.  Dore  had 
earlier  denied  a  defense  motion 


for  dismissal  on  the  grounds  of 
circumstantial  evidence. 

Duerksen  was  shot  three  times 
at  close  range  with  a  .32  caliber 
weapon  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  14 
as  he  crossed  the  campus  of  the 
University  of  Washington.  He 
died  shortly  after  arrival  at  Har- 
borview  Medical  Center.  There 
were  no  eyewitnesses  to  the  shoot¬ 
ing  and  the  murder  weapon  was 
never  found. 

Cutsinger  indicated  to  police 
that  he  had  purchased  a  .32  cal¬ 
iber  gun. on  the  day  of  the  shoot¬ 
ing,  but  he  said  that  he  never  used 
it,  stating  that  he  had  thrown  it 
off  a  bridge.  The  records  of  a  taxi 
company  show  that  a  man  was 
picked  up  at  Cutsinger’s  address 
at  7:12  p.m.  the  day  of  the  mur¬ 
der,  further  showing  that  the  pas¬ 
senger  was  taken  to  the  bridge 
indicated  by  Cutsinger  in  his  state¬ 
ment. 

Approximately  a  week  before 
Duerksen’s  murder  Cutsinger 
took  out  a  $500,000  life  insurance 
policy  on  his  roommate  and  a  pol¬ 
icy  on  himself  in  the  amount  of 


Indiana  Man  Convicted 
In  “Pick-Up”  Murder 


SGN  photo  by  Vaughan 

Roger  Cutsinger 

$100,000.  Witnesses  at  the  trial 
testified  that  the  men  named  each 
other  as  beneficiaries  and  that 
Cutsinger  paid  $3,200  in  pre¬ 
miums  in  “stacks  of  money” 
from  his  briefcase. 

Cutsinger  has  consistently  de¬ 
nied  the  allegations  of  murder.  It 
is  alleged,  however,  that  he 
changed  his  story  several  times 
between  the  time  of  his  arrest  and 
the  time  of  the  trial.  Neither  Hult¬ 
man  nor  Canova  returned  phone 
calls  from  GCN.  , 

The  prosecution  did  not  seek 
the  death  penalty,  as  the  murder 
does  not  fall  within  the  strict 
definition  of  “aggravated  homi¬ 
cide.”  Cutsinger  faces  a  term  of 
up  to  life  in  prison. 


Compiled  by  Maida  Tilchen 

BLOOMINGTON,  IN  —  An 
Indiana  man  has  been  found 
guilty  of  murdering  a  man  he  met 
in  a  gay  bar  and  went  home  with. 

On  September  8,  1979,  Gary 
Swafford  met  William  Robinson 
in  a  gay  bar  in  Bloomington.  They 
went  to  Robinson’s  home,  where 
they  were  apparently  about  to 
have  sex  when  Swafford  shot 
Robinson  with  a  .32  caliber  re¬ 
volver.  Robinson  remained  con¬ 
scious  long  enough  to  talk  to  the 
ambulance  drivers,  but  died  two 
days  later  of  the  wound.  Now 
Swafford  has  been  convicted  of 
Robinson’s  murder,  and  faces  a 
thirty  to  sixty  year  sentence. 

During  his  trial,  Swafford 
claimed  that  he  was  insane  at  the 
time  of  the  shooting,  and  that  he 
acted  because  Robinson  made  a 
sexual  advan  e.  Swafford  says  that 
Robinson  was  nude  when  he  made 
the  advance,  and  that  he  (Swaf¬ 
ford)  shot  him  in  the  back  of  the 
head  when  he  (Robinson)  turned 
away.  He  claims  to  have  then 
helped  Robinson  into  bed  and 
called  an  ambulance  before  leav¬ 
ing  the  scene.  Swafford  turned 


Liberalized  Laws  Still  Pose  Problems 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  Recent 
court  cases  and  police  practices 
demonstrate  that  although  Ohio’s 
laws  covering  sexual  conduct  were 
liberalized  recently,  current  stat¬ 
utes  on  the  books  in  the  Buckeye 
State  still  pose  real  dangers  to 
some  citizens  —  gay  and  straight. 

Informed  sources  have  claimed 
in  interviews  with  GCN  that  cer¬ 
tain  police  officers  are  using  ques¬ 
tionable  tactics  to  enforce  Ohio’s 
“public  indecency”  law,  and  that 
the  Hamilton  County  Prosecut¬ 
or’s  Office  is  giving  special  treat¬ 
ment  to  cases  involving  sex  acts 
between  youths  and  older  people. 

Disposition  of  same-sex  sexual 
conduct  cases  had  differed,  de¬ 
pending  upon  attorneys  strategies 
and  judges’  attitudes.  And  what 
constitutes  a  “sexual  crime”  dif¬ 
fers  from  state  to  state  in  this  tri¬ 
state  region. 

Cases  in  point 

Sources  say  Cincinnati  Park 
Police  are  working  undercover  in 
and  around  the  Burnet  Woods 
men’s  room;  one  defendant  claims 
entrapment.  Another  reliable 
source  says  police  in  nearby  Nor¬ 
wood  are  photographing  men  us¬ 
ing  the  Surrey  Square  restroom 
through  a  peep-hole;  the  defen¬ 
dant,  who  says  he  is  not  gay,  was 
busted  for  allegedly  masturbating 
in  the  door-less  stall. 

Three  recent  convictions  of  men 
charged  with  felony  gross  sexual 
imposition  (GSI)  point  out  the 
perils  of  older  men  having  sex 
with  teenagers  and  younger  chil¬ 
dren.  A  Silverton  man  was  con¬ 
victed  in  late  January  of  GSI  and 
rape  in  connection  with  abuse  of 
eight  suburban  children  under  13; 
his  wife  pleaded  guilty  in  a  plea¬ 
bargaining  arrangement  to  at¬ 
tempted  complicity  in  GSI.  In  an¬ 
other  case  settled  late  last  month, 
a  man  charged  with  GSI  plea-bar- 
gained  to  a  misdemeanor  sexual 
imposition,  and  then  was  given  a 
suspended  sentence. 

Details  of  the  cases  are  enlight¬ 
ening. 

Gene,  charged  by  park  police, 
told  GCN  he  was  followed  into 
the  Burnet  Woods  restroom  by  a 
man  who  then  crouched  down  on 
the  floor  and  made  sucking  noises 
while  Gene  sat  on  the  toilet.  He 
claims  there  was  no  sexual,  or 
even  verbal,  contact,  yet  the  man, 
an  undercover  police  officer 
named  Neil  Zollner,  called  in  a 
fellow  officer,  arrested  Gene  for 
public  indecency,  and  said  he  was 
masturbating  in  the  door-less 


stall. 

Gene  was  urged  by  his  attorney 
to  plead  not  guilty,  a  strategy  that 
will  enable  his  lawyer  to  talk  to  the 
prosecutor  and  judge,  learn  their 
attitude  to  such  cases,  and  then 
negotiate  a  change  in  plea  and  a 
fine.  The  fourth  degree  misde¬ 
meanor  prohibits  reckless  expos¬ 
ing  of  private  parts  that  can  be 
viewed  by  or  would  affront  people 
not  part  of  the  defendant’s  house¬ 
hold,  masturbation,  or  conduct 
that  could  be  considered  by  an 
ordinary  observer  as  such.  It  car¬ 
ries  a  possible  30-day  sentence  and 
a  $250  fine. 

The  source  who  tipped  GCN  to 
the  Norwood  arrest  for  public  in¬ 
decency  criticized  the  police  peep¬ 
ing  as  “disgusting  surreptitious 
surveillance”  that  ought  to  be 
challenged.  The  source  said  Nor¬ 
wood  Mayor  Donald  Prues  has 
been  handing  out  “steep”  $200 
fines  in  such  cases,  so  the  de¬ 
fendant  would  be  wise  to  transfer 
the  case  from  Mayor’s  court 
downtown  to  Municipal  court 
where  he  can  use  the  same  strategy 
as  Gene.  (The  Mayor’s  brother,  a 
court  clerk  and  Norwood  council¬ 
lor  at  the  time,  was  found  guilty  a 
couple  of  years  ago  of  having  sex 
with  a  14-year  old  boy  in  a  car.) 

A  Norwood  police  spokesper¬ 
son  declined  to  discuss  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  “investigative  tech¬ 
niques,”  but  mentioned  child  mo¬ 
lestation  as  a  serious  problem  in 
the  community.  The  spokesperson 
also  cited  complaints  from  parents 
whose  children  had  been  bothered 
by  adults  at  the  local  shopping 
mall. 

A  32-year  old  Silverton  man, 
Jerome  Newton,  was  convicted  of 
13  counts  of  rape  and  seven 
counts  of  GSI.  The  jury  reduced 
one  charge  of  forcible  rape  to 
rape;  Common  Pleas  Court  Judge 
Robert  Gorman  had  dismissed 
five  rape  charges  against  Newton, 
calling  him  “overcharged.” 

Rape  is  a  first  degree  felony, 
carrying  a  four-25  year  sentence 
and  a  possible  $10,000  fine.  If  the 
victim  is  under  13  and  compelled 
by  force,  it  carries  a  life  sentence. 
Rape  involves  sexual  “conduct:” 
intercourse  in  the  vagina,  anus,  or 
mouth. 

GSI  involves  touching  erogen¬ 
ous  zones,  or  sexual  “contact,” 
force  or  threats,  impairing  judge¬ 
ment  with  alcohol  or  drugs,  or 
contact  with  people  under  13,  re¬ 
gardless  of  whether  the  defendant 
knows  the  victim  is  that  young. 
GSI  is  a  fourth-degree  felony, 


with  a  six  months  to  five  year  sen¬ 
tence  and  a  $2,500  fine  possible; 
GSI  with  someone  under  13  is  a 
third-degree  felony  with  a  penalty 
of  one  to  10  years  and  a  $5,000 
fine. 

Newton’s  attorney,  Wilbur 
Outlaw,  had  no  trouble  proving 
that  several  of  the  victims  re¬ 
turned  to  Newton’s  house  across 
from  their  Catholic  elementary 
school  time  and  time  again.  The 
children,  one  girl  as  young  as 
eight,  testified  tearfully  that  they 
went  there  for  soda  pop,  pornog¬ 
raphy,  posing  nude,  oral  sex,  and 
as.  much  as  $5.  Included  in  the 
seized  evidence  was  a  copy  of  The 
Boy  —  A  Photographic  Essay. 

“The  kids  in  such  cases  really 
go  through  the  ringer,”  attorney 
Mark  Sauers  told  GCN,  noting 
that  the  prosecutors  are  treating 
GSI  cases  with  age  differences  on 
the  same  level  as  homicides,  as¬ 
signing  two  prosecutors.  “Force 
can  be  broadly  defined  as  a  hug,” 
Sauers  said. 

He  represented  a  man  charged 
with  GSI  for  hugging  a  16-year 
old  from  behind  and  touching  the 
young  man’s  erect  penis  through 
his  pants.  “It  was  really  a  specious 
charge.”  The  young  man 


“changed  his  mind”  about 
“rough-housing”  with  the  man  at 
work  and  told  his  parents,  who 
called  the  police. 

Sauers  says  he  negotiated  a 
plea-bargain  to  sexual  imposition 
and  won  commitment  for  his  cli¬ 
ent  to  the  county’s  Work  Release 
Program  instead  of  the  Work- 
house.  Under  this  nearly-unique 
“diversion”  project,  a  convicted 
defendant  lives  under  strict  rules 
at  the  YMCA  and  keeps  his  job. 
In  this  case,  the  program  rejected 
the  man  because  he  is  self-em¬ 
ployed  and  had  been  convicted  of 
a  sex  offense  since  the  project 
houses  several  young  offenders. 
Judge  William  S.  Matthews  sus¬ 
pended  the  sentence  and  placed 
the  man  on  one  year’s  probation 
in  mid-January. 

Sexual  imposition  involves  con- 
,  tact  with  force  or  a  threat,  if  the 
offender  knows  victim’s  judgment 
is  impaired  or  unaware  of  what’s 
happening,  or  if  he  or  she  is  over 
12  but  under  15  and  the  offender 
is  at  least  18  and  four  or  more 
years  older.  The  third-degree  mis¬ 
demeanor  carries  a  60-day  sen¬ 
tence  and  a  $500  fine. 

Sauers  joined  attorney  Jim 

Continued  on  page  6 


himself  in  to  police  the  next  day 
and  made  a  tape-recorded  confes¬ 
sion. 

At  the  trial,  the  jury  heard  tes¬ 
timony  from  three  psychiatrists  on 
Swafford’s  sanity.  One  psychiat¬ 
rist  testified  that  Swafford  was 
“starved  for  contact  and  friend¬ 
ship”  and  that  he  had  been  getting 
auditory  command  hallucinations 
of  male  voices  telling  him  to  kill 
himself,  among  other  things. 

Swafford  is  believed  to  have 
been  very  drunk  when  he  left  the 
bar,  and  he  says  that  Robinson 
had  him  sniff  some  “Rush”  amyl 
nitrate  which  made  him  feel 
“hazy.”  He  committed  the  mur¬ 
der  shortly  after  taking  the  drug. 

The  psychiatrist  who  testified 
that  Swafford  was  insane  felt  that 
the  combination  of  alcohol,  amyl 
nitrate,  and  his  mental  condition 
put  Swafford  out  of  control.  Two 
other  psychiatrists  testified  that 
Swafford  was  legally  sane  at  the 
time  of  the  shooting.  The  prosecu¬ 
tion  argued  that  his  ability  to  call 
an  ambulance  and  his  recall  of  the 
events  in  his  tape-recorded  confes¬ 
sion  indicated  his  sanity. 

In  convicting  Swafford  of  mur¬ 
der,  the  jury  rejected  verdict  op¬ 
tions  for  lesser  offenses  including 
involuntary  manslaughter,  appar¬ 
ently  choosing  to  ignore  Swaf¬ 
ford’s  claim  that  he  acted  in  self- 
defense  against  “homosexual  ad¬ 
vances.” 

New  Trial 

Continued  from  page  1 
could  be  fined  up  to  $2000  ($500 
per  defendant)  and/or  sentenced 
to  up  to  six  months  in  prison  each, 
a  sentence  which  Bebout  said 
would  probably  be  suspended. 

“If  we  went  through  a  trial  and 
lost,  the  legal  penalties  are  afford¬ 
able,”  Bebout  said.  “There’s  a 
feeling  that  those  sorts  of  things 
could  be  dealt  with.  The  real 
problem  would  be  the  fact  that  we 
would  have  basically  lost  the  case, 
that  a  legal  precedent  would  be 
established  that  what  we  had  done 
was  illegal  to  do.  It  would  make  us 
and  everybody  much  more  cau¬ 
tious.  Heaven  knows,  if  the  kind 
of  article  we  publish  is  illegal  to  be 
published,  it  should  make  a  lot  of 
people  extremely  worried.” 

Bebout  said  that  such  a  ruling 
could  be  interpreted  to  forbid  any 
discussion  of  controversial  sub¬ 
jects  such  as  pedophilia,  pointing 
out  that  the  film  “Pretty  Baby” 
was  banned  in  Ontario  because  it 
discussed  the  subject  of  child 
prostitution. 


Photo  by  Susan  Fteischmann 

About  100  persons  marched  through  the  streets  of  South  Boston  to  protest  “forced  busing”  and  demon¬ 
strate  against  the  Presidential  candidacy  of  Senator  Edward  Kennedy  (D-MA).  Some  of  the  demonstrators 
carried  signs  denouncing  the  Covenant  for  racial  harmony  signed  by  various  community  leaders.  After  the 
march,  an  estimated  400  persons  gathered  at  a  rally  at  a  South  Boston  school,  where  they  heard  Illinois 
Representative  Philip  Crane,  a  Republican  Presidential  candidate,  speak  against  busing. 
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sexual  freedom 

Dear  GiCN: 

Leah  Fritz’s  letter  (GCN,  Feb.  23)  claims  to 
present  a  feminist  view  of  cross-generational  sex 
between  men  and  boys.  She  calls  it  “rape.”  She 
suggests  that  boys  who  wind  up  in  bed  with  men 
have  become  “victims”  of  a  misunderstanding: 
their  “seductive”  signals  were  misread  by  the 
man.  Her  concept  of  “adult  responsibility”  to¬ 
ward  children  is  to  deny  boys  their  desires  for  sex 
with  mature  adults.  Only  sex  with  each  other  is 
acceptable  to  her,  she  tells  them.  She  says  no¬ 
thing  about  sex  between  boys  and  women,  also  a 
quite  common  phenomenon.  By  her  lights,  pre¬ 
sumably  women  who  indulge  themselves  with 
boys  would  also  have  to  be  considered  “rapists.” 

Fritz’s  views  may  be  widespread  among  femi¬ 
nists.  This  does  not  make  them  any  more  intelli¬ 
gent  or  tolerable.  In  fact,  they  show  how  far  out 
of  touch  with  boys  even  a  feminist  mother  can  j 
be.  Her  views  are  oppressive  —  yes,  to  men  as 
well  as  to  boys.  As  a  man  who  has  loved  women, 
men,  and  boys  (girls  don’t  interest  me,  thank 
you),  I  find  it  excruciatingly  offensive  to  have  a 
woman  who  knows  nothing  about  me  or  my  ex¬ 
perience,  nor  much  at  all  about  male  sexuality, 
set  herself  up  as  pope  and  proclaim  me  a 
“rapist.”  I  know  the  difference  between  con¬ 
sensual  sex  and  rape.  So  do  boys.  And,  believe 
me,  boys  don’t  keep  coming  back  to  a  man  in 
order  to  get  raped.  They  do  so  to  learn  about 
their  own  sexuality  as  males,  something  they 
often  feel  they  can  learn  better  from  a  man  than 
from  someone  their  own  age  or  certainly  from  a 
woman.  They  feel  good  about  their  bodies;  they 
are  fascinated  by  their  own  and  other  males’  or¬ 
gasms;  they  like  sex  and  often  crave  it  desper¬ 
ately.  Like  boys  everywhere,  they  will  continue 
to  cheerfully  ignore  the  repressive  intonations  of 
people  like  Fritz.  Boys  are  impatient  and  con¬ 
temptuous  of  views  like  Fritz’s.  They  have  every 
right  to  be:  it  is  they  who  suffer  most  because  of 
them. 

Not  long  ago  I  was  discussing  man/boy  love 
with  a  pleasant  Marxist  feminist.  How  great  the 
gap  between  males  and  females  can  be  struck 
home  when  she  asked  me,  in  complete  serious¬ 
ness,  “How  can  a  boy  of  14  get  the  idea  to  have 
sex  with  a  man?”  Just  imagine!  Her  apparent  be¬ 
lief  was  that  only  a  man  could  put  such  an  idea 
into  the  head  of  a  14-year-old  boy-baby!  In 
truth,  it  would  be  a  rather  slow  boy  who  had  not 
nurtured  or  indulged  such  a  fantasy  by  age  14. 
Parents  often  have  no  idea  how  little  they  under¬ 
stand  their  own  children  and  their  deepfelt  needs.  - 

It  is  my  hope  that  some  day  a  vast  sexual  free¬ 
dom  movement  can  come  into  being,  one  that 
unites  the  movements  for  women’s  liberation, 
lesbian  and  gay  liberation,  children’s  liberation, 
the  sexual  minorities,  and  socialism.  Such  a 
movement  would  be  an  important  historical  ac¬ 
quisition  for  the  oppressed.  But,  if  the  tradition¬ 
alist  and  conservative  heterosexist  moral  outlook 
of  Fritz  is  any  measure,  such  a  movement  is  very 
far  off.  The  feminist  movement,  which  appears 
increasingly  mired  in  the  swamp  of  minimalist 
legal  reform  on  the  one  hand,  and  gripped  by  a 
trend  toward  antisexuality  and  censorship  on  the 
other,  has  a  long  way  to  go  before  it  will  be  able 
to  join  in  a  broader  struggle  for  sexual  emancipa¬ 
tion.  My  heart  beats  for  the  day  when  this  will  be 
possible.  Until  then,  I  hope  that  other  feminists, 
more  enlightened  than  Fritz,  will  not  be  intimi¬ 
dated  from  challenging  the  bigotry  and  hostility 
to  male  homosexuality  that  she  has  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  put  to  paper. 

Yours  for  sexual  freedom, 

David  Thorstad 

.New  York,  NY 

freedom  tram 

Dear  Readers  of  Gay  Community  News, 

I  was  one  of  the  thirty  some  lesbians  and  gay  , 
men  who  took  the  first  of  the  two  “Gay  Freedom 
Trains”  from  the  West  Coast  to  the  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  last 
October. 

Not  only  was  service  on  the  train  in  violation 
of  several  ICC  regulations  (no  water  or  working 
toilets  in  our  car  and  either  very  hot  or  very  cold 
temperature;  they  claimed  they  did  not  know 
how  to  regulate  the  heat  in  our  car!),  our  group 
was  subject  to  verbal  abuse,  threats,  and  general 
inconsideration  by  senior  members  of  the  train 
crew.  So  as  soon  as  we  arrived  in  Washington, 
we  marched  en  masse  to  the  Amtrak  headquar¬ 
ters  a  few  blocks  away.  We  filed  a  formal  com¬ 
plaint  with  a  Mr.  Low  (October  12,  1979),  who 
told  us  our  complaints  were  serious  and  legiti¬ 
mate,  and  he  would  try  to  get  us  a  refund/rebate 
on  our  tickets. 

Because  after  a  month  had  passed  we  had  still 
not  heard  from  Amtrak,  some  of  us  wrote  to 
Fred  Weiderhold  of  Amtrak  Consumer  Rela¬ 
tions.  I  did  so  on  November  18,  1979,  and  I  have 
still  not  heard  from  him. 

On  the  last  day  of  our  return  to  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay  Area,  we  held  a  contest  to  see  who 
could  best  complete  this  analogy:  “Amtrak  is  to 

travel  as _ is  to _ The  winning 

entry  was  “Amtrak  is  to  travel  as  high-heels  are 
to  jogging.”  So  if  you  like  jogging  in  high-heels, 
patronize  Amtrak.  If  you  do  not  want  to  be  har¬ 
assed  for  being  lesbian/gay,  don’t! 

Robert  Bernardo 
Berkeley,  CA 


a  romantic  aura 

Dear  People, 

There  is  an  intelligent  article  by  Scott  Tucker 
entitled  “The  Lavender  Left”  in  the  February  9, 
1980  edition  of  GCN  that  has  provoked  me  to 
this  reply.  • 

Mr.  Tucker  argues  that  the  left  is  crucial  for 
gay  liberation.  Indeed,  the  left  does  operate  as  a 
“power”  acknowledged  by  other  powers.  While 
the  powerful  “power”  of  the  “powerful”  left  is 
not  closely  described.  Tucker  does  inform  us  that 
without  the  “Left”  there  would  have  been  no 
National  March  on  Washington  on  October  14, 
1979.  Just  as  the  source  of  this  power  is  mysteri¬ 
ous,  its  most  visible  form  seems  to  be  “roughly 
60  people”  comprised  largely  of  thoughtful 
Trotskyists,  Marxist-Spiritualists,  anarchists  and 
the  like.  We  are  told  that  these  “self-entranced 
sects”  will  either  turn  diversity  “to  their  own 
advantage  or  splinter.”  So  far,  so  good. 

But  then  Tucker  moves  toward  a  narration  of 
the  leftist  agenda  dictated  by  the  quaint 
sociology  of  its  constituency.  There  will  be 
“struggle,”  he  claims,  with  the  issues  of  class. 
“The  fact  is  that  class  struggle  is  real,  and  .  .  . 
some  issues  ...  are  black  and  white.”  And  with 
no  sense  of  humor  he  continues  with  the 
statement  that  “to  say  such  conflicts  are  real 
means,  of  course,  they  are  also  complex.”  The 
obvious,  as  they  say,  is  very  apparent  to  some 
people. 

Now  what  will  the  fuchsia  left  movement  do 
for  gay  people?  Where  will  this  “black  and 
white,”  fuzzily  identified  class  struggle  lead  us 
to?  There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  in  his  arti¬ 
culation  of  political  values,  as  I  hope  to  demon¬ 
strate. 

The  first  group  to  be  dealt  with  (“struggled”) 
will  be  —  of  course  —  that  potently  powerful 
power,  the  Right.  To  fight  the  Right,  gay  people 
can  count  on  the  vital  resources  of  the  Left  which 
is,  has  been,  and  will  continue  to  be  so  divided 
that  it  usually  leaves  “the  uninitiated  in  a  daze.” 
Somehow,  Tucker  asks  the  reader  to  believe  — 
on  what  basis  is  not  specified  —  that  these  very 
same  people  who  have  been  filling  their  noble 
hours  with  politically  correct  infighting  will  mag¬ 
ically,  wonderfully  coalesce  to  battle  “the  Right 
and  the  mainstream  Left.” 

Meanwhile,  on  the  domestic  gay  front  “we 
have  our  own  (intramural)  grain  to  sow  and  .  .  . 
bread  to  bake.”  Presumably,  Tucker  means  that 
we  will  be  attacking  our  own  social  ills  as  a  com¬ 
munity  while  we  cannonball  straight  Amerika. 
There  will'  appear  blinding  leftist  vision  in  the 
arts  to  guide  us.  The  capitalists  will  fall  down  in 
adoration  of  workers  and  bliss  will  envelop  the 
body  politic.  Music  up  and  out. 

While  the  tone  of  my  comments  is  satiric,  I  will 
not  issue  a  condemnation  of  Tucker’s  analysis 
for  although  there  is  an  immaturity  of  judgement 
here,  he  has  stumbled  onto  some  vital  points  that 
deserve  further  debate. 

Notice  that  at  no  point  does  Tucker  really 
present  an  agenda  of  goals  for  the  gay  liberation 
movement.  He  is  much  more  interested  in  a  series 
of  reflections  on  the  strategies  for  obtaining 
“power.”  That  the  left  has  a  major  influence 
over  gay  politics  I  do  not  doubt.  That  the  gay  left 
and  the  gay  community  have  amassed  barely  a 
smidgeon  of  political  power  I  also  do  not  doubt. 

Attend  also  to  the  few  values  that  Tucker  arti¬ 
culates.  We  need,  he  says,  an  end  to:  “capitalist 
democracy,”  the  “vicious  films”  Cruising  and 
Windows,  racism  and  sexism  in  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity,  economic  inequality,  and  the  oppression  of 
gays  by  the  straight  left.  The  “Lavender  Left” 
will  deliver  all  to  us  if  we  only  organize  now.  I 
wonder.  I  think  I  have  heard  this  speech  before. 

Some  of  the  contradictions  explicit  in  this  ap¬ 
proach  deeply  disturb  me.  For  instance,  why  is  it 
important  to  “educate  the  bigots  and  dogmatists 
on  the  Left”  but  not  “gay  capitalists”  or  straight 
homophobes  or  “gays  inside  the  system”?  The 
elitism  inherent  here  offends  me  and,  more 
importantly,  it  helps  to  illustrate  the  grandiose 
and  self-defeating  ideas  generated  from  the 
fumbling  gay  left. 

By  temperment,  I  am  a  critic;  by  disposition,  1 
am  a  pessimist.  Politically,  I  hope  for  an  ideal 
world  where  gay  liberation  and  socialism  can 
function  as  one.  Sadly,  as  I  get  older  I  despair  of 
either  movement  making  much  progress 
available  to  the  community.  For  the  1980s  are 
emerging  as  a  conservative  decade  in  which  our 
vital  needs  as  a  community  are  the  preservation 
of  our  own  admittedly  minimal  power,  and  the 
incrementation  of  our  rights  through  alliance 
with  other  oppressed  groups,  j 

But  Scott  Tucker  does  know  and  realize  one 
objective  above  all  others:  power.  Power  based 
on  a  fragmented  left  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
elements  in  the  (gay)  community  is  directionless 
and  lamentable.  Vital  gay  institutions  like  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force  are  weak  and  losing 
influence  in  our  community.  Scott  Tucker’s 
ideas  for  a  revitalized  left  possess  a  romantic 
aura  which  radiates  impracticality  and  divisive¬ 
ness.  What  we  do  need  is  a  national  debate  in  the 
gay  community,  in  th$  lesbian  community,  on 
what  our  goals  are  and  how  we  should  achieve 
them.  The  sooner  the  debate,  the  better,  as  the 
growing  conservatism  of  the  1980s  may  threaten 
our  rights  as  never  before. 

Rich  Grzesiak 
Philadelphia,  PA 


queers  &  commies 

Dear  GCN: 

Scott  Tucker,  in  his  opinion  piece  on  the 
Lavender  Left  (GCN,  2/9/80),  makes  the  point 
that  gay  leftists,  “having  come  out  of  the  closets 
as  queers  ...  are  now  coming  out  of  another 
closet  as  commies.”  The  gay  liberation  move¬ 
ment,  as  it  grew  out  of  the  Stonewall  Rebellion, 
was  originally  inspired  by  revolutionary  move¬ 
ments  of  third-world  peoples.  In  the  late  seven¬ 
ties,  gay  liberation  began  to  be  syphoned  off  into 
gay  lobbying  or  efforts  for  gay  representation  in 
the  Democratic  and  Republican  parties. 

So  why  is  the  Lavender  Left  growing?  The 
struggle  for  our  rights  and  liberation  have  been 
diverted  by  an  emerging  respectable  gay  estab¬ 
lishment  to  back-room  discussions  and  govern¬ 
mental  politicking.  It  is  only  gay  leftists  who  are 
keeping  the  militant  spirit  of  Stonewall  alive;  a 
‘spirit  which  was  born  on  the  streets.  The 
Lavender  Left  is  the  only  political  force  in  our 
community  which  continues  to  say,  if  you  truly 
want  freedom  you  must  do  something  about  it, 
you  must  fight  for  it. 

In  Chicago,  the  Gay  Revolutionary  Discussion 
Group,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  has  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  organizing  the  protests  in  Chicago 
against  the  movie  Cruising.  Significantly,  the 
core  of  activists  in  the  local  Committee  to  Stop 
the  Movie  Cruising  largely  consider  themselves 
socialists  or  radicals.  The  Lavender  Left  in 
Chicago  is  small,  divided  between  the  relatively 
young  GRDG,  a  lesbian  and  gay  socialists  group, 
and  two  women’s  groups  with  a  somewhat  leftist 
orientation.  But  we  are  a  force,  and  we  are 
growing;  as  long  as  we  show  ourselves  to  be  in 
the  for-front  of  our  struggle  for  liberation  (or 
perhaps  the  only  organized  force  struggling  at 
all?)  we  will  continue  to  grow. 

And  what  of  the  “mainstream”  left?  Our 
group  has  worked  closely  with  the  Revolutionary 
Socialist  League;  there  have  been  differences  of 
opinion  between  individuals,  but  I  think  by  and 
large  we  appreciate  the  aid  and  involvement  of 
mainstream  left  groups  who  though  few  and  far 
between,  are  willing  to  dedicate  themselves 
towards  gay  liberation.  Our  work  against 
Cruising  in  Chicago  owes  much  to  the  resources 
and  experience  of  the  RSL.  Gay  people  have  a 
right  to  be  skeptical  of  the  mainstream  left;  we 
have  been  betrayed  too  often.  But  I  believe  we 
must  seek  to  study  previous  failures  of  the  left; 
and  understanding  that  our  struggle  for 
liberation  is  part  of  a  larger  struggle  for  the 
liberation  of  all  oppressed  and  working  people, 
we  should  be  willing  to  work  with  those  who 
share  the  goal  of  a  truly  liberated  society. 

Conversely,  the  mainstream  left  will  continue 
to  feel  our  importance  as  we  make  ourselves 
known  as  a  political  force.  In  the  recent  anti- 
KKK  protest  and  rally  in  Greensboro,  North 
Carolina  there  was  heavy  representation  by 
radical  gay  groups.  Even  homophobic  maoists 
will  eventually  be  unable  to  ignore  our  growing 
strength. 

Yes,  “respectable”  gay  organizations  often 
want  little  to  do  with  gay  leftists  (much  less  main¬ 
stream  leftists).  In  the  fight  against  Cruising  in 
Chicago,  much  of  the  friction  between  us  and  the 
highplaced  misleaders  of  the  gay  community  has 
been  over  the  heavy  involvement  of  leftists  and 
the  resulting  leftists  overtones  of  our  work.  The 
attitude  these  people  have  of  working  with  gay 
leftists  only  exposes  their  willingness  to  sell  out 
gay  liberation  for  the  sake  of  a  “respectable” 
political  image. 

Gay  leftists  must  prove  to  the  gay  community 
that  socialism  truly  represents  our  liberation.  We 
can  do  this  in  no  better  way  than  showing  our¬ 
selves  the  most  willing  to  fight  for  our  rights  and 
for  our  liberation  from  the  closets  and  fetters  of 
this  society. 

For  gay  liberation  and  socialism, 

Ian  Horst 

Gay  Revolutionary  Discussion  Group 
Chicago,  IL 

for  victimless 
volleyball 

Dear  Editor, 

Rumor  has  it  that  Wednesday  night  and  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon  GRAC  (Gay  Recreational  Activi¬ 
ties  Committee)  volleyball  is  trying  to  discrimi¬ 
nate  against  women,  fatties,  and  “no  talent” 
players.  What  is  the  real  story  behind  all  the  bad 
feeling? 

Is  playing  volleyball  worth  creating  ill  feeling 
within  the  lesbian  and  gay  community?  Isn’t  it 
possible  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  both  the  competi¬ 
tive  and  non-competitive  groups  in  gay  recrea¬ 
tion  without  making  victims? 

Barbara  Wright 
Boston,  MA 

“DESIGN  DIRECTOR— 

Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for 
the  position  of  Design  Director.  Back¬ 
ground  in  graphic  arts  necessary  .  April  1 
opening.  Direct  inquiries  and  resumes  to 
Richard  Burns,  GCN ,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Speaking  Out _ 

Liberation  is  not 
in  a  Vacuum: 


Fighting 

By  Sara  Bennett  and  Joan  Gibbs 

Although  never  “dead,”  the  last  two  years  have  seen  a  resurgence  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
throughout  the  United  States,  in  the  North  and  in  the  South.  There  have  been  reports  of 
Klan  attacks  in  New  Jersey,  Chicago,  Alabama,  New  England,  Mississippi  and  countless 
other  places.  Klan  leaders  regularly  appear  on  radio  and  TV  talk  shows  while  Klan 
members  actively  recruit  at  public  schools,  on  college  campuses,  in  the  military  and  openly 
patrol  the  U.S. /Mexican  border.  And  although  the  main  objective  of  the  Klan  since  its 
inception  in  1868  and  still  today  is  the  promotion  of  white  supremacy,  the  current  growing 
size  and  boldness  of  the  Klan  is  a  direct  outgrowth  of  a  more  widespread  and  visible  rise  in 
racism  and  other  reactionary  stances  as  evidenced  by  the  attacks  on  the  limited  gains  of 
Third  World  people,  women  and  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Feminists,  lesbians  and  gay  men  can’t  afford  not  to  join  the  fight  to  defeat  the  Klan. 
The  Klan  has  always  reserved  a  “special  place”  for  “queers,”  and  is  now  placing  greater 
emphasis  on  recruiting  women  and  youth.  In  recent  years  and  particularly  since  the  defeat 
of  the  Dade  County  lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill,  the  Klan  has  deliberately  sought  to  link  up 
with  anti-lesbian  and  gay  forces  and  is  now  more  vocal  about  its  hatred  of  us.  The  Klan  has 
openly  endorsed  the  killing  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  in  late  December  a  gay  white  man 
and  active  member  of  an  AFSCME  local  at  a  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey  hospital  was  found 
murdered  in  his  apartment  after  being  repeatedly  harassed  by  a  known  Klan  member.  The 
Klan  has  also  sought  to  link-up  with  "right-to-life”  forces. 

As  important  as  our  recognizing  that  the  Klan  is  our  enemy  too,  however,  is  our  realiz¬ 
ing  that  we  can’t  liberate  ourselves  in  a  vacuum.  A  central  fact  of  U.S.  history  has  been  and 
still  is  the  contined  existence  and  constant  utilization  by  the  U.S.  government  of  the 
colonial  system  of  exploitation  and  oppression  of  black  people,  in  particular,  and  all  Third 
World  people,  in  general.  The  colonial  subjection  of  black  people,  originally  based  on  the 
institution  of  slavery,  is  still  everywhere  evident.  A  disproportionate  number  of  black 
people  (men,  women  and  youth)  for  example,  are  unemployed,  underemployed,  behind 
bars  and  shot  down  by  police.  And  despite  the  fact  that  women,  lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
oppressed  by  sexism  and  heterosexism,  all  white  people  derive  material  benefits  from  white 
supremacy.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  it  is  white  feminists,  white  lesbians  and  white 
gay  men  who  have  the  money  to  publish  newspapers  and  magazines  and  open  bookstores, 
restaurants,  resorts  and  bars. 

There  is  still  definitely  a  great  need  for  feminists,  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  continue  to 
build  strong  autonomous  movements.  Autonomous  movements  which  take  up  the 
struggles  of  all  issues  which  affect  women,  lesbians  and  gay  men  whether  or  not  they  affect 
only  women,  lesbians  and  gay  men.  This  means  not  only  fighting  sexism  and  heterosexism 
but  also  fighting  racism  and  classism  —  all  the  institutions  that  maintain  the  patriarchy, 
capitalism  and  imperialism. 


the  Klan 

In  the  short  run,  waging  single-issue  or  narrowly  focused  campaigns  ma^bea successful 
strategy  for  winning  some  gains.  But,  in  the  long  run,  these  gains  can  only  be  defended  and 
expanded  by  developing  a  movement  based  on  perspectives  that  target  the  system  which 
denied  them  in  the  first  place. 

For  example:  by  fighting  primarily  for  the  right  to  an  abortion  and  not  placing  as  great 
an  emphasis  on  demanding  free  abortions,  an  end  to  sterilization  abuse  and  affordable  day 
care  (important  concerns  of  Third  World  and  poor  women),  the  late  sixties  and  early  seven¬ 
ties’  abortion  rights  movement  culminated  with  the  freedom  to  choose  being  a  right 
primarily  accessible  to  white,  middle-class  women.  This  single  issue  strategy  contributed  to 
the  women’s  movement  being  labelled  a  “white  women’s  movement”  and  continues  to 
haunt  the  reproductive  rights  movement  today.  It  allowed  for  an  “Abortion  Rights  Action 
Week”  with  events  co-sponsored  by  such  diverse  groups  as  the  Committee  for  Abortion 
Rights  and  Against  Sterilization  Abuse  (CARASA)  and  Planned  Parenthood.  While 
CARASA  has  been  noted  for  its  attempts  to  link  up  with  other  struggles,  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood  is  sponsored  by  the  Rockefeller-funded  International  Planned  Parenthood 
Foundation  (IPPF)  —  a  major  proponent  of  sterilization  abuse.  IPPF,  for  example,  has 
donated  hundreds  of  thousands  of  via'Isof  Depo  Provera,  an  injectable  contraceptive 
banned  in  the  United  States  and  Britain  because  of  its  severe  side  effects  including  sterility 
and  cancer,  to  countries  throughout  the  Third  World. 

The  fight  to  defeat  the  Klan  and  all  organized  white  supremacy  strikes  at  the  very 
foundation  of  the  U.S.  system.  Thus,  no  revolutionary  movement  in  the  United  States  can 
succeed  without  taking  up  this  fight.  This  fight  has  been  at  the  heart  of  almost  every  signi¬ 
ficant  upheaval  and  turning  point  in  U.S.  history  and,  in  fact,  gave  rise  to  the  current 
women’s  and  lesbian  and  gay  rights  movement. 

Forming  feminist,  lesbian  and  gay  anti-racist  organizations  or  joining  anti-racist  coali¬ 
tions  as  visible  feminists,  lesbians  and  gay  men  is  a  necessary  step  in  building  radical  auton¬ 
omous  feminist,  lesbian  and  gay  movements  that  address  the  concerns  of  all  women, 
lesbians  and  gay  men  and  at  the  same  time  provides  support  for  national  liberation 
struggles  within  and  outside  the  current  borders  of  the  United  States. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part  of  our 
continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage 
you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to 
respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out” 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write 
c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 


Community  Voices 


unite  to  fight 

GCN: 

I  am  disappointed  that  GCN  has  so  far  given 
no  coverage  to  recent  developments  in  the  strug¬ 
gle  against  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  Nazis  and  related 
homophobic  racists.  Building  a  powerful  move¬ 
ment  to  smash  the  Klan  and  their  right-wing 
cousins  is  of  life-and-death  importance  to  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  everywhere.  From  the 
slaughter  of  millions  of  gays  in  Nazi  concentra¬ 
tion  camps  forty  years  ago,  to  the  Klan’s  protec¬ 
tion  of  Anita  Bryant  a  few  years  ago,  the  right 
wing  counts  gays  among  its  prime  targets,  no  less 
than  it  does  blacks,  Latins,  Jews,  unionists  and 
revolutionaries. 

On  February  2,  7,000  people  marched  in 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  to  protest  Klan  and 
Nazi  violence.  The  recently-formed  National 
Anti-Klan  Network,  composed  of  over  70  organ¬ 
izations,  called  the  march  in  response  to  popular 
outrage  against  the  Klan/Nazi  murders  of  five 
Communist  Workers  Party  activists,  in  broad 
daylight  before  TV  cameras,  in  Greensboro  three 
months  earlier. 

Here  in  Boston,  the  February  2  Mobilization 
coalition  tried  in  a  few  short  weeks  to  involve  as 
many  anti-racists  as  possible  in  supporting  the 
action.  Supporters  of  the  Revolutionary  Socialist 
League  active  in  the  coalition  delivered  news  re¬ 
leases  to  GCN  and  notified  some  lesbian/gay 
groups  of  meetings  and  fundraisers.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  GCN  chose  not  to  report  on  the  struggle, 
and  no  gay  groups  came  forward  to  join  the 
coalition.  The  lesbian  and  gay  community  is  one 
of  the  staunchest  anti-racist,  anti-fascist  forces  in 
Boston  —  yet  its  influence  was  not  felt  in  the 
local  anti-Klan  work.  This  was  a  tremendous 
loss,  to  both  the  anti-Klan  movement  and  the  gay 
community.  While  coalition  organizers  must 
bear  partial  responsibility,  we  must  also  ask:  why 
was  there  so  little  response  from  the  lesbian  and 
gay  movement  to  our  outreach  efforts? 

We  often  hear  bitter  complaints  against  the 
homophobia  of  most  of  the  left,  civil  rights 
organizations,  etc.  Lesbian  and  gay  activists 
should  not  see  this  as  an  excuse  for  abstention 
from  struggles  which  vitally  affect  gay  people. 
Or  will  someone  argue  that  the  anti-fascist  move¬ 
ment  (or  the  fight  for  jobs,  or  almost  any  strug¬ 
gle)  is  not  a  “gay  issue”?  In  any  case,  homo¬ 
phobia  cannot  be  fought  apart  from  ever-in¬ 
creasing  numbers  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  par¬ 
ticipating  in,  and  leading,  the  general  movements 
against  all  right-wing  attacks,  and  for  our  com¬ 
mon  needs  and  rights. 

Of  three  busloads  of  people  sent  from  Boston 
to  Greensboro,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  the 
only  gays  were  RSL  supporters  and  friends.  But 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from  other  cities  —  for  ex¬ 
ample,  Dykes  Against  Racism  and  the  Gay  Ac¬ 


tivists  Alliance  from  New  York  —  showed  by 
their  presence  in  Greensboro  that  gay  people  are 
taking  their  place  in  the  forefront  of  the  fight 
against  the  right.  The  unity  needed  among  all  op¬ 
pressed  and  working  people  will  be  forged 
through  common  actions,  like  this  one,  against 
the  common  enemy. 

Fresh  opportunities  and  challenges  lie  ahead. 
The  National  Anti-Klan  Network  can  provide  a 
potential  vehicle  for  coordinating  anti-fascist 
activities  and  discussing  competing  strategies  and 
tactics  for  fighting  the  right.  Regional  confer¬ 
ences  of  anti-racist,  anti-sexist  farces  are  needed 
tomapout  responses  to  local  needs.  For  example, 
a  New  England  Regional  Conference  should  take 
up  how  to  fight  the  continuing  attacks  on  black 
and  gay  people  in  Boston.  The  Nazi  Party  has 
threatened  a  united  right-wing  march  in  Greens¬ 
boro  on  April  19.  The  Network  should  discuss 
calling  a  mass,  militant  counter-mobilization  to 
oppose  this  threat. 

We  in  the  Revolutionary  Socialist  League  urge 
all  lesbian  and  gay  male  organizations  and 
individuals  to  add  your  voices  and  strength  to  the 
National  Anti-Klan  Network  and  local  coali¬ 
tions.  For  more  information  on  the  Boston  coali¬ 
tion  and  activities,  write  in  care  of  P.O.  Box  1 14, 
Auburndale,  MA  02166. 

Unite  to  Fight  the  Right! 

Sharon  Payne 
_  Boston,  MA 

gaysweek 

Dear  Editor: 

In  regard  to  your  News  Notes  (GCN,  Feb.  23, 
1980)  entitled  “One  for  them,  one  for  us,”  if  you 
had  consulted  GCN s  own  files  you  would  have 
discovered  that  not  one  single  portion  of  this 
note  as  it  concerns  Gaysweek  is  correct.  In  1979, 
not  1978,  preliminary  objections  to  the  Trade¬ 
mark  office,  not  a  legal  action  or  court  suit,  were 
raised  by  Newsweek.  Such  objections  wye  subse¬ 
quently  dropped  and  New  York  Gay  News,  Inc., 
was  granted  trademark  registration  for  the  mark, 
Gaysweek.  Gaysweek  lost  nothing  and  the  matter 
never  was  in  court  or  near  it. 

I  hope  that  this  will  clarify  the  matter  and  keep 
the  record  correct.  The  community  has  enough 
bad  news  without  resort  to  fantasy. 

Best, 

Michael  J.  Lavery 
Attorney 

New  York  Gay  News,  Inc. 

New  York.  NY 


gemim 

Dear  GCN: 

This  is  in  response  to  Bob  Stolarz’s  letter 
(GCN,  2/23/80)  about  Albert  Innaurato’s  play 
Gemini.  When  I  saw  the  play  in  New  York  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  years  ago,  I  expected  to  be  miffed  when  its 
apparently  gay  hero  went  straight  at  the  end,  but 
instead  I  found  the  play  to  be  quite  touching. 
The  main  character  Frances  can’t  decide  whether 
he’s  in  love  with  his  college  girlfriend  Judith  or 
her  younger  brother  Randy  —  but  the  only  one 
who  is  uptight  about  his  sexual  ambivalence  is 
Frances  himself.  Everyone  else  in  the  play,  and 
especially  his  working-class  South  Philadelphia 
father,  is  very  supportive  or  could  care  less  either 
way  —  so  there  is  no  reason  for  Frances  to  be  so 
wracked  with  guilt.  And  that  is  what  1  under¬ 
stood  that  Frances  learned  at  the  end  of  the  play 
—  a  slight  but  very  important  epiphany. 

When  I  interviewed  Innaurato  recently  for  the 
Boston  Phoenix,  I  specifically  asked  him  if 
Frances  “goes  straight”  at  the  end  of  Gemini. 
He  said,  “I  don’t  know  whether  Frances  is  gay  or 
straight.  He  doesn’t  know.  Frances  learns  to  live 
with  a  certain  kind  of  uncertainty.  He  learns  that 
the  answer  is  not  to  close  himself  in  his  room 
with  his  Callas  records.  The  answer  for  him  is 
not  to  become  a  homosexual  who  dons  his 
leather  chaps  and  keys  and  goes  down  to  be  fist- 
fucked  by  someone  hopefully  more  butch  than 
Randy.  The  answer  is  for  him  to  make  some  at¬ 
tempt  at  loving  someone  rather  than  avoiding  the 
issue  altogether.”  I  asked  him  what  the  audience 
was  supposed  to  think,  and  he  said,  “The  audi¬ 
ence  is  supposed  to  think  that  life  isn’t  black  and 
white.”  Very  truly  yours, 

Don  Shewey 

■  ■  ■  .  New  York,  NY 

in  disgust 

Dear  John  B.  Fitzgerald, 

In  reference  to  your  letter  “Nobody’s  Victim 
(GCN,  Vol.  6,  No.  31). 

So  you  think  /  want  to  stop  you  from  seeing 
Cruising.  That’s  the  last  thing  I  would  want  to 
do.  Go  right  ahead  and  enjoy  Friedkin’s  latest 
masterpiece. 

Why  should  /  care  if  you  see  some  of  the  most 
boring  scholck  ever  made  just  to  spite  the 
faygelahs?  Why  should  I  care  if  you  are  morally 
outraged  and  sickened  by  shots  of  guys  engaging 
in  sex  in  backrooms  of  bars  in  a  movie  that  you 
thought  was  simply  something  that  would  put  the 
homos  in  their  place?  Do  you  think  /  care  if  you 
blow  $4.00  of  your  hard-earned  money  to  enrich 
that  schlepp  Freidkin?  OH,  NO.  You  go  right 
ahead  and  waste  your  money  and  see  if  /  care. 
You  might  end  up  walking  out  halfway  through 
the  show  in  disgust. 


cross-country 

unicorn 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  read  Nancy  Walker’s  closing  article 
about  her  trip  across  the  country.  I  was  some¬ 
what  dismayed  to  read  her  thrilling  accounts  of 
losing  money  to  the  gambling  behemouths  of 
Nevada,  an  unratified  state,  where  the  failure  to 
ratify  is  paid  for  by  the  gambling  interests  she 
and  her  sother  (nameless?)  fed. 

Then  she  went  on  to  visit  Salt  Lake  City,  home 
of  the  Mormons,  perhaps  the  most  prominent 
organization  in  the  well-organized  campaign  to 
keep  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  from  being 
ratified. 

I  was  shocked  to  read  an  article  by  a  lesbian 
that  seemed  to  be  so  completely  out  of  touch 
with  such  a  major  issue  of  the  women’s 
movement.  There  is,  after  all,  a  boycott  of  un¬ 
ratified  states. 

Then,  Walker  said  something  about  fearing 
that  she  would  lose  her  connection  with  her  anger 
in  mellow  California.  Well,  she  needn’t  fear.  If 
the  fact  that  women  earn  only  49C  for  every 
dollar  men  earn  in  this  state,  as  compared  with 
59t  in  the  country  as  a  whole,  is  not  enough  to 
engender  woman-rage,  then  one  could  look  at 
the  fact  that  San  Francisco  has  the  highest  rape 
rate  (99  per  100,000)  in  the  country,  and  pro¬ 
bably  the  world.  And  the  reported  rapes  are 
overwhelmingly  (50:3,  for  example)  of  women. 

Then  there  is  the  fact  that  several  stores  owned 
by  gay  men  in  San  Francisco,  stores  selling  sta¬ 
tionery,  records  and  magazines,  and  objects 
d’art,  make  at  least  a  portion  of  their  profits 
through  the  sale  of  drawings,  paintings,  greeting 
cards,  and  pornographic  magazines  filled  with 
images  glorifying  woman-hatred. 

Don’t  worry,  we  San  Franciscans,  many  of 
whom,  after  all,  come  from  eastern  places  such 
as  Boston  and  New  York,  have  plenty  to  be 
angry  about. 

Sincerely, 

Priscilla  Alexander 
Columnist,  Bay  Area  Reporter 
San  Francisco,  CA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices”.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  typed  and  double-spaced. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  pub¬ 
lished,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon 
request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


John  Jacoby 
San  Francisco,  CA 
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Windows 

Continued  from  page  1 

radio  talk  shows  to  discuss  the 

issues  around  “Windows.” 

New  Haven,  CT  —  The  New 
Haven  Committee  Against  the 
Films  “Windows”  and 
“Cruising”  does  not  know  when 
“Windows”  will  open  in  the  New 
Haven  area.  Terri  Klauber  of  the 
committee  told  GCN,  “We  can¬ 
not  get  a  clear  answer  about  when 
and  where  ‘Windows’  is  coming. 
UA  in  Boston  gave  us  a  date  of 
March  7,  but  that’s  not  right.” 
The  committee  expects  the  film  to 
open  the  weekend  of  March  15  or 
22  at  the  Showcase  Cinema  in 
Orange,  where  “Cruising” 
opened. 

At  a  February  15  demonstration 
against  “Cruising,”  which  took 
place  at  the  theater,  11  people 
were  arrested  for  “disorderly 
conduct.”  In  court  on  March  3, 
they  pleaded  not  guilty  and  asked 
for  the  charges  to  be  dismissed; 
the  decision  will  be  announced 
March  27. 

The  committee  expects  trouble 
at  the  “Windows”  demonstration 
as  well,  Klauber  said.  “We  think 
we  may  get  arrested  again  for 
picketing  on  private  property.” 
Klauber  said  that  the  committee 
expects  a  “much  larger”  turnout 
for  the  “Windows”  protest  than 
was  present  at  the  “Cruising” 
demonstration  “because  of 
broader  support  from  the  feminist 
movement.”  She  also  said  that  the 
committee  hoped  that  people 
would  come  not  only  from  New 
Haven,  but  from  New  York  and 
the  surrounding  area  as  well. 

The  committee  has  scheduled  a 
planning  meeting  March  9  at  8:00 
p.m.  at  the  New  Haven  Women’s 
Liberation  Center  on  Orange 
Street  to  plan  the  “Windows” 
protests.  For  more  information, 


call  (203)  436-0645. 

West  Springfield,  MA  —  David 
Gillon,  a  member  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men  Against  Violence,  told 
GCN  that  “Windows”  is  expected 
to  open  in  West  Springfield  on 
March  21.  There  will  be  a  meeting 
March  11  at  6:30  at  Bret  Dormi¬ 
tory,  University  of  Massachusetts 
at  Amherst,  to  concretize  plans 
for  protesting  “Windows.” 

Gillon  said  tentative  plans 
included  picketing  the  theatre, 
handing  out  leaflets  explaining 
opposition  to  the  film,  and  asking 
people  to  boycott  the  movie. 
“This  will  be  a  media  event,” 
Gillon  said,  “to  get  a  discussion 
going  in  the  newspapers.  We  got 
good  coverage  of  our  ‘Cruising’ 
demonstration,  so  we  are  hoping 
for  the  same  with  ‘Windows’.” 
He  said  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  Violence  was  also  plan¬ 
ning  on  organizing  a  letter  writing 
campaign  to  local  newspapers. 
The  group,  which  formed  orig¬ 
inally  to  protest  “Cruising,” 
hopes  to  continue  working 
throughout  the  year  on  issues  of 
violence  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

Burlington,  VT  —  Local  lesbi¬ 
ans  in  this  small  Vermont  city  are 
keeping  a  watch  out  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  “Windows.”  Linda  Witten¬ 
berg,  a  local  activist,  told  GCN, 
“So  far  there  is  no  word  about 
when  it  will  open.  But  when  it 
comes  there  will  be  a  tremendous 
amount  of  hubbub  and  commo¬ 
tion,  that’s  for  certain.  The  gay 
men  here  didn’t  do  anything 
about  the  opening  of  ‘Cruising,’ 
but  we  won’t  let  ‘Windows’  open 
without  an  outcry  from  the  lesbi¬ 
an  and  feminist  communities.” 

San  Francisco  —  The  Coalition 
Against  “Windows”  will  be  hold¬ 
ing  a  neighborhood  demonstra¬ 
tion  in  front  of  the  home  of  James 
R.  Harvey,  the  president  of  Trans- 
america  Corporation.  United  Art¬ 


ists  is  a  Transamerica  subsidiary. 
The  demonstration  is  to  protest 
the  opening  of  the  movie  nation¬ 
wide.  According  to  The  Coalition 
Against  the  Movie  “Windows,” 
“Windows”  will  not  be  opening 
in  San  Francisco  or  Northern 
California. 

Constantine  Berlandt,  a  coali¬ 
tion  member,  told  GCN,  “We  are 
celebrating  this  as  a  victory.  The 
film  is  not  doing  well  nationally. 
Places  where  it  was  picketed,  the 
pickets  were  highly  successful. 
They  tell  us  that  ‘pickets  sell 
tickets’  but  we  learned  from 
‘Cruising’  that  that  just  isn’t  true 
The  coverage  and  protests  against 
‘Cruising’  resulted  in  their  deci¬ 
sion  to  not  open  ‘Windows’ 
here.”  The  Coalition  will  be  hav¬ 
ing  a  victory  celebration  at  Peg’s 
Place,  a  local  lesbian  bar,  on 
Sunday,  March  9. 

Hartford,  Cincinnati,  Houston, 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  Boston 
are  among  other  cities  that  plan 
protests  when  the  movie  opens. 
Most  recent  word  from  Boston 
United  Artists  is  that  “Windows” 
may  open  here  in  April,  if  it  opens 
at  all.  Members  of  Boston  Gays 
and  Lesbians  Against  Violence 
feel  the  UA  may  be  being  “cagey” 
and  not  giving  out  the  informa¬ 
tion  about  release  dates  in  order  to 
try  to  avert  a  protest.  However, 
the  group  says  it  will  protest  the 
film  if  and  when  it  opens,  and  is 
calling  on  everyone  to  boycott  the 
movie. 

GCN  would  like  to  update  our 
reporting  of  actions  directed 
around  the  movie  “Windows” 
across  the  country.  If  your  group 
has  organized  activities,  please 
send  us  a  short  synopsis  of  the 
event  and  include  leaflets,  photos 
(if  possible)  and  other  pertinent 
literature.  Send  all  information 
to:  Windows  Actions,  c/o  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


Poston  Shopper's  Guide 


Sex  Laws 


Continued  frorp  page  3 
Feldman  in  another  GSI  cases  a 
year  ago  and  won  a  similar  charge- 
reduction,  but  Judge  Harry  Kluss- 
meyer  meted  out  the  maximum 
sentence  in  the  Workhouse. 

Feldman,  a  member  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Men’s  Network,  held  a 
workshop  on  “sexual  crimes”  at  a 
recent  regional  meeting  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lawyers  Guild.  “Indiana 
has  the  best  laws,”  he  said,  “Ken¬ 
tucky  the  worst.  Only  crimes  of 
violence  are  made  illegal  in  the 
Hoosier  State,”  with  no  sexual 
constraints,  and  an  Tge  of  consent 
at  16,  he  said. 

Feldman  questions  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  Kentucky’s  laws 
against  what  they  call  “deviant 
sexual  intercourse.”  The 'statutes 
distinguish  between  cases  involv¬ 
ing  age  differences,  force,  or  mere 
contact. 


A  23-year  old  Northern  Ken¬ 
tucky  printer,  Bill,  was  arrested 
last  September  for  engaging  in 
sodomy  with  a  13-year  old  male. 
Bill  plea-bargained  in  Boone 
County  District  Court  and  was 
fined  $100  and  given  a  suspended 
one-year  sentence  for  “unlawful 
transaction  with  a  minor.”  Bill’s 
father  is  a  Covington  (KY)  police 
official,  so  his  connections  may 
have  helped.  Bill  also  claimed  the 
youth  looked  16,  which  would 
have  made  the  charge  less  serious 
under  Kentucky  law. 

Oral  copulation  was  added  to 
the  code  when  it  was  revised,  and 
the  age  of  consent  was  lowered. 
Women  can  violate  the  code’s 
provisions  in  heterosexual  acts  as 
well  as  homosexual  ones.  Unlike 
Ohio,  Kentucky  allows  a  defen¬ 
dant  to  claim  he  or  she  thought 
the  victim  was  over  the  age  of  con¬ 
sent. 


Support  Our Advertisers 

CSi 

Support  gc^  By  Saying: 

“I  SAW  ‘YOUT^cAD  in  gCN.” 


Volunteers  should  have 
a  solid  knowledge  of 
grammar  and  spelling 
and  an  eye  for  detail. 


D 

ni 


GCN  needs  proofreaders 
Wednesday  andThursday 
morning  and  afternoons. 


Whotfffe 


Call  426-8752  and 
ask  for  Eric  or  Amy. 


SOUND 

WAVE 

SYSTEMS 


Audio  repair  and 
systems  for  hire.  Call 
evenings: 

In  Mass.  617/445-8551 
In  N.N.  603/888-0992 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles.  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


$5  discount  on  /zhour  session  w/this  ad 

289-7200  Sftyodfi/U.  Only 


PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
ANNA  E.  COLOYAN  R.E. 
MASS.  LICENSED  ELECTROLOGIST 


S'ax  JM<±me'n  ,  Ale/n 

270  BROADWAY  REVERE,  MA  02151 


David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 


Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 

David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 

Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End  536-2665 


WOMENS 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

q  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesblon  heolth 

Issues,  Menopause, 
Herbol  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows— Available  for 
•  Groups 

women-worker,  oujned  ond  controlled 
639  Moss,  five.,  Cambridge  547-2302 


< 


US€D 

SOUMD 


Boston’s  largest  dealer 
In  used  stereo  components 
at  UNBELIEVABLE  PRICES! 
Pre-tested  &  Guaranteed. 
We  buy,  sell,  trade  &  repair. 
Hours: 

Mon  thru  Frt  10-5:30 
Sat  10-5,  Thurs  1041 
225  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
OH  Copley  Sq.  247-7707 


> 

> 

> 

> 

> 


Sister’s 
Sub  Shop 

20A  College  Ave. 

Davis  Square,  Somerville 

Early  am.  —  Donuts, 
muffins,  light  breakfast 
Subs  &  Sandwiches  of  all  kinds 
Call  for  Fast  Service  623-7050 
Hours:  8:30  a.m.  ’til 
8:30  p.m.  Tues.-Sun. 
Brothers  Welcome 


PERMANENT 
HAIR  REMOVAL 


AT  REASONABLE  BATES . 
FOB  MEN  AND  WOMEN 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 
12Q  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BRIGHTON,  MASS.  02135' 
CALL:  734-5777 


States  of  Desire,  Edmund-White  10.95 
Life  of  Lorena  Hickok,  Faber. . . .  10.95 
Ancient  Mirrors  of  Womanhood, 

Merlin  Stone .  6.95 

Official  Souvenir  Program  from 

10/79  March  on  Washington. .  1.00 
Now  The  Volcano,  anthology  of  Latin 
American  Gay  Male  fiction. . .  6.95 

Rushes,  John  Rechy .  8.50 

Pink  Triangle  ceramic  pin,  crafted 

by  Judy  Stone .  1.50 

Send  25<t  to  receive  catalog.  (212)  255-8097 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop 
15  Christopher  Street,  New  York  City  10014 


Save  this  Ad  10 %  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
prices  ANYWHERE  I  Outside  antenna  installa 
tion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  on  honest  price! 

1  Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


DISCUSS  YOUR  AUTOMOBILE  NEEDS 
IN  A  RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE  . . . 


ROBERT  ARON 

CONSULTANT  AND  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Please  call  for  an  appointment  ! 

617/924-8100  | 

PETER  FULLER  OLDSMOBILE 

43  N.  BEACON  ST.  ON  THE  SQUARE 
WATERTOWN,  MASS. 

j  Convenient  to  all  Public  Transportation 

- 
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Alive! 

Wise  Women  Enterprises,  Inc. 

20  West  22nd  Street,  Room  612 
New  York,  NY  10010 

By  Naomi  Schapiro 
Hurray  —  here  is  women’s  jazz:  a 
record  that  combines  an  exciting 
musical  form  with  lyrics  that  talk 
about  our  lives!  “Alive!”  is  the 
first  album  of  a  San  Francisco- 
based  quintet  of  the  same  name, 
and  it’s  a  wonderful  record. 

For  years,  my  listening  has  been 
split  between  women’s  music, 
which  I  liked  for  the  message,  and 
jazz,  which  I  liked  for  the  sound. 
The  lyrics  of  most  jazz  tunes  are 
abominable:  “I’ll  die  if  you  leave 
me,”  “You  can  abuse  me  as  long 
as  you  stay,”  or  “Now  the  world 
is  perfect  because  we’re  to¬ 
gether.”  Consider  Billy  Stray- 
horn’s  “Lush  Life,”  which  has 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  melodies 
around,  but  whose  message  is, 
“You  left  me,  so  I’ll  turn  into  a 
drunk  and  rot  away.”  Women’s 
music  offered  a  powerful  anti¬ 
dote:  pictures  of  women  loving 
each  other  and  struggling  to  create 
relationships  where  we  can  be  true 
to  ourselves  and  each  other.  But 
the  form  was  limited,  for  a  long 
time,  to  white  North  American 
folk-influenced  music.  The  gos¬ 
pel,  soul  and  jazz-fusion  influ¬ 
ences  of  Linda  Tillery,  Mary  Wat¬ 
kins  and  Gwen  Avery  have  been 
welcome  additions  to  the  stock  of 
women’s  music.  Alive!  adds  a  new 
element  -  vocal  improvisation  -and 
a  creative  acoustic  jazz  sound. 

The  group  consists  of  a  pianist, 
bass  and  cellist,  drummer,  conga/ 
percussionist,  and  a  vocalist,  all  of 
whom  are  accomplished  musi¬ 
cians.  Rhiannon,  who  took  her 
name  from  a  Celtic  witch  (“lover 
of  the  music  of  the  earth”),  uses 
her  rich  voice  like  a  versatile  in¬ 
strument  —  a  concept  that  is  fam¬ 
iliar  m  jazz,  but  may  be  new  to 
women’s  music  audiences.  She 


“scats”  throughout  the  album  — 
that  is,  sings  syllables,  rather  than 
words,  to  an  improvised  melody. 
In  addition,  she  uses  calls  in  the 
song  “Rhiannon,”  imitates  traffic 
in  “City  Life”  (complemented  by 
fog  horns  and  whistles),  and 
shapes  her  voice  in  “Dark  Side  of 
the  Moon”  solhat  it  is  barely  dis¬ 
tinguishable  from  the  other  instru¬ 
ments  in  the  band. 

One  of  the  strengths  of  Alive!  is 
their  ability  to  blend  together, 
whether  in  the  vocals  and  percus¬ 
sion  of  “Yemaya”  or  the  collec¬ 
tive  improvisation  of  “Rhian¬ 
non”  and  “Dark  Side  of  the 
Moon.”  There  are  occasional 
glimpses  of  the  individual  talents 
of  other  band  members:  brief 
solos  and  sensitive  piano  accom¬ 
paniment  by  Janet  Small,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  duet  with  Rhiannon, 
“Part  of  Me;”  a  bass  solo  by 
Suzanne  Vincenza  in  “Some¬ 
body’s  Talking  to  You;”  the  per¬ 
cussion  break  at  •  the  end  of 
“Yemaya”  led  by  Carolyn  Bran¬ 
dy;  tasteful  drumming  throughout 
by  Barbara  Borden.  These 
glimpses  were  a  tease,  and  I  wish 
the  album  had  been  longer  and 
had  included  more  instrumental 
solos. 

The  women  of  Alive!  write  on 
the  album  cover  that  they  “believe 
in  the  revolutionary  and  spiritual 
power  of  music.”  And  indeed 
there  is  a  spirituality  which  per¬ 
vades  their  music,  right  from  the 
first  song  of  the  record,  Michele 
Rosewoman’s  “Somebody’s  Talk¬ 
in’  To  You:” 

Listen  to  what  she’s  sayin’, 
that  ole  moon’s  shinin’  bright 
tonight. 

If  you  listen  you  can  hear  her 
power  sprayin’, 
sister  moon  fills  your  heart 
with  her  light. 

I  must  admit  that  I  have  a  high 
level  of  suspicion  about  the  moon, 
candles,  and  other  symbols  of 
spiritualism  in  the  lesbian  com¬ 


munity.  I’m  always  afraid  that 
women  who  look  to  goddesses  for 
strength  will  rely  on  them  to  do 
the  work  we  need  to  be  doing  our¬ 
selves.  But  a  later  song,  written  by 
Carolyn  Brandy,  asks: 

In  the  rape  of  this  land, 
many  people  have  suffered. 

Oh,  where  is  the  Spirit 
Healer? 

and  concludes, 

Woman,  you  know  you’ve  got 
to  change  it, 

Don’t  you  know  you’re  the 
Spirit  Healer? 

At  last  summer’s  Michigan 
Women’s  Music  Festival,  Alive! 
urged  the  audience  to  work  for  the 
inclusion  of  more  ethnic  and 
particularly  third  World  perform¬ 
ers  in  the  Festival.  The  last  song 
on  the  album,  “Yemaya,”  an  in¬ 
credibly  soothing  tribute  to  the 
Yoruban  ocean  goddess,  is  also  a 
tribute  to  the  West  African 
rhythms  that  are  a  strong  influ¬ 
ence  on  Carolyn  Brandy  in  parti¬ 
cular,  and  the  group’s  music  as  a 
whole. 

Every  women’s  album  seems  to 
have  at  least  one  love  song  that 
hits  so  close  to  home  that  it’s  pain¬ 
ful  to  listen  to.  It’s  the  song  you 
either  skip  or  play  over  and  over 
again,  tears  streaming  down  your 
face.  The  killer  song  on  this  album 
is  “Part  of  Me/Changes,”  written 
by  Rhiannon  about  a  lover  that 
she  needs  to,  but  doesn’t  want  to, 
leave  (“Hang  on.  I’m  tryin’  to  let 
you  go  .  .  .”)  and  the  changes  she 
determines  to  go' through.  It  is  a 
song  that  is  very  sad  and  very 
funny  at  the  same  time.  It’s  a  love 
song  for  our  age  —  for  lesbians, 
determined  by  definition  to  be 
true  to  ourselves  at  great  risk, 
living  in  the  “me”  generation, 
dedicated  to  change  and  self- 
improvement  —  we  too  often 
change  in  ways  that  our  lovers 
don’t  or  can’t,  and  face  a  painful 
decision  about  stopping  our  own 
growth  or  leaving  someone  who 


has  become  part  of  us.  I  don’t 
know  of  any  other  song  that 
speaks  to  the  conflict  and  ambiva¬ 
lence  surrounding  that  decision  in 
quite  the  same  way. 

I  have  very  few  reservations 
about  this  album.  Some  of  the 
songs  have  been  more  exciting  in 
live  performances,  but  this  is  al¬ 
most  universally  true  of  music. 
“Rhiannon”  and  “Dark  Side  of 
the  Moon,”  which  are  quiet, 
arhythmic,  and  somewhat  “spac- 


The  following  letter  was  written 
to  the  editor  of  the  Village  Voice 
in  New  York  City.  It  was 
published  in  the  Jan.  7  issue  of  the 
newspaper.  Gerald  Walker  is  the 
author  of  the  novel.  Cruising. 
Richard  Goldstein  is  a  Village 
Voice  writer  who  reviewed  Bent 
for  that  paper.  Arthur  Bell  is  a 
Village  Voice  columnist  who  is 
credited  with  starting  the  protests 
of  the  filming  of  Cruising  by 
writing  about  it  in  his  column. 

Dear  Editor: 

The  new  play,  Bent,  provokes 
some  questions  I’d  like  to  pass 
along  to  militant  gay  leaders  who 
last  summer  encouraged  demon¬ 
strations  against  the  filming  of  my 
novel,  Cruising.  Because  an  action 
is  depicted  in  a  film  or  play,  does 
that  mean  the  work  endorses  the 
action?  Further,  does  it  mean  the 
work  intends  to  endorse  the 
action? 

In  the  case  of  Cruising,  gay  lib 
replied  with  an  unequivocal  — 
and  unthinking  —  affirmative. 
The  anti-homosexual  violence  of 
two  deranged  individuals  in  the 
film,  gay  lib  asserted,  would 
indeed  inspire  similar  violence  in 
real  life. 

But  if  the  answer  to  the  above 
questions  is  yes,  why  have  gay 
lib’s  leaders  not  gone  into  the 
streets  again  about  Bent,  a  play 


ey,”  have  actually  benefited  from 
being  tightened  up  for  a  record¬ 
ing.  The  songs  are  not  written  for 
every  woman;  they  will  probably 
appeal  most  to  women  who  are  in 
touch  with  a  feminist  community. 
But,  to  paraphrase  the  album 
cover,  they  are  honest  and  they 
come  from  the  heart. 

I  hope  that  this  group  continues 
to  create  its  special  music,  and 
.that  we  see  a  second  album  soon. 


whose  homosexual  characters  are 
not  the  random  victims  of 
deranged  individuals,  but  of  an 
entire  Nazified  society?  Is  the 
weather  now  too  cold  to  demon¬ 
strate?  Is  it  that  the  author  of  Bent 
has  identified  himself  as  a  homo¬ 
sexual,  thus  somehow  changing 
the  ground  rules?  Or  have  gay 
lib’s  leaders  actually  learned 
something  about  fiction,  drama, 
and  free  speech? 

— Gerald  Walker 
New  York  City 

Richard  Goldstein  replies:  The 
difference  between  Bent  and 
Cruising  is  like  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  The  Sorrow  and  the  Pity 
and  Jew  Suss.  It  is  not  just  vio¬ 
lence,  but  adherence  tp  stereotype 
without  the  “ relief ”  of  realism, 
that  makes  Cruising  a  work  of 
bigotry.  There  is  no  loving  gay 
relationship  in  this  book;  two  such 
relationships  form  the  crux  of 
Bent.  Walker  may  think  people 
ought  to  gurgle  tolerantly  when  he 
steps  on  their  throats  in  the  name 
of  free  expression.  I  won ‘t. 

Arthur  Bell  replies:  I  don’t 
know  why  this  paper  insists  on 
printing  the  letters  of  this  shoddy, 
two-bit,  self-promoting  creep.  If 
he  weren’t  an  editor  at  the  New 
York  Times,  they’d  go  into  the  file 
basket. 


Did  You  See? 


Wednesday,  March  19, 

1980,  6-10  p.m.  in  honor  of 
State  Representative 
Barney  Frank  and 
Valeska,  Co-Chair  of  the 
National  Gay  Task 
for  their  efforts  in  behalf 
of  equal  rights  for  all. 

Tickets  are  $10  and  are 
on  sale  at  Buddies, 

Somewhere,  and  Copley 
Flair,  or  can  be  purchased 
at  the  door.  There  will  be 
a  cash  bar  and  tours  will 
be  given  of  the  museum 
which  has  ample  parking 
and  is  located  near  South 
*  Station  Subway. 


SPONSORS 


The  Boston  Chapter  of  the 
National  Organization  for 
Women  and  the 
Massachusetts  Gay 
Political  Caucus  invite  you 
to  a  joint  benefit  at  the 

Museum 
Transportation 

Museum  Wharf,  Boston  on 
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Gloria  Steinem 

onthk 


Gloria  Steinem  entered  the  women’s  movement  in  1968 
when,  as  a  journalist  for  New  York  magazine,  she  began 
writing  about  abortion  rights.  She  recalls  being  deeply  moved 
by  testimony  given  at  a  hearing  called  by  feminists  in  1969. 
“People  were  telling  the  truth  about  what  it  is  like  to  be  forced 
into  the  criminal  underground  ...  I  understood  because  1, 
too,  had  had  an  abortion  and  couldn’t  tell  anyone.” 

However,  before  the  second  wave  of  feminism  rolled  in, 
and  before  its  ominous  power  was  diffused  by  the  makers  of 
popular  culture  with  their  mass  marketing  of  “women’s  lib,” 
magazine  editors  spurned  articles  about  feminist  issues.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Steinem,  magazines  were  accepting  “.  .  .  about  one 
feminist  article  per  year.  They’d  say  to  you,  ‘Sorry,  but  we’ve 
had  our  feminist  article  for  the  year’.” 

So  Steinem  began  lecturing.  She  and  feminist  Dor¬ 
othy  Pitman  Hughes  talked  about  the  feminist  issues  of  the 
early  ’70s,  such  as  child  care,  rape  centers,  abortion  legisla¬ 
tion,  job  and  salary  equality,  to  college  audiences  “.  .  .  especi¬ 
ally  in  the  South  and  places  like  Kansas,  Oregon  —  where  this 
information  was  harder  to  come  by.” 

In  1971,  she  joined  a  group  of  women,  many  of  whom 
were  writers,  in  founding  the  Women’s  Action  Alliance  in  New 
York  City.  They  meant  to  create  a  feminist  newsletter;  about 
one  year  later,  they  were  embarking  on  a  much  more  ambi¬ 
tious  project:  Ms.  Magazine.  Thus,  Gloria  Steinem  became  a 
founder  and  an  editor  of  Ms.  and  the  president  of  the  Ms. 
Foundation  for  Women  (now  called  the  Ms.  Foundation  for 
Education  and  Communication). 

These  days  Steinem  is  giving  lots  of  interviews;  she’s 
spreading  the  word  about  The  New  Ms. .  How  does  this  Ms. 
differ  from  its  predecessor?  Well,  first  of  all,  the  magazine  is 
now  non-profit,  and,  secondly  .  .  .  ?  Exactly  what  changes 
can  Ms.  readers  hope  to  find  in  The  New  Ms.  ?  Ms.  Steinem 
responds  to  this  question  and  others  in  the  following  excerpts 
from  an  interview  done  by  Aimee  Sands  for  WGBH  radio’s 
evening  news  show,  'GBH  Journal. 


GCN:  Recently  you  wrote  in  Ms.  about  feminist  issues  for  the 
’80s.  The  upcoming  White  House  Conference  on  the  Family 
will,  we  expect,  address  some  of  these  issues.  Yet  women’s 
organizations  across  the  country  are  claiming  that  the  “right 
wingers”  are  attempting  to  control  the  conference.  Do  you  see 
this  as  something  to  worry  about? 

GS:  It’s  something  to  worry  about,  but  we  didn’t  want  the 
White  House  Conference  on  the  Family  in  the  First  place.  We 
never  asked  for  it;  it’s  somebody  else’s  priority.  We  are  long 
past  the  point  where  we  need  to  testify  on  these  issues.  We’ve 
already  gone  through  a  much  bigger  and  more  democratic  pro¬ 
cess  addressing  the  same  issues  at  the  National  Women’s  Con¬ 
ference  in  Houston  (in  1977).  Do  we  need  to  go  and  testify  one 
more  time  about  what’s  wrong?  Flo  Kennedy  used  to  say,  “If 
you’re  lying  in  a  ditch  with  a  truck  on  your  ankle,  do  you  send 
someone  to  the  library  to  find  out  how  much  the  truck  weighs? 
No,  you  try  to  get  it  off.” 

I  think  it’s  unfortunate  that  the  conference  exists  at  all 
.  .  .  because  it’s  a  diversion  [coming  as  it  does]  at  election 
time,  and  it’s  not  democratically  constituted  .  .  .  [OJne  half, 
or  a  major  portion,  of  each  state’s  delegation  is  appointed  by 
the  governor  .  .  .  [unlike  the  Houston  Conference,  for  which 
delegate  selections]  were  made  in  .  .  .  open,  crazy,  townhall¬ 
like  meetings  in  each  state.  Many  women’s  groups  have  com¬ 
plained  that  they  aren’t  even  being  notified  that  meetings  exist 
at  all.  One  of  the  major  Jewish  women’s  organizations  has  just 
issued  a  warning  to  President  Carter  that  this  is  not  being  run 
democratically,  that  they  are  not  being  notified,  that  ultra¬ 
right  wing  forces  are  taking  it  over.  This  letter  is  important 
because  it  signals  everyone  in  advance  that  this  is  not  a  demo¬ 
cratic  process. 

It  perhaps  would  have  been  better  if  we  could  have  made  a 
nation-wide  decision  whether  to  participate  in  it  or  boycott  it. 
ButSthat  decision,  naturally,  tended  to  be  made  by  women  in 
their  own  states.  And  we  had  already  put  a  certain  amount  of 
energy  into  it  anyway,  because  we  had  fought  to  have  the  title 
of  the  conference  changed  to  The  White  House  Conference  on 
Families’  (plural)  so  that  it  wouldn’t  be  perceived  as  being 
about  one  kind  of  family. 

Also,  the  conference  started  out  being  headed  by  a 
woman  who  we  thought  was  good  —  a  divorced,  black  woman 
—  but  she  was  ultimately  forced  out  by  the  Catholic  bishops 
who  said  that  no  one  who  was  divorced  could  be  head  of  a 
conference  on  the  family. 

GCN:  It  sounds  to  me  like  a  right-wing  answer  to  the  Houston 
conference  .  .  .  ? 

GS:  That’s  what  they  hope.  They’re  taking  up  the  same  issues 
and  trying  to  overturn  what  was  done  in  Houston  with  a 
fraction  of  the  people  and  not  at  all  the  same  kind  of  par¬ 
ticipation.  Even  though  the  right  wing  also  made  some  success¬ 
ful  efforts  to  take  over  [state  conferences  at  which  delegates  to 
Houston  were  selected],  it  was  big  and  open  enough  that,  in 
the  end,  the  majority  opinion  was  voiced,  even  though  some 
states  had  been  taken  over. 

GCN:  On  the  subject  of  the  ERA’S  progress,  what  have 
emerged  as  (he  strategies  that  win  state  ratification  and  what 
are  the  strategies  that  lose  it? 

GS:  That’s  tough  to  answer.  After  you’ve  tried  102  strategies 
and  none  of  them  has  worked,  you  really  begin  to  wonder  .  .  . 


I  think  the  economic  boycott  is  probably  the  most  fruitful 
—  in  combination  with  other  pressures  —  because  what  we 
have  observed  is  that,  despite  what  our  civics  texts  said,  we  do 
not  have  a  democracy  in  the  state  legislatures.  If  we  did,  we 
would  h£ve  the  ERA  by  now.  The  resistance  is  mainly  eco¬ 
nomic. 

For  instance,  insurance  is  an  industry  which  is  regulated 
at  the  state  level.  There  are  a  lot  of  conservative  insurance 
companies  which  do  not  want  to  have  to  equalize  their  actuar¬ 
ial  tables.  That  alone  would  cost  them  a  lot  of  money,  not  to 
mention  [how  much  it  would  cost  them  to  fairly]  pay  all  the 
women  office  workers  who  are  their  cheap  labor  force.  These 
companies  are  heavily  involved  with  the  state  legislatures  who 
regulate  them  .  .  .  and  state  legislators  have  been  allowed  to 
function  in  a  penalty-free  environment.  We  haven’t  paid  even 
as  much  attention  to  [the  unethical  practices  of  individuals]  in 
those  state  bodies  as  we  have  to  Congress.  State  legislatures, 
especially  in  conservative  states,  tend  to  be  occupied  by  people 
who  can  afford  to  be  there  .  .  .  because  it  doesn’t  pay  a  full¬ 
time  salary.  They  are  there  for  some  ulterior  motive  —  to 
regulate  real  estate  or  insurance.  They  don’t  make  what  you 
would  call  a  representative  body. 

The  countervailing  pressure  of  economies  —  having  300 
national  or  international  organizations  saying  they’re  not 
going  to  Miami  or  Chicago  or  Atlanta  for  their  conventions  — 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  most  effective  strategy. 

The  second  strategy  is  simply  diselecting  people  who  are 
against  the  ERA.  But  until  I  had  spent  a  few  years  going 
through  this,  I  didn’t  understand  one,  how  difficult  that  is, 
and  two,  that  even  when  you  succeed  at  it,  it  doesn’t  neces¬ 
sarily  work.  In  Nevada,  we  elected  or  re-elected  11  legislators 
because  they  supported  the  ERA  and  they  pledged  in  writing 
to  support  it.  But  everyone  of  them  voted  against  it,  because 
once  they  got  into  office,  the  conservative  and  Mormon  legis¬ 
lative  leaders  said,  “You’ll  never  have  a  political  future  in  this 
state  if  you  vote  for  it.  You  want  to  be  a  committee  chair  ever? 
You  want  to  have  your  ethics  rap  dropped?”  So  I  would  say 
that,  while  electing  or  dis-electing  people  on  the  basis  of  their 
[ERA]  support,  or  lack  of  it,  is  the  second  most  important 
weapon,  we  have  to  understand  that  even  that  is  still  subject  to 
pressure  of  the  leadership. 

GCN:  Are  you  saying  that  the  ERA  has  lost  in  so  many  states 
because  the  women’s  movement,  despite  well  developed  strate¬ 
gies,  isn’t  strong  enough  yet? 

GS:  Well,  it  depends  on  what  you  consider  to  be  strength.  If 
you  consider  strength  in  terms  of  numbers,  then  we’re  more 
than  strong  enough,  if  this  were  a  democracy,  we  would  have 
had  the  ERA  by  now.  If  you  consider  strength  [in  terms  of] 
being  in  positions  of  power  [which  enable  us  to]  give  out 
political  favors,  we’re  not  there. 

GCN:  Do  you  think  getting  into  those  positions  is  the  answer? 

GS:  We  can’t,  so  we  must  use  different  methods  [in  which  our 
greater  number  is  an  advantage]  .  .  .  That’s  why  an  economic 
boycott  is  a  good  method  for  us. 

In  Illinois,  we  have  always  had  a  majority  [who  favor  the 
ERA]  in  the  legislature,  but  they  require  three-fifths  for  ratify¬ 
ing  constitutional  amendments.  So  we’ve  lost  by  a  couple  of 
votes  each  time.  The  leadership  understands  that  a  majority 
want  the  ERA  and  they  know  that  they  could  get  rid  of  the 
three-fifths  rule  by  a  majority  vote  .  .  .  but  they  keep  it  losing. 
GCN:  Do  you  have  an  analysis  of  why  the  ERA  was  defeated 
in  Georgia  in  the  beginning  of  this  year? 

GS:  We  never  thought  it  was  going  to  win  in  Georgia;  we 
always  knew  we  were  going  to  lose  it  by  nine  votes.  We  were 
trying  to  keep  legislators  from  bringing  it  up,  because  that 
would  have  a  bad  impact  on  Missouri  [which  we  thought 
would  be  the  next  state  to  vote]. 

A  combination  of  motivations  led  the  legislature  to  bring 
up  the  ERA  when  it  did.  One  was  the  right  wing’s  desire  to 
take  advantage  of  the  negative  psychological  impact  [of  a 
defeat,  with  the  Missouri  vote  imminent].  Another  was  the 
desire  on  the  part  of  many  people  in  Georgia  to  embarrass 
Carter.  Another,  more  sensible  motive  was  to  get  politicians 
on  record  before  the  next  election  .  .  .  - 

Each  state  legislature  is  like  a  Russian  novel:  it’s  very 
complicated.  This  has  demonstrated  to  me  once  again  the  [fal¬ 
laciousness]  of  my  old  belief  that  [you]  work  inside  the  system 
or  [you]  work  outside  the  system,  [but  not  both],  1  see  now 
that,  if  we  make  that  choice,  we’re  cooked.  We  have  to  sur¬ 
round  goals,  not  just  approach  them  from  one  direction.  We 
must  do  everything  —  demonstrate  in  the  street,  have  econom¬ 
ic  boycotts,  and  be  working  inside,  and  be  persuading  the 
wives  and  the  daughters  of  the  people  who  are  voting  —  use 
every  possible  means  to  make  up  for  our  enormous  lack  of 
power  in  terms  of  [conventional  political]  pressure. 

GCN:  Are  you  pessimistic  about  the  ERA  at  this  point? 

GS:  I’m  not  optimistic.  I  would  qualify  that  by  saying  I  am 
optimistic  about  the  ERA  and  about  how  people  feel  about  it, 
but  I’m  pessimistic  about  the  state  legislatures. 


GCN:  If  the  ERA  is  not  ratified  by  enough  states,  what  impact 
jo  you  think  that  will  have  on  the  women’s  movement? 

GS:  It’s  hard  to  say.  Some  people  would  be  discouraged  and 
drop  out  altogether  —  at  least  for  a  while.  Some  people  would 
be  very  angry  and  say,  “We’re  going  to  reintroduce  this  right 
away  and  do  it  all  over  again  until  we  get  it  right.”  That  might 
be  the  majority  opinion.  And  some  will  be  disillusioned  with 
making  change  through  the  electoral  system  and  turn  to  other 
forms  of  making  change  instead. 

GCN:  Do  you  think  that  a  defeat  of  the  ERA  would  be  the 
kind  of  blow  from  which  the  women’s  movement  would  not 
recover? 

GS:  Oh  no,  we  would  certainly  recover.  This  is  an  issue  that  is 
left  over  from  the  first  wave  of  feminism  that’s  an  enshrining 
principle  of  equality  in  the  Constitution,  as  well  as  a  crucial 
legislative  tool.  Reproductive  freedom,  economic  equity, 
power  in  the  home  and  family  —  certainly  it  [failure  of  the 
ERA]  would  not  stor  [pursuit  of]  these  .  .  . 

To  me,  the  sad'1  st  result  would  be  any  scapegoating 
within  the  movemen'  women  who  had  disagreements  with 
other  women  in  the  movement  anyway  saying,  “It’s  their  fault 
we  lost  it.”  That  would  break  my  heart  —  because  the  courage 
and  the  energy  that  have  gone  into  this  fight  have  been  incred¬ 
ible.  It’s  as  if  we’ve  been  asked  to  rebuild  the  entire  telephone 
system  in  order  to  make  one  phone  call.  We’ve  had  to  reform 
and  pressure  and  dis-elect  or  re-elect  in  every  state  legislature 
...  So  it  would  be  very  sad  if  women  blamed  ourselves  instead 
of  saying,  “We’re  going  to  continue  together.” 

GCN:  Recent  issues  of  Ms.  have  examined  the  effects,  ac¬ 
cording  to  popular  culture,  of  feminism  on  straight  men. 
Kramer  Versus  Kramer,  Starting  Over,  and  a  number  of  tele¬ 
vision  serials  focused  on  the  abandoned  male  victim  of  a  newly 
liberated  woman.  What  does  the  rising  popularity  of  this 
theme  mean? 

GS:  It  means  that  feminism  is  now  part  of  mainstream  popular 
culture.  In  that  sense,  it’s  good  news.  Perhaps  this  is  easiest  to 
discuss  in  the  specific,  so  I’ll  take  the  example  of  Kramer 
Versus  Kramer.  I  had  misgivings  about  the  role  of  women  — 
the  wife  and  the  wife’s  friend  —  in  it,  and  yet  I  thought  it  was 
probably  a  plus  to  have  a  movie  about  a  man’s  relationship  to 
a  child,  which  I  haven’t  seen  before.  Also,  it  was  a  statement 
about  what  parenthood  could  do  for  men;  it  took  a  man  who 
started  out  as  a  very  selfish  and  rather  silly  person  who  knew 
nothing  about  his  son  (He  had  to  ask  him,  “What  grade  are 
you  in?”)  and  [showed  that,  after]  he  had  to  take  respon¬ 
sibility  for  another  human  being,  he  became  a  much  nicer 
person.  That  was  another  plus.  In  the  long  run,  I  think  the 
movie  was  basically  a  plus,  though  I  wish  the  woman  had  been 
portrayed  more  fully  and  her  motive  [fot;  leaving  the  husband 
and  child  depicted]  more  clearly. 

GCN:  Many  feminists  are  worried  that  movies  like  Kramer 
Versus  Kramer,  in  which  a  movement  by  and  for  women  is 
used  as  an  excuse  to  turn  serious  attention  away  from  women 
and  sympathetically  back  toward  men  —  may  be  the  start  of  a 
trend.  Are  you  similarly  concerned? 

GS:  It’s  a  problem.  With  change  comes  danger.  If  we  say,  as  I 
think  we  must,  that  the  work  at  home  should  be  shared  and 
men  can  and  should  be  equal  parents  for  the  sake  of  the  child 
and  everybody  else,  then  we  also  make  a  case  for  women  some¬ 
times  to  lose  custody  unjustly.  If  we  say  the  female  job 
ghettoes  (like  telephone  operators,  office  workers,  and  so  on) 
should  be  integrated  in  order  to  get  the  salaries  up,  then  some 
women  are  going  to  lose  jobs  in  transition.  Our  task  is  to 
struggle  all  the  time  to  make  [our  society]  as  humane  as  it  can 
be  and  to  explain  to  people  that,  while  they  may  find  it  unusual 
that  there’s  a  movie  made  about  a  man  being  a  single  parent, 
there  are  millions  upon  millions  of  women  who  are  Struggling 
as  single  parents  and  no  one  even  cares  enough  to  make  a 
movie  [about  them].  So  it’s  a  problem  of  keeping  both  things 
in  the  public  eye  simultaneously.  It  would  not  be  helpful  to  say 
that  a  movie  like  Kramer  Versus  Kramer  should  not  exist. 
What  we  need  to  do  is  indicate  why  it’s  incomplete. 

GCN:  Why  do  you  think  the  film  is  incomplete? 

GS:  First  of  all,  since  it’s  a  movie  based  on  a  case  from  some 
years  ago,  it  doesn’t  deal  with  shared  custody.  Since  the 
parents  don’t  get  along  that  poorly  and  are  good  parents,  you 
want  to  shout  out  from  the  audience,  “What  about  shared 
custody?” 

There’s  also  the  problem  of  the  mother’s  motive  for 
giving  custody  of  the  child  back  to  the  father;  all  she  says  is 
that  she  realizes  that  this  apartment  is  the  little  boy’s  home. 
Well,  kids  aren’t  cats;  they  don’t  get  that  attached  to  a  place. 
If  she  had  instead  said  to  her  husband,  “I  realize  that  you  need 
Billy  more  than  I  do,”  that  would  have  made  sense  to  me; 
[having  been  steeped  in]  female  culture  and  having  raised  a 
child,  she  had  had  an  experience  that  her  husband  was  still 
having  and  being  tranformed  by. 

GCN:  How  does  this  make  the  film  incomplete? 

GS:  The  film  showed  her  reasons  for  leaving  from  the  man’s 
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point  of  view.  She  really  had  to  leave  and  be  on  her  own.  He 
[her  husband]  had  obviously  been  a  very  destructive  partner, 
having  told  her,  “You  can’t  possibly  work  and  if  you  did  you 
would  be  too  stupid  to  make  enough  money  to  pay  for  a  baby¬ 
sitter  ...” 

There’s  a  danger  that  the  film  [will  be  interpreted  as 
saying],  “If  you  go  away  for  a  while  you  can’t  get  your  child 
back.”  We  need  to  [let  the  public  know]  that  many  sorts  of 
solutions  are  possible  and  we  need  to  make  movies  about 
women  who  are  single  parents  who  really  have  to  struggle. 

I  know  a  man  who  has  the  custody  of  two  of  his  children 
.  .  .  and  his  wife  has  custody  of  the  third  and  youngest  child.. 
And  it  annoys  me  (as  I’m  sure  it  annoys  every  woman  who  sees 
him)  that  he  gets  so  much  sympathy  while  all  the  women  that  I 
know  in  his  situation  don’t. 

GCN:  Ms.  has  fairly  limited  coverage  of  lesbian  issues  —  dis¬ 
cussion  of  a  concept  like  woman-identified  women,  gay  rights, 
fiction  dealing  with  lesbians’  relationships  .  .  .  Why  is  that? 

GS:  I’ve  been  answering  (journalists’)  questions  all  day  about 
why  we  have  so  much.  In  fact,  about  a  third  of  the  interview  I 
just  had  with  a  woman  from  the  Globe  centered  on  her  ques¬ 
tion  “Hasn’t  Ms.  damaged  the  movement  enough  by  having 
too  much  coverage  of  lesbians?”  I’d  much  rather  answer  your 
question. 

We  did  reprint  “Woman  Identified  Woman, ’’and  we've 
run  articles  by  Charlotte  Bunch  and  many  other  folks  have 
written  specifically  about  lesbian  feminism  as  a  point  of  view 
and  as  an  experience.  We  have  published  fiction  by  and  about 
lesbians  specifically.  In  fact,  we’  re  a; joke  among  our  writers, 
who  complain,  “When  we  write  for  you,  we  have  to  include 
one  white  heterosexual  woman,  one  black  woman,  one  chicana 
woman,  and  lesbian  feminists  and  women  who  are  single 
parents  ...”  This  is  because,  for  each  issue  that  affects  a  wide 
variety  of  people,  we  try  to  get  the  writers  to  use  examples 
from  the  whole  population  that  are  affected  by  those  issues 

I  feel  that  we’ve  had  some  good  years  and  some  less  good 
years  in  terms  of  representative  coverage  [of  lesbians] .  Some¬ 
where  in  the  middle  ’70s  we  didn’t  do  as  well  as  we  did  in  the 
beginning.  I’m  not  quite  sure  why  .  .  . 

We’ve  also  printed  articles  by  Andrea  Dworkin,  Barbara 
Love,  and  Audre  Lorde,  and  we  cover  lesbian  custody  cases. 
We  had  a  great  story  in  our  family  series  by  a  second  genera¬ 
tion  lesbian,  a  woman  who  was  raised  by  a  lesbian  couple.  In 
fact,  the  best  history  of  what  we  do  is  probably  assembled  by 
the  right  wing  which  has  gotten  us  banned  in  many  libraries 
and  schools.  We’ve  fought  several  legal  cases  on  that. 

Also  [Ms.  is  thwarted]  even  by  the  so-called  new  women’s 
magazines  like  Working  Woman,  which  read  through  Ms.  and 
underline  everything  about  lesbianism,  and  convince  our  ad- 

ivertisers  to  advertise  in  their  magazines  instead.  But  of  course 
we  keep  on  doing  [articles  on  lesbianism]  anyway. 

Sexuality  is  a  way  we  express  ourselves  to  each  other.  To 
say  that  we  can  only  use  it  heterosexually  for  the  purpose  of 
having  children  is  like  saying  that  freedom  of  speech  can  be 
used  to  discuss  only  one  subject. 

We  have  always  listed  lesbian  publications  in  the  classi¬ 
fieds  in  spite  of  advertisers’  protests. 

GCN:  Why  is  that  coverage  important? 

GS:  It’s  an  integral  part  of  feminism.  We’re  taking  about  de- 
politicizing  sexuality,  really,  and  patriarchal  forces  disapprove 
of  —  condemn,  punish  —  all  sexuality  that  doesn’t  take  place 
within  patriarchal  marriage,  directed  at  producing  children.  So 
they  condemn  contraception  and  abortion  as  well  as  sex  be¬ 
tween  people  of  the  same  gender.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
[ending  discrimination  against  lesbians]  is  in  our  self  interest 
.  .  .  [And  of  course]  it’s  a  question  of  civil  rights.  But  there  are 
many  profound  anthropological  reasons  why  it  must  be  done. 
GCN:  There’s  a  growing  realization  among  white  feminists  in 
this  country  that  fighting  our  racism  must  be  a  priority  if  the 
women’s  movement  is  to  reach  its  goals.  Yet,  flipping  through 
Ms. ,  one  notices  that  it  continues  to  be  a  predominantly  white 
magazine.  Are  you  looking  to  change  that?  Specifically,  how 
does  Ms.  plan  to  confront  racism  in  the  decade  ahead? 

GS:  First  of  all,  I  think  it’s  important  to  say  that,  separate 
from  any  organization,  black  women  as  a  group  have  always 
been  more  in  support  of  feminist  goals  than  white  women 
have.  From  the  beginning  of  the  1970s,  when  the  first  major 
polls  of  women’s  opinions  were  done,  when  women  were 
asked,  “Do  you  support  the  basic  goals  of  feminism?”  more 
than  60%  of  black  women  said,  “Yes,”  while  only  32%  of 
white  women  said,  “Yes.”  I  think  we  ought  to  remember  that 
black  women  have  always  been  in  the  leadership  on  these 
issues,  contrary  to  the  media.  We  must  not  fall  into  the  trap  of 
thinking  that  feminism  is  something  that  only  white  women 
know  about. 

Yes,  Ms.  needs  to  do  much  more.  We  also  need  to  say  that 
we  are  the  only  women’s  magazine  whose  staff  is  integrated  at 
all  and  the  [percentage  of)  our  readership  that  is  made  up  of 


minority  women  is  larger  than  [the  percentage  of  minorities]  in 
the  [U.S.]  population.  And  women  like  Alice  Walker  and 
Ntozake  Shange  have  been  primarily  published  by  Ms.  So  I 
feel  proud  of  the  record  to  date,  which  is  not  to  say  that  we 
don’t  need  to  do  better. 

What  is  beginning  to  happen  in  this  forum  is  that  white 
women  readers  are  beginning  to  understand  that  black  women 
writers  are  writing  about  all  women;  white  women  are  no 
longer  viewing  the  black  women’s  experience  as  something 
which  can’t  inform  and  instruct  white  women.  The  black 
woman’s  experience  is  a  universal  experience.  That’s  what 
Alice  Walker  writes  about,  that’s  what  Black  Macho  and  the 
Myth  of  the  Super  Woman  (by  Michelle  Wallace)  is  about. 

Ultimately,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  aren’t  enough  publi¬ 
cations.  There  needs  to  be  a  chicana  feminist  publication; 
Asian  women  are  trying  to  start  a  feminist  magazine.  We  each 
need  space  and  ability  to  speak  and  a  feeling  to  intimacy  which 
allows  us  to  confess  problems  that  we  might  feel  uncomfor¬ 
table  confessing  in  a  larger  setting. 

.  .  .  Women  suffer  from  terminal  guilt;  everything  is  our 
fault.  As  we  strive  in  every  way  to  change,  we  ought  not  to  feel 
too  bad  about  the  fact  that  the  women’s  movement  is  one  of 
the  more  racially  integrated  movements  that  this  country  has 
seen,  much  more  so  than  any  recent  movement:  more  so  than 
the  peace  movement,  more  than  the  environmental  movement 

One  big  problem  is  that  ads  don’t  show  enough  black  or 
other  minority  women.  The  ones  that  do  are  put  only  in  black 
magazines  and  we  are  made  to  feel  that  we’re  depriving  black 
magazines  of  revenue  when  we  ask  for  them.  The  ads  give  you 
a  false  impression  of  the  editorial  content  when  you  flip 
through  the  magazine. 

GCN:  What  does  it  mean  that  Ms.  has  gone  non-profit? 

GS:  It  means  that  now  we  are  an  educational  foundation  like 
Mother  Jones,  the  Smithsonian,  or  the  Black  Scholar.  It’s 
something  that  we  might  logically  have  done  in  the  first  place, 
because  the  first  thing  we  did  when  we  started  publishing  his. 
was  create  the  Ms.  Foundation  for  Women  so  that  any  profit 
from  Ms.  magazine  would  go  to  the  women’s  movement  any¬ 
way.  But  I  suspect  that  we  wouldn’t  have  been  taken  seriously 
unless  we  could  survive  in  the  cold,  commercial  world  for  the 
first  eight  years  —  against  a  lot  of  predictions  to  the  contrary 
and  with  about  an  eighth  or  a  tenth  of  the  money  with  which 
other  publications  have  gone  broke.  [Having  survived  and 
grown  so  that  we’re  taken  seriously]  ...  it  seems  to  me  that 
now  is  the  right  moment  to  become  something  which  is  more 
natural  to  us. 

Also,  the  exciting  thing  about  [going  non-profit]  is  that  it 
allows  us  to  accept  contributions  to  do  things  like  distribute 
free  subscriptions  to  women  on  welfare  and  women  in  prisons. 
We’ve  always  wanted  to  do  that  and  we’ve  never  been  able  to 
afford  it. 

GCN:  What  does  Mr.’s  new  status  mean  in  terms  of  format  or 
content  changes  in  the  magazine? 

GS:  It  means  that  we  cannot  endorse  candidates  for  political 
office.  .  .  .  [U]nlike  when  we  first  started,  there  are  now  a  lot 
of  other  women’s  groups  that  do  that  and  do  it  better  —  the 
National  Women’s  Political  Caucus,  NOW,  and  any  number 
of  local  groups  that  can  rate  candidates  on  issues  of  concern  to 
women  in  a  much  more  complete  and  timely  way  than  a  na¬ 
tional  magazine  that  has  a  three  month  deadline.  And  our 
“movement  movement”  readers  will  be  pleased  because  they 
often  complained  about  the  amount  of  coverage  that  we  gave 
to  the  electoral  system  anyway.  Now  we  will  be  able  to  do 
more  feminist  theory. 

We  will  now  also  be  able  to  ask  for  contributions  to  do  in¬ 
vestigative  journalism.  We’re  starting  an  investigative  journal¬ 
ism  fund  so  that  we  can  do  longer  term  research,  which  we 
badly  need.  Previously,  ouijtop.feelwas  $1000;  it’s  just  not  pos¬ 
sible  for  some  one  person  —  let  alone  a  team  of  persons  —  to 
do  a  good  investigative  job  with  that  amount  of  money. 

For  example,  once  we  spent  about  two  years  researching 
..orchestral  music  composed  by  women,  and  putting  together  a 
program  and  getting  the  New  York  Philharmonic  to  perform  it 
and  getting  them  to  submit  to  Sarah  Caldwell  as  the  conductor 
(they  had  never  been  conducted  by  a  woman  before)  and  hav¬ 
ing  this  concert.  We  had  to  do  all  that  without  help!  It’s  the 
kind  of  thing  that  should  be  eligible  for  tax-exempt  contribu¬ 
tions,  but  as  it  was  we  had  to  do  it  as  an  extra  project  while  we 
were  hanging  on  by  our  nails. 

.  .  .  Also,  now  that  we’re  non-profit,  we  hope  to  make 
more  of  a  connection  with  high  school  and  college  campuses 
and  job  training  programs.  We  were  already  being  heavily  used 
as  recommended  reading  in  all  kinds  of  courses  —  much  to  our 
surprise  (we  didn’t  realize  that  the  text  books  are  as  bad  as  they 
are).  But  it  is  more  difficult  for  teachers  to  recommend  Ms. 
when  it’s  a  commercial  magazinne.  It’s  easier  when  it’s  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  educational  publication. 

GCN:  So  the  decision  to  become  non-profit  was  in  part  an  at¬ 


tempt  to  reach  a  certain  audience  that  you  haven’t  been  able  to 
reach  in  the  past?  .  .  . 

GS:  Yes,  but  not  so  much  the  academic  aspect  as  the  free  sub¬ 
scriptions.  Those  are  really  important  to  us  because  a  big  part 
of  our  mail  has  always  come  from  women  in  institutions. 

Also,  I  personally  am  just  more  comfortable  being  non¬ 
profit.  It  seems  more  honest.  It’s  obviously  not  a  profit- 
oriented  magazine. 

GCN:  I  imagine  that  your  advertising  salespersons,  caught  as 
they  are  between  the  feminism  of  Ms.  and  the  sexism  of  the 
advertising  industry  on  which  you  are  dependent,  must  exper¬ 
ience  many  conflicts.  Do  you  frequently  have  to  compromise 
more  than  you  want  to? 

GS:  It’s  not  simple  because  the  world  of  advertising  is  diverse. 
In  general,  the  best  ads  are  the  ads  that  are  not  consciously 
directed  at  women,  the  ads  in  which  the  advertisers  mean  to 
reach  intelligent  people.The  ads  for  cars,  stereos  and  liquor  are 
usually  more  intelligent  because  they  just  show  the  product. 

Ms.  always  tries  to  get  the  good  (less  sexist)  ads  rather 
than  spend  all  that  time  getting  an  ad  and  then  having  to  reject 
it.  Not  all  advertisers  are  alike;  some  like  Volkswagen  and 
Honda  care  about  [progressive]  content  and  buy  ads  in  Ms.  for 
this  reason. 

We  have  attempted  to  show  that  women  buy  a  broad 
range  of  products.  Before  Ms.,  Detroit  was  convinced  that 
women  didn’t  buy  cars  —  we  just  chose  the  upholstery  color. 
Now  the  same  process  is  going  on  with  stereo  equipment.  We 
finally  convinced  them  that  women  buy  compact  stereos, 
though  they  still  refuse  to  believe  that  women  buy  stereo  com¬ 
ponents  because  they  say  women  don’t  know  anything  about 
stereo  components.  Well,  neither  do  most  men,  and  they  buy 
them. 

Other  women’s  publications  advertise  products  in  three 
categories:  cooking  and  food  products,  household  cleaning 
products,  personal  appearance  products.  And  if  they  have 
food  ads,  they  will  have  recipes  to  go  along  with  them.  You 
have  to  understand  that  the  fact  that  Ms.  gets  food  ads  without 
recipes,  and  shampoo  ads  without  copy  about  feminine 
beauty,  is  in  the  advertising  industry,  a  revolution.  There’s  no 
other  magazine  that  isn’t  owned  by  its  advertisers.  We’ve 
always  kept  editorial  copy  and  advertising  separate. 

Magazines  assume  that  if  they  get  a  certain  circulation, 
then  advertisers  will  want  to  get  into  their  pages,  whereas 
actually  they  don’t  need  it.  Actually,  advertisers  are  more  in¬ 
terested  in  television,  the  mass  audience,  and  they  don’t  always 
work  in  their  own  self-interest:  advertising  toy  trains  as  a 
product  only  for  little  boys  when  there  are  little  girls  who 
would  love  one  ...  I  think  they  feel  it  might  devalue  the 
product  [if  it  became  something  associated  with  little  girls]. 
Also,  they  don’t  look  forward  to  controversy,  even  if  in  the 
long  run  it  accrues  to  their  good.  They  don’t  want  to  be  asso¬ 
ciated  with  change. 
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YOU  CAN  HELP 

Wherever  you  live,  whatever 
you  do,  GCN  needs  you.  Are  we 
covering  news  events  in  your  area? 
Are  there  things  happening  where 
you  live  that  others  elsewhere  in 
the  country  should  know  about  and 
maybe  learn  from?  Would  you  like 
to  see  GCiV s  national  coverage 
increase  and  improve?  Send  us 
clippings  from  your  local  news¬ 
papers  which  deal  with  issues  of 
interest  to  lesbians  and  gay  men 
across  the  country.  Volunteer  news 
writers  and  photographers  are  also 
needed  in  various  areas  of  the  U.S. 
Contact  Dan  Daniel,  News  Edi¬ 
tor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. 


The 

Three  Clowns 
in 

“Take  Another  Look” 

Boston 's 

Lesbian  Theater  Company 
Performs  Their  Latest  Show 

Sunday  March  16  4pm 

at 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin,  Boston 
Tickets:  $3.50  at  the  door 


for  information  call  Molly  at»66 1-2537 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Academy  Award  Nominee 


BEST 

FOREIGN  FILM 

“ONE  OF  THE  YEAR’S  MOST 
DISTINGUISHED  FILMS! 

A  BEAUTIFUL  AND 

IMPORTANT  WORK.’’  -Rex  Reed 


“FRANCO  BRUSATI  HAS  GONE  FAR  BEYOND 
‘BREAD  AND  CHOCOLATE’!  A  LOVELY  AND 
LYRICAL  FILM.”— Judith  Crist 

“A  haunting,  delicate,  complex  film  with  excellent 
performances.”— William  Wolf,  Cue  New  York 

“TO  FORGET  VENICE’  PROBES  SECRET,  SENSITIVE 
HOLLOWS  OF  THE  HEART,  THE  LIBIDO  AND  IT  IS 
ALWAYS  FASCINATING.”— Leo  Lerman,  Vogue 


“BRUSATI  QUITE  SURPASSES  HIS  EARLIER  WORK 
IN  THE  POPULAR  ‘BREAD  AND  CHOCOLATE’.  The 
performances  are  splendid  in  a  film  of  insight  and 
intelligence.”— David  Sterritt,  Christian  Science  Monitor 


Rizzoh  film  presents'  To  Forget  Venice  starring  Erland  Josephson.  Mariangela  Melato. 
Eleonora  Giorgi.  David  Pontremoli.  Fred  Personne.  Anne  Caudry.  Armando  Brancia. 
and  with  Hella  Petri  Directed  by  Franco  Brusati  Screenplay  by  Franco  Brusati  and  Ja>a  Fiaslri 

©  >980  A  Quart.t  I  Films  Incorporated  Release 


A  touching,  poignant,  and  startling  film  of  a  successful  businessman  (Erland  Josephson)  who  returns  to  his  childhood 
home  outside  Venice  with  his  young  male  lover  to  visit  his  "aunt,’'  a  vivacious,  but  aging  opera  singer,  her  niece 
(Mariangela  Melato),  and  her  niece's  female  lover.  Together  as  a  "family"  they  try  to  maintain  the  illusion  that  they 
will  remain  young  forever  as  they  "recapture"  the  innocence  and  joy  of  their  childhoods. 


N.E.  PREMIERE 

STARTS  FRIDAY 


1:45,  3:50,  6:05, 
8:15,  10:15 


CrscnMteHes  ) 

1001  Mass  Ave  GamtmdBe  868-3600  y 


Film 


The  Story  Behind 
the  Movie 


Judy  Davis  as  Sybylla  Melvyn 


My  Brilliant  Career. 

Directed  by  Gillian  Armstrong. 
From  the  novel  by  Miles  Franklin. 
With  Judy  Davis,  Wendy  Hughes, 

Sam  Neill. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

My  Brilliant  Career  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  movie  that  details  the  life  of  a 
young  woman  growing  up  in  turn 
of  the  century  Australia.  Sybylla 
is  a  headstrong  and  gifted  woman 
whose  family  is  struggling  to 
survive  in  the  outback  during  a 
severe  drought.  Since  she  has  just 
come  of  age,  they  have  decided 
that  she  should  take  a  post  as  a 
general  servant.  This  is  not  at  all 
to  her  liking  since  she  has  as¬ 
pirations  that  include  a  career, 
though  somewhat  undetermined, 
in  the  “arts.”  Rescued  by  her 
maternal  grandmother,  who  owns 
a  prosperous  grazing  plantation, 
she  is  able  to  pursue  her  writing 
and  music.  The  crux  of  the  film  is 
Sybylla’s  choice  between  a  “brilli¬ 
ant  career,”  and  her  own  self  de¬ 
termining  principles,  or  a  marri¬ 
age  with  a  neighboring,  monied 
landowner,  to  whom  she  is  at¬ 
tracted. 

Director  Armstrong  (she  is  22 
and  this  is  her  first  full  length 
film)  has  a  good  eye  for  detail  and 
nuance.  Half  of  the  film  is  com¬ 
posed  of  medium  long  shots  that 
establish  the  “periodness,”  and 
the  feeling,  of  a  novel.  The  other 
half  is  slow  tracking  shots  that  fill 
in  the  physical  details  of  everyday 
living:  rows  of  photos  on  top  of  a 
piano,  the  poor  family  of  squat¬ 
ters  having  their  evening  grub,  the 
fancy  dress  ball  at  a  neighboring 
plantation. 

The  camera  is  always  aware  of 
how  Sybylla  is  reacting  to  her  sur¬ 
roundings;  we  experience  them 
with  her,  and  grow  with  her.  This 
is  a  film  about  a  writer  and  we  can 
see  —  almost  feel  —  her  taking 
mental  notes:  observing,  absorb¬ 
ing.  There  is  a  short  scene  where 
Sybylla  is  staying  up  late  with  her 
beau’s  mother  (Pat  Kennedy),  a 
lively  old  lady,  and  drinking  port, 
that  is  a  perfect  meshing  of  cam¬ 
era  movement  (slow,  careful,  and 
a  little  tipsy),  character,  and  situa¬ 
tion.  Often  the  camera  peers 
through  doors,  or  from  the  edge 
of  a  room,  and  we  are  with  Sybyl¬ 
la  as  she  watches  the  world  she  is 
not  quite  part  of. 

^Armstrong  is  also  fortunate  in 
her  choice  of  Judy  Davis  as  Sybyl¬ 


la.  (Someone  else  had  the  role  and 
then  withdrew;  Davis  was  a  last 
minute  replacement).  In  an  age  of 
Victorian  elegance  and  poise  she  is 
gawky,  all  angles  and  hard  edges 
sticking  the  wrong  way  out  of  silk 
dresses.  Her  frizzy,  unruly  hair 
makes  her  look  like  a  Rosetti  or 
Burne-Jones  painting  escaped  to 
the  most  sedate  corner  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  National  Gallery.  Like  Glenda 
Jackson,  she  has  an  edge.  She 
can’t  allow  a  compliment  go  by 
without  deflating  it;  she  knows 
her  strength  and  weaknesses  and 
doesn’t  let  anyone  romanticize  or 
depreciate  them.  She  is  self  aware 
and  the  audience  is  able  to  relate 
with  her  rather  than  to  her. 

Sybylla’s  steadfast  refusal  to 
marry  her  suitor  (whom  she  pro¬ 
fesses  to  love)  is  the  only  aspect  of 
My  Brilliant  Career  that  chal¬ 
lenges  plausibility.  One  can  feel 
the  audience  getting  restless  when 
she  refuses  him  for  the  second 
time.  Theoretically  you  can  under¬ 
stand  why,  but  the  story  does  not 
really  support  the  decision.  We 
feel  we  aren’t  given  all  the  rea¬ 
sons,  that  something  is  being  held 
back.  It  is  not  so  much  that  we 
want  her  to  marry  (for  romantic 
reasons),  but  that  there  seems  lit¬ 
tle  reason  for  her  not  to:  a  com¬ 
fortable  middle-class  existence 
would  have  enabled  her  to  pursue 
her  writing.  Sybylla  claims  that 
she  is  not  going  to  be  part  of  any¬ 
one  else’s  life  until  she  has  had  her 
own.  The  movie  ends  with  her 
back  in  the  outback  —  sending 
her  newly  completed  manuscript 
to  a  publisher  —  claiming  both 
her  independence  and  her  art. 

Miles  Franklin  wrote  My  Brilli¬ 
ant  Career  when  she  was  sixteen; 
it  took  her  a  few  weeks  to  get  it 
down  and  five  years  to  get  it  pub¬ 
lished.  Generally  thought  to  be 
autobiographical,  it  is  more  so  in 
character  than  situation.  Miles 
never  left  her  family  to  live  with 
her  grandmother,  and  wrote  her 
book  —  a  la  TillieOlsen  —  amid 
pots,  pans  and  crying  goats  and 
children.  Interestingly,  her 
younger  sister  did  go  to  the 
grandmother’s,  to  live  and  this 
was  deeply  resented  by  Miles.  (In 
the  film  her  sister  takes  her  place 
at  the  plantation  only  after  Miles 
is  called  home  to  work.)  It  is  as 
though  the  novel  is  Franklin’s  fan¬ 
tasy  of  what  might  have  happened 
to  her  if  she  had  gone:  she  resists 
the  temptation  of  security,  respec- 
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tability,  and  approval  (marriage) 
and  retains  her  integrity  and  self 
determination. 

Both  the  film,  and  its  promo¬ 
tion,  present  the  book  My  Brilli¬ 
ant  Career  as  autobiographical, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  know  how  true 
this  is,  since  the  novel  is  available 
only  in  Australia  and  it  is  near  to 
impossible  to  find  out  anything 
about  Miles  Franklin’s  life  itself. 
There  is  one  book  available  (Miles 
Franklin  by  Marjorie  Barnard, 
Twayne,  1967)  that  discusses  her 
life  and  work,  covering  everything 
very  superficially.  Although  she 
talks  little  about  Franklin’s  per¬ 
sonal  life  (which  Franklin  herself 
was  very  private  about)  reading 
between  the  lines  brings  some  very 
interesting  facts  to  the  surface 
which  make  her  rejection  of  a 
marriage  proposal  (even  in  the 
fantasy  of  the  novel)  more  plausi¬ 
ble. 

Miles  Franklin  (born  Stella 
Miles  Franklin  —  she  dropped 
Stella)  was  born  in  1879  in  Austra¬ 
lia.  Her  family  —  like  Sybylla’s  — 
lived  in  the  outback  and  suffered 
the  same  droughts  and  troubles 
that  are  in  the  film/novel.  She 
wrote  My  Brilliant  Career  at  16, 
published  it  five  years  later,  and 
then  moved  to  Sydney  to  become 
a  freelance  writer.  The  book’s 
publication  caused  some  embar¬ 
rassment  to  her  family,  who  did 
not  like  the  way  that  they  were 
presented,  and  although  Miles  in¬ 
sisted  that  it  was  not  autobio¬ 
graphical,  it  was  apparently  close 
enough  to  home  to  cause  distress. 
While  in  Sydney.  Miles  became 
close  friends  with  Rose  Scott, 
whom  she  described  as  “a  woman 
in  a  million.”  Scott  was  well  off 
and  the  center  of  Sydney’s  intel¬ 
lectual,  social  and  political  life. 
She  worked  on  feminist  projects 
like  suffrage  and  was  involved  in 
many  social  movements  such  as 
prison  and  work  condition  re¬ 
forms.  Miles  had  her  first  taste  of 
urban  life  through  her  and  she  was 


to  influence  Miles  for  the  rest  of 
her  life. 

Miles  did  not  meet  with  great 
success  in  writing  in  Sydney  and  in 
1905  she  left  for  America.  While 
in  Chicago  she  met  Alice  Henry, 
another  Australian  who  had  just 
come  to  America.  She  worked 
with  Henry  on  the  Woman’s 
Trade  Union  League,  and  worked 
against  both  employers  and  other 
unions  that  were  run  for  and  by 
male  workers  who  resented  the  in¬ 
trusion  of  women  in  their  field. 
Miles  worked  with  Henry  for  the 
next  ten  years  and  co-edited  “Life 
and  Labor,”  the  Union’s  paper. 
She  also  published  her  second 
novel  —  Some  Everyday  Folk  and 
Dawn  —  although  she  had  already 
written  My  Career  Goes  Bung  (a 
sequel  to  My  Brilliant  Career)  but 
had  decided  against  publication. 

Alice  Henry  had  become  inter¬ 
ested  in  social  work  from  meeting 
Catherine  Spence,  another  Aus¬ 
tralian  writer,  suffragette,  pam¬ 
phleteer,  and  social  reformer. 
Marjorie  Barnard  writes  “Cath¬ 
erine  Spence  was  born  in  Scotland 
in  1825;  Rose  Scott  was  born  in 
the  Hunter  Valley  ,  Australia,  in 
1847,  Alice  Henry  in  1857,  Miles 
Franklin  in  1879.  There  was,  you 
see,  quite  a  dynasty  of  women,  all 
unmarried,  all  practical  philan¬ 
thropists  and  reformers,  all  deeply 
interested  in  the  cause  of  women, 
each  in  turn  linked  to  one  an¬ 
other.”  In  a  fine  article  (Chrysalis 
3)  Blanch  Cooke  discusses  the  les¬ 
bianism  of  Crystal  Eastman  and 
Lillian  Wald,  .  two  other 
reformers  of  this  same  period. 
Perhaps  turn-of-the-century-soc- 
ial/labor-reformer  should  be 
added  to  the  list  of  stereotypical 
lesbian  professions,  along  with 
gym  teacher  and  truck  driver. 
Miles  worked  in  Chicago  for  ten 
years.  There  are  no  letters  from 
this  period  in  her  life  and  only  a 
perfunctory  mention  in  Henry’s 
history  of  the  Labor  Union.  Al¬ 
though  there  is  absolutely  no  evi¬ 


dence  that  she  ever  married,  Miles 
left  Chicago,  and  Alice  Henry,  in 
( 1916  wearing  a  wedding  band  that 
remained  on  her  hand  for  the  rest 
of  her  life. 

In  1916  Miles  went  to  the  Bal¬ 
kans  as  an  orderly  with  the  Scot¬ 
tish  Women’s  Hospital  Unit.  She 
stayed  there  for  over  a  year  and 
then  returned  to  London,  where 
she  began  to  publish  novels  —  a 
long  historical  saga  of  life  in  the 
outback  —  under  the  pseudonym 
of  Brent  of  Bin  Bin.  There  are  five 
novels  in  all,  and  after  the  last  was 
published  in  1931,  Miles  moved 
back  to  her  homeland. 

While  in  England  Miles  had 
stayed  with  a  close  friend,  Mary 
Fullerton,  another  Australian, 
and  may  have  collaborated  on 
some  of  the  Brent  books  with  her. 
The  books  are  filled  with  strong 
friendships  between  yvomen:  when 
Molly  meets  Bernice  in  Back  to 
Bool  Bool  their  hands  touch: 
“That  fleeting  manual  caress  was 
enough  to  fill  every  interstice  of 
the  day  with  babbling  radiance.” 
Miles’  characters,  like  Miles,  de¬ 
spise  the  false  concept  of  '‘roman¬ 
tic  love.”  Freda  tells  her  young 
friend  LaLeen  (in  Back  to  Bool 
Boot)  “One  kind  of  love  is  only  a 
delusion  of  animal  magnetism,  a 
fata  morgana.  Sometimes  when  its 
glow  has  dimmed,  two  people  mir¬ 
aculously  find  themselves  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  sweet  friendship  and  con¬ 
tinue  in  companionship  —  they 
are  blessed.”  One  thinks  of  Miles’ 
companionship  with  Rose  Scott, 
Alice  Henry,  Mary  Fullerton, 
and,  later  in  her  life,  with  writer, 
and  collaborator  Dymphna 
Cusack. 

In  1936  —  back  in  Australia  — 
Miles  wrote  her  longest  and  most 
famous  novel,  All  That  Swaggers, 
an  epic  about  Australian  history. 
She  won  the  Prior  Memorial  Prize 
(a  sort  of  National  Book  Award) 
and  met  Dymphna  Cusack  dur- 
Continued  on  Page  12 


SUSAN  SAVELL 

Lesbian  Feminist  Songwriter  &  Singer 

IN  CONCERT 

Benefit  for  the  1980  Integrity  International  Convention 
(to  be  held  in  Boston  August  21-24) 

Saturday,  March  15th,  5  p.m. 

Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St.,  Boston 

Sunday,  March  16th»  3  p.m. 

Washburn  Auditorium 

Episcopal  Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  St.  Cambridge 
(Red  Line  to  Harvard) 

Limited  free  child  care  ....  723-3972 

$5.00  donation 

Tickets  Available:  Glad  Day  Book  Shop 

22  Bromfield  St.  —  2nd  floor,  Boston 

Somewhere 

295  Franklin  St.,  Boston 
New  Words 

186  Hampshire  St.,  Cambridge 

By  Mail:  Saveli  Concert 
do  Integrity 
P.O.  Box  2582 
Boston,  MA  02208 

(Make  checks  payable  to:  Integrity  Convention) 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CALL  723-3972 


Mass  Bay 


ONGOING  SPECIAL  PROGRAMS 

•  Couples  group 

•  Single  men’s  group 

•  Pathways  —  encounter 
weekends  for  gay  couples 

•  Children  of  gay  parents  group 

•  Married  couples  group  —  gay,  bi-, 
straight,  partner. 

•  Seminars,  workshops, 
education  and  training 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

announces  new  offerings 
individuals,  couples  and 
group  counseling. 

NEWTON  CORNER,  MASS. 

(off  the  Mass.  Pike) 
617/965-1311  for  appt. 

NEW  OFFERINGS 

Vocational  and  career  counseling 
Mid-life  career  change  counseling 
Counseling  for  the  deaf 
(write  for  details) 

Alcohol  programs 
Men’s  liberation  rap  groups 
Gay,  bisexual  and  straight  males 
(no  charge) 

Optimum  health  counseling 
Issues  and  problems  of  the  gay 
male  lifestyle  (8  group  sessions) 


617/536-3111 

Natural  body  care  products  for  face,  hair,  and  skin  for  men  and  women. 

special  offer  on  Avocado  hand  cream 
50%  off 


size 

reg. 

sale 

• 

price 

price 

2  oz. 

2.00 

1.00 

4  oz. 

3.50 

1.75 

8  oz. 

6.00 

3.00 

Stop  in,  telephone,  or  send  for  a  free  mail  order  brochure 

78  Dartmouth  St.  (near  Appleton)  Boston,  MA  02116 


mcvT" 

im/triD 


Dr.  LARRY  SILBERT 
Dr.  HENRY  BOGEN 

Optometrists 


PC. 


e  cm 

GOT  YOUR 


SET  ON  CONTACTS? 


THEN  GET  YOUR  EYES  DOWN 
TO  NEW  ENGLAND  EYE  CARE 


205  HARVARD  AVENUE 
ALLSTON,  MA  02134 
232-0222 

NEXT  TOKEN’S  PUB 


$59 

Professional  lees  no!  mciudeo 


V 


Both  evening  &  Saturday  hours  available. 


THE  NATIONAL  TOURING  COMPANY 
EARL  WILSON  JR’S 
GRAMMY  AWARD  WINNING 
HIT  BROADWAY  MUSICAL! 

“IT’S  A  SMASH”  REX  REED 


let  my  people 

CtytE 

a  sexual  musical 


|  BOX  OFFICE  OPENS  AT  10AM  DAILY  &  NOON  SUNDAYS 
TUES.,  WED.,  THURS.,  8PM  -  $9.50  &  $8.50 
,  FRIDAY,  8PM  —  SATURDAY  3PM  &  10PM  —  $10.50  &  $9.50 
SUNDAY  3PM  &  10PM  —  $9.50  &  $8.50 
STUDENT  RUSH  TICKETS  —  $6.00 

THE  BOSTON  REP 

1  BOYLSTON  PLACE,  BOSTON 

FOR  FURTHER  INFO  &  TEL.  CHARGES.  VISA,  M.C.  CALL  (617)  423-6580 


V. 
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_ ADVERTISEMENT _ 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 
germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every 
individual  is  still  not  being  taught  the  significance  of 
the  role  of  personal  hygiene  in  the  prevention  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases.  All  VD  Prevention 
programs  must  emphasize  personal  hygiene  principles 
which  should  be  taught  from  the  beginning  of  adoles¬ 
cence  in  every  health  and  sex  education  course.  Past 
efforts  to  treat  VD  out  of  existence  have  failed;  there¬ 
fore,  we  must  use  all  available  methods  of  PREVEN¬ 
TION,  in  conjunction  with  treatment,  to  combat  the 
present  VD  epidemic.  Here  are  some  highlights  from 
our  widely  acclaimed  booklet  —  (soon  available  in 
Spanish  and  Japanese) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 
Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 

Page  2:  THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  will  reduce  the  possibility  of 
catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis  and  gonorrhea, 
as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  are 
sensitive  to  soap  and  water.  Wash  before  sex  for  hygienic 
purposes. 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into  urinary 
opening. 

Rinse.  > 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing  diminishes 
the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure.  Washing  is 
doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absense  of  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs  can  cause  infec¬ 
tions  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal  urethritis)  or  NSU  (non¬ 
specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  water- 
soluble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore,  spe¬ 
cial  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncircumcised 
penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will  have 
been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain  necessary  to 
prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  For  example:  A 
gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approximately  half  of  the 
reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which  are  not  gonorrhea. 

Page  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL 
HYGIENE  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Infectious  germs  which  are  commonly  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
certain  sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present 
may  be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intestinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  genito-urinary  system 
are  highly  susceptible  to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs 
from  the  rectum.  For  example:  As  a  result  of  careless  wiping 
from  rectum  towards  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs 
are  easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during  vagin¬ 
al,  as  well  as  rectal,  intercourse.  Therefore,  females  must  not 
wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina. . . . 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  can  be  greatly 
aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  designed  to 
facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper  clean¬ 
sing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has  been  ade¬ 
quately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  bidet;  it  is  not 
found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the  United  States, 
whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  widely  used  and  sig¬ 
nificant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good  hygiene  requires  careful 
washing  of  genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex. 

*  *  *  * 


Odyssey  of  o  Unicorn 

The  Reading  Matter 
in  the  Bathroom 


By  Nancy  Walker 

We  went  away  for  most  of  last 
weekend  (last  to  me,  not  to  you): 
it  was  the  weekend  of  Plastic 
George  Washington’s  Birthday. 
You  know,  the  new,  convenient, 
homogenized  day  sometimes 
known  as  “Presidents’  Day.” 
When  I  was  young,  there  were  two 
significant  days  in  February,  and 
we  celebrated  both  of  them  with  a 
day  home  from  school.  February 
12,  Lincoln’s  real  birthday,  and 
February  22,  Washington’s  real 
birthday.  Now  it  is  necessary  for 
holidays  to  fall  on  Monday 
(what’s  wrong  with  Friday?)  in 
order  to  stretch  the  weekends  to 
three  days.  Some  days  are  more 
adaptable  than  others.  After  all, 
who  is  left  to  complain  about 
when  Columbus  Day  is,  or  when 
Washington  or  Lincoln  were 
really  bom?  Just  so  long  as  you 
get  that  Monday  off,  who  cares. 
It’s  a  little  harder  to  bend  Christ¬ 
mas  completely  out  of  shape,  so 
we  celebrate  that  on  December  25, 
no  matter  what  day  of  the  week  it 
falls  on.  The  Fourth  of  July  seems 
sacrosanct  also. 

Anyway,  we  spent  the  weekend 
that  included  February  18  in  New 
Hampshire  at  the  home  of  two 
very  dear  friends  and  their  as¬ 
sorted  cats  and  dogs.  And  Peter, 
their  soon- to-be-ex-lodger.  Their 
bathroom,  with  the  exception  of 
the  dining  room,  is  my  favorite 
room  in  the  house.  In  their  bath¬ 
room,  like  in  our  bathroom,  is 
reading  material,  which  is  often 
helpful  in  the  process  of  elimina¬ 
tion.  The  throne  in  their  bath¬ 
room  is  next  to  the  radiator  and 
the  window.  The  window  looks 
out  on  New  Hampshire  space. 
Clear,  unpolluted  space.  In  the 
snow  it  looked  lovely.  On  the  back 
of  the  throne  are  two  books.  The 
Farmer’s  Almanac,  1980  version. 
Full  of  helpful  hints  on  all  manner 
of  arcane  subjects,  quizzes  on 
what  was  happening  fifty  years 
ago  and,  of  course,  weather  pre¬ 
dictions  for  all  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  (USA,  that  is).  Next  to  that  is 
the  Virginia  Slims  1980  Calendar. 
That  was  an  eye  opener,  indeed. 
There  I  sat  in  splendor,  reading 
quotations  from  women’s  diaries 
of  the  past  in  which  they  detailed 
their  tasks  for  a  typical  day.  Un¬ 
believable.  They  worked  constant¬ 
ly,  beating  carpets,  making  cand¬ 
les  and  soap,  smoking  hams.  And 
all  this  time  they  were  enjoined  to 
speak  cheerfully  at  breakfast  in 
order  not  to  spoil  their  husbands’ 
delicate  appetites.  This  stuff, 
apparently,  was  for  real. 
Women’s  whole  lives  were  a  com¬ 
bination  of  drudgery  and  abject 
servitude,  absolute  obedience  to 
their  husbands’  every  whim. 
Women  couldn’t  smoke,  drink  or 


wear  bright  colors.  They  couldn’t 
even  congregate  together  to  gos¬ 
sip.  They  couldn’t  vote  or  own 
property.  I  was  getting  very  upset. 
In  fact,  I  was  so  upset  that  I  had 
to  visit  the  throne  room  at  least 
seven  times  in  one  afternoon  just 
so  I  could  get  my  blood  moving 
fast  enough  to  have  to  come  back 
again.  All  this  activity  made  me 
reflect  on  social  change  and  how 
what  you  are  bom  into  shapes 
your  attitudes. 

I  noticed  the  date  Swiss  women 
got  the  vote.  It  was  in  the  early 
’70s.  (7970s.)  Imagine.  We  got  it 
here  in  1920.  Being  bom  and 
growing  up  during  a  time  when 
not  being  able  to  vote  was  the 
accepted  norm  must  have  had  a 
profound  effect  on  our  grandpar¬ 
ents,  or  even  on  our  parents.  But 
just  think  about  being  bom  when 
all  you  could  do  was  cater  to  and 
obey  some  man;  think  about  not 
having  the  vote  or  even  hearing 
anyone  suggest  that  you  should 
have  it.  Now,  compare  that  with 
the  most  recent  developments  in 
all  our  lives.  Think  about  equal 
opportunity  in  employment,  think 
about  affirmative  action.  Though 
not  fully  realized,  at  least  they  are 
stated  goals  of  our  present  society. 
The  younger  you  are,  the  more  in¬ 
clined  you  should  be  to  outrage  at 
the  inequities  that  still  are  para¬ 
mount  in  our  society.  The  older 
you  are,  the  more  you  should  be 
able  to  look  back  in  wonder  at 
how  you  tolerated  all  the  crap  we 
had  to  live  through  until  the 
women’s  movement  and  the  gay 
movement  really  took  off  and  we 
got  support  from  large  numbers 
of  people  in  what  must  have  been 
our  many  isolated,  individual 
battles  for  full  personhood. 

I  was  always  considered  a  bit  of 
a  rebel.  My  parents  frankly  con¬ 
sidered  me  strange  and  difficult.  I 
didn’t  fit  any  mold  they  could 
recognize.  And  I  expended  much 
too  much  of  my  youthful  energy 
trying  to  keep  my  true  nature 
from  being  bent  all  out  of  shape 
by  their  constant  and  unremitting 
pressure  to  conform.  Perhaps  if  I 
were  a  young  girl  today  things 
would  be  genuinely  different  for 
me.  It  would  be  all  right  for  me  to 
be  interested  in  boys’  toys,  prob¬ 
ably  because  toys  are  often  unisex 
now.  Attitudes  are  different.  It  is 
almost  as  permissable  now  for 
women  to  be  doctors  as  it  is  for 
them  to  marry  doctors.  Not  get¬ 
ting  married  at  all  is  no  longer 
such  a  big  deal  that  one  would 
refer  to  an  unmarried  woman  as 
an  “old  maid.”  One  would  just 
refer  to  her  as  a  person  who  has 
chosen  not  to  make  any  mistakes. 
I  am  glad  that  I  have  lived  through 
the  historical  period  that  I  have 
lived  through  because  I  have' seen 


so  much  positive  social  alteration. 
Do  you  know  what  it  means  to  see 
gay  people  (not  homosexuals)  on 
television,  in  the  newspapers,  on 
the  streets,  often  proudly  wearing 
identifiable  buttons??? 

We  are  everywhere,  visibly  and 
audibly  everywhere,  and  that  gives 
hope  to  millions  of  men  and  wom¬ 
en  who  had  no  hope  as  little  as 
five  years  ago.  Not  twenty,  or 
even  ten,  but  maybe  just  five  years 
ago,  if  someone  from  our  own  lo¬ 
cal  community  had  been  on  tele¬ 
vision,  it  would  have  made  front 
page  news  in  this  paper.  Several 
weeks  ago  Eric  Rofes,  writer  for 
GCN  and  teacher  of  the  56th  grade 
in  a  private  school  in  Cambridge, 
was  on  public  television  (Channel 
2  in  Boston).  Both  he  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  class  were  interviewed. 
He  was  shown  in  his  classroom. 
The  kids  were  questioned  about 
their  attitudes  towards  homosex¬ 
uality  and  having  an  openly  gay 
teacher.  All  their  responses  were 
positive  and  well-articulated.  The 
parents  of  one  of  the  kids  were 
also  on,  and  spoke  in  favor  of  Eric 
and  what  he  is  trying  to  do  both  to 
demystify  gayness  and  to  set  an 
example  for  gay  kids  to  see  and 
take  pride  in.  The  whole  question 
of  gay  role  models  in  our  schools 
is  a  long,  long  way  from  being 
settled.  And,  god  knows,  there  are 
tremendous  battles  yet  to  be 
fought,  but  the  very  fact  that  I 
could  watch  Eric  and  not  think  it 
was  the  most  exciting  thing  that 
had  ever  happened  was  a  tip-off  to 
me  that  I  was  becoming  a  little 
blase,  and  that  we  had  indeed 
come  a  long  way,  baby.  Gayness  is 
in  the  air,  we  are  above  ground, 
not  driven  into  dark  hideaways, 
sipping  gin  in  frightened  seclu¬ 
sion,  looking  over  our  shoulders, 
expecting  to  be  raided  (in  the  old 
days  the  police  in  New  York  City 
frequently  got  their  jollies  by 
raiding  gay  bars  and  making 
“prominent  citizens”  jump  out 
bathroom  windows  to  avoid  being 
headlined  in  the  newspapers  or 
turning  up  on  the  police  blotters) 
and  ridiculed  in  public.  Now 
public  is  fine  for  many  of  us, 
though  closets  are  not  exactly 
empty,  particularly  in  sensitive 
professions.  But  progress  (don’t 
you  hate  the  word?)  is  being 
made. 

Women  are  no  longer  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  men.  Blacks  are  no  longer 
the  property  of  whites.  Gays  are 
no  longer  either  completely  out¬ 
lawed  or  driven  into  hiding. 

But  it  is  still  not  a  bad  idea  to 
keep  appropriate  books  in  the 
bathroom  to  stimulate  thinking 
about  how  things  were  and  how 
things  ought  to  be. 


Men  and  Women:  In  our  booklet  learn  also  about— 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during  treat¬ 
ment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the  GU 
system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up  visit  to 
the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  —  the  commercially  avail¬ 
able  germicidal  preparation  (Sanitube®  )  for  use  after  inter¬ 
course  to  prevent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercially 
available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  suppositories 
and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  properties  that  may 
prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quantities 
available).  We  need  your  support.  Learn  these  facts.  Help  us 
distribute  these  booklets  and  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 

_  NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


Career 

Continued  from  Page  11 
ing  the  ceremonies.  They  were  to 
collaborate  on  Pioneers  on  Par¬ 
ade,  a  satire/farce,  and  remained 
friends  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
In  1939,  she  won  the  Prior  Mem¬ 
orial  Prize  again  for  her  biography 
of  the  great  Australian  writer  Jo¬ 
seph  Furphy. 

Miles  moved  from  the  city  to 
her  parents’  house  in  the  suburbs 
at  this  time.  She  finally  published 
My  Career  Goes  Bung.  Written 
some  forty  years  earlier,  it  is  the 
supposed  autobiography  of  the 
Sybylla  character  in  My  Brilliant 
Career.  Its  sharp  observations  of 
the  relations  between  men  and 
women,  and  the  nature  of  women, 
were  thought  to  be  startling,  frank 
and  progressive  in  1946.  She  wrote 


very  little  in  this  period  and  al¬ 
though  she  had  many  friends,  her 
inability  to  write  depressed  her. 
She  wrote  in  1947:  “I’ve  had  the 
flattest,  respectabilist  life,  the 
only  memorable  thing  about  it 
(and  that  could  not  be  made  into 
news)  is  that  though  it  was  100% 
frustration  I  am  not  internally 
frustrated  but  merely  defeated. 
Any  action  in  which  I  was  in¬ 
volved  in  a  very  humble  way,  was 
never  recorded  and  now  with  none 
to  remember.” 

Miles’  underestimation  of  her¬ 
self  is  curious  because  she  was  a 
woman  much  ahead  of  her  time. 
Perhaps  she  saw  the  frailty  of 
human  nature  too  strongly  to 
really  believe  in  and  trust  the  life 
she  had  led.  Idealism  and  vision 


can  so  often  turn  pessimistic  when 
one  knows  what  one  is  fighting 
against.  But  whatever  Miles 
Franklin  thought  of  her  work  and 
remarkable  life,  it  has  survived 
past  her  death  in  1954.  She  is 
thought  to  be  one  of  Australia’s 
leading  writers  (although  un¬ 
known  elsewhere)  and  its  major 
literary  award  is  named  after  her. 

My  Brilliant  Career  is  all  that 
we  can  see  of  Franklin’s  work  now 
—  perhaps  the  success  of  the  film 
will  bring  about  the  publication  of 
the  book.  As  for  the  discomfort  of 
Sybylla’s  turning  down  the  hand¬ 
some  young  man’s  hand  in  marri¬ 
age,  remember,  a  sequel  might 
bring  us  Alice  Henry,  Rose  Scott, 
Mary  Fullerton,  Catherine 
Spence,  and  Dymphna  Cusack. 
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Music 


Gay  Rock? 


How  I  Spent  My  Vacation 

Mitch  Ryder 

Seeds  and  Stems  Records 
SS  7801 

By  Duncan  Mitchel 

This  is  not  an  album  that  in¬ 
spires  confidence  at  first  glance. 
Nor  does  it  warn  the  prospective 
buyer  that  its  contents  are  —  how 
shall  1  say  it?  —  unusual.  In  the 
front  cover  painting  a  long¬ 
haired,  mustachioed  male  in 
shades  is  snorting  coke  in  the 
mountains  while  listening  through 
headphones  to  a  transistor  radio. 
This  is,  the  title  informs,  How  I 
Spent  My  Vacation.  On  the  back 
cover  are  the  usual  musicians’ 
credits  and  photos  (they  look  like 
the  guy  on  the  front),  song  titles, 
and  a  handwritten  inset  (liner 
notes?)ithat  startles  by  its  hostility: 
“Say  sucker,  Does  this  mean  we 
start  at  the  top/Does  this  needle  in 
your  eye  ball  feel  good/  ...  So 
screw  ya!/I  can’t  even  get  a  good 
Cuban  cigar  — Willard.” 

I  first  saw  How  I  Spent  My  Va¬ 
cation  in  a  used  record  store  and 
passed  it  up  despite  Sixties  nostal¬ 
gia.  Typical  macho  shit,  I 
thought,  nastier  than  usual 
though.  Too  much  cocaine,  I 
guess  Too  bad.  ...  If  Robert 
Christgau  hadn’t  reviewed  it  in 
one  of  his  Consumer  Guides,  I 
never  would  have  reconsidered. 
“What  he  remembers  best,” 
wrote  Christgau,  “is  sex  with 
men.”  Mitch  Ryder! 

Now  that  I  have  heard  the  al¬ 
bum  I  can  report  that  it  still 
doesn’t  inspire  confidence.  It  does 
inspire  a  wish  to  play  it  a  lot, 
which  I  do.  The  music  is  quite 
competent:  guitar-dominated, 

blues-derived  rock  ’n’  roll,  often 
catchy  and  danceable,  and  Ryder 
is  indeed  singing  about  buggery. 
Whether  this  means  he’s  actually 
Doin’  It,  I  have  no  idea.  He  did 
co-write  the  songs,  sometimes 
with  members  of  his  band,  some¬ 
times  with  someone  named  K. 
L'evise.  Who  is  responsible  for  the 
lyrics  is  not  specified.  They  are 
often  pretty  bad.  Only  once,  as  as 
I  can  tell  (“Falling  Forming”),  are 
they  addressed  to  a  woman. 


Whatever  Ryder’s  sex  life  may 
be  like,  I  think  it’s  safe  to  say  that 
he  doesn’t  look  on  sex  between 
men  wholly  positively.  At  times  I 
even  suspect  that  he  is  really  a 
born-again  Christian  describing  a 
descent  into  Hell  as  an  indirect 
commercial  for  Jesus,  partly  be¬ 
cause  of  the  frequent  religious 
references  in  the  songs.  How  / 
Spent  My  Vacation  is  certainly  not 
a  commercial  for  homosexuality. 

At  first,  though,  that  is  what 
“Cherry  Poppin’  ”  sounds  like. 
Ryder  seems  to  be  exhorting 
young  men  to  come  into  his  arms, 
in  terms  that  sometimes  echo, 
sometimes  almost  parody,  hetero¬ 
sexual  cock-rock  at  its  worst: 

You  will  be  first  to  feel  this  burst 
of  love  and  hate  for  Mommy 
Sol  dry  your  tears  and  dash 
your  fears 

roll  over  on  your  tummy 
You  are  all  men,  you  are  a  man 
Now  stop  this  shit,  1  swear  to  you 
again 

Roll  over  a  bit  and  left  me  stick  it  in 
Nothin’s  queer,  just  the  loss  of  fear 

Cherry  poppin’,  cherry  poppin’, 
love  is  grand 

Cherry  poppin’,  I  hold  it  in  my  hand 
Cherry  poppin’,  poppa  stick  it  unh 
Cherry  poppin’,  cherry  poppin’ 
There’s  nothing  resembling  gay 
pride  here.  Rather  we  have  the 
sort  of  arguments  macho  men 
have  always  used  to  rationalize  a 
little  friendly  cornholing.  Is  Ryder 
satirizing  this  kind  of  attitude  or 
endorsing  it?  I  hear  it  either  way 
at  different  times.  The  verses  are 
so  convoluted,  changing  attitudes 
from  line  to  line,  it  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  tell  what  is  going  on; 
but  the  chorus  is  simply  celebra¬ 
tion:  “Cherry  poppin’,  love  is 
grand.”  The  question  is:  Is  sexual 
pleasure  being  celebrated,  or  is  it 
power?  Yet  “Cherry  Poppin’  ”  is 
the  closest  thing  to  an  upbeat  gay 
song  on  the  album. 

“The  Jon,”  a  light  jazzy  shuf¬ 
fle,  seems  a  reversal:  the  verse  may 
be  more  positive  than  the  chorus. 

And  “Poster,”  which  closes  the 
album,  sounds  to  me  like  a  Doors 
retread.  The  lead  guitar  recalls 
Robbie  Krieger’s  fluid  style,  and 
Ryder’s  voice  recalls  Jim  Morri- 


Gay  Punk? 


Gary  Numan  and  the 
Tubeway  Army. 

In  concert  at  the  Harvard  Sq. 

Theatre,  Cambridge,  MA, 
Saturday,  Feb.  23 

By  Rob  Schmieder 

Suspended  at  stage  center,  a 
huge  fluorescent  triangle  glowed 
over  the  drummer’s  elaborate  set. 
On  either  side,  four  men,  dressed 
entirely  in  black,  plucked  guitars, 
flailed  at  drums  and  fiddled  with 
keyboards  and  synthesizers,  each 
of  them  isolated  in  his  own  cubicle 
on  a  stage  designed  to  resemble  a 
Mies  van  der  Rohe  office  build¬ 
ing.  In  the  spaces  between  the 
cubicles  tiered  stripes  of  lights 
changed  colors  and  pulsated  in 
accordance  with  the  beat.  As  he 
sang,  Gary  Numan  danced  across 
the  ffont  of  the  stage,  striking 
angular  poses,  his  face  sometimes 
floodlit  from  below,  while  some¬ 
times  without  even  a  spot  on  him 
he  appeared  as  a  silhouette  against 
the  banks  of  lights  at  the  rear  of 
the  stage.  Outside  in  the  lobby 
pink  replicas  of  the  triangle  —  a 
totemic  device  whose  use  can  be 
traced  to  Numan’s  obsession  with 
pyramids  —  were  being  sold, 
along  with  T-shirts  bearing 


Numan’s  stylized  likeness. 

Whether  or  not  Gary  Numan  is 
gay  is  a  question  that  may  remain 
unanswered,  along  with  the  ques¬ 
tion,  which  his  act  provokes,  of 
whether  or  not  he  is  a  Nazi.  The 
fact  remains  that  his  act  and  his 
stage  presence  are  dominated  by 
both  gay  and  Weimar-to:Nazi  aes¬ 
thetics.  The  light  show,  loud, 
minimalist  music  and  mechanistic 
references  are  all  evocative  of  Fut¬ 
urist/Constructivist  theatre  of 
Russia  and  pre-Nazi  Germany;  the 
black  shirts,  kohled  eyelids  and 
straight-arm  salutes  are  all  expli¬ 
citly  Nazi-influenced,  but  are 
eventually  discarded  by  Numan 
for  an  open  jacket  and  more  sinu¬ 
ous  movements  as  his  overtly  sex¬ 
ual  act  begins  to  direct  its  appeal 
to  the  many  leather  and  punk 
queens  in  the  audience. 

Numan’s  songs,  like  most  punk 
music,  deal  with  the  depersonal¬ 
ization  and  mechanistic  qualities 
of  contemporary  society.  Sadness, 
isolation,  narcissism,  and  objecti¬ 
fication  are  all  themes  that  have 
been  traditionally  associated  with 
gay  culture,  and  they  all  form  a 
part  of  Numan’s  subject  matter. 
A  song  like  “Conversation” 
covers  the  gamut  of  gay  philoso¬ 
phy  from  Wilde  to  Rechy: 


Oh  it’s  so  easy 
When  parts  take  over 
My  conversation 
Is  nothing  more  than  lies. 

You’re  just  the  viewer 
So  cold  and  distant 
I’ve  no  intentions 
Of  saying  ‘‘I  love  you." 

My  conversation. 

We  are  not  gods 
We  are  not  men 
We  are  not  making  claims 
We  are  only  boys. 

You  are  not  strong 
And  you  are  not  force 
And  you  are  not  regular 
You  are  just  wrong. 

There  are  no  faces 
This  is  my  complex 
You  are  my  picture  * 

I  call  you  mirrors. 

These  are  not  my  tears 
Not  my  reflection 
Am  I  a  photo? 

I  can’t  remember. 

My  conversation. 

©1979  Beggar's  Banquet  Music 
Ltd. /Andrew  Heath  Music  Ltd. 

These  plaintive  lyrics,  delivered  in 
a  Bowie-esque  voice  by  the  elo¬ 
quently  dancing  figure  of  Gary 
Numan,  transmitted  a  very  per¬ 
sonal  message  about  an  imperson¬ 
al  world  that  left  Saturday’s  audi¬ 
ence  stunned. 
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son’s  in  his  last  sodden  days.  The 
lyrics  are  trendily  decadent,  ap¬ 
parently  about  a  hustler:  Strange 
Days  meets  City  of  Night 

This  is  certainly  not  the  gay 
male  rock  ’n’  roll  I’ve  been  wait¬ 
ing  for,  though  I’ve  just  about 
given  up  hope  of  ever  getting  that. 
Even  Tom  Robinson,  whom  I  re¬ 
spect  immensely,  is  at  his  best 
when  he  writes  anthems  like 
“Power  in  the  Darkness”  when 
he  writes  nonjrolitical  gay  songs 
like  “Crossin*  Over  the  Road” 
(from  TRB{Two),  the  result  is  al¬ 
most  as  ambivalent  (“A  dirty  rat 
is  what  I  am”)  as  Ryder’s  songs. 
And  Mitch  Ryder  makes  much 
better,  more  exciting  music  than 
Robinson  does. 

And  yet  it  must  have  taken 
courage  to  make  this  album. 
Ryder  has  been  trying  to  make  a 
comeback  for  a  long  time.  I  doubt 
How  I  Spent  My  Vacation  will  do 
it.  There  doesn’t  seem  to  be  much 
of  a  market  for  rock  ’n’  roll 
among  gay  men,  even  (or  especi¬ 
ally)  if  it’s  overtly  gay.  Nor  will 
this  album  enhance  Ryder’s  fol¬ 
lowing  among  straights,  who 
would,  it’s  true,  rather  hear  bad 
things  than  good  things  about 
gays,  but  would  much  rather  not 
hear  anything  about  us  at  all.  I 
suspect  too  that  many  straighi 
men  would  find  “Cherry  Pop¬ 
pin’  ”  a  very  threatening  song. , 
So  I  can’t  say  that  Ryder  is  pan¬ 
dering  to  bigotry,  but  I  don’t 
know  what  he  thinks  he  is  doing. 

Coming  out  was  not  easy  for 
me,  and  if  (as  I  suspect)  How  I 
Spent  My  Vacation  is  largely  auto¬ 
biographical,  I  can  sympathize 
with  Ryder’s  evident  conflict,  if 
not  his  machismo.  I’m  glad  he 
chose  to  write  songs  about  what 
was  happening  to  him  and  re¬ 
corded  them,  considering  how 
easy  it  would  have  been  never  to 
commit  them  to  vinyl.  That  he  did 
is  reason  for  hope,  and  I  hope  and 
believe  that  this  will  prove  to  be  a 
transitional  album.  Maybe  in  time 
Mitch  Ryder  will  be  able  to  give 
us,  if  not  love  songs,  at  least  music 
which  truly  celebrates  sex  between 
men. 
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Classifieds 


JUST  FRIENDS _ 

CAPE  ANN  MOTORCYCLISTS 
Any  gay  motorcyclist  on  Cape  Ann?  GF, 
2nd  yr  with  bike  and  still  green,  looking 
for  friends  M/F  to  ride  with,  this  season. 
546-7722. _ (33) 

PERSONALS 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Instant  pudding 
Minute  Rice 
Sunday  morn 
Was  extra  nice. 

I  love  you.  All  my  love,  Porcupine. 

UNO  UNO  UNO 
We  love  you. 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  SHERI 
May  all  your  dreams  come  true.  Be  heal¬ 
thy  and  happy  on  this  special  day.  We 
love  you.  Mousapine. _ 

GWF 

Sks  fern  GWF  40-50  office  worker  who 
enjoys  theatre,  quiet  evenings,  ocean, 
eating  out.  Introvert,  settled  person. 
Sports  minded.  GCN  Box  222.  (33  +  ) 

GWF  27  affectionate,  romantic,  loves 
walks,  dancing,  dining,  meaningful  con¬ 
versations,  seeks  to  meet  other  GF 
Boston  and  South  Shore.  GCN  Box  223. 
_ (34) 

GWM  33,  5 '6",  nice  looking,  into  class 
music,  jazz,  body  building,  w/strong  gay 
identity,  seeks  Black  man  w/sim  inter¬ 
ests,  pos  longterm  rel,  ages  14  thru  40. 
No  drugs,  no  jealousy.  I  have  apt  in 
NYC.  GCN  Box  224. _ (34) 

PRINCESS  FALLING  EYELASH 
A  day  with  you  on  the  dunes  was  my 
dream.  Some  time  in  the  snow  a  ...  de¬ 
sire.  We  found  them  as  one  and  had  us 
some  fun,  on  the  day  you  left  with  my 
heart.  I  love  you.  Your  L’l  G. _ (33) 

FOLKS  W/ACCESS 
TO  COPY  MACHINES 
GCN  would  very  much  appreciate  your 
occasionally  getting  us  copies  of 
things,  in  whatever  way  you  can.  if  you 
think  you  can  do  us  this  favor,  please 
call  Richard  or  Mike  at  426-4469. 
Thanks. _ . 

Learn  about  yourself,  your  strength, 
sexuality,  best  love.  The  Chinese  horo¬ 
scope  has  foretold  personality  traits  for 
over  5000  years.  What  a  gift  for  your 
partner;  it  is  suitable  for  framing.  Send 
year(s)  of  birth  and  $3.75  plus  25®  post¬ 
age  ($7.00  for  two)  to  Normelly  Ltd,  Box 
2022,  FT  Lauderdale,  FL  33303.  (38) 

Would  like  to  share  thoughts,  experi¬ 
ence,  feelings  with  an  attractive  youn¬ 
ger  man  for  friendship  or  possibly 
mate/lover  relationship.  Qualities  I  like 
in  a  person:  Gentleness,  sense  of 
humor,  intelligence,  sensitivity,  atten¬ 
tiveness,  creativity,  playfulness,  rom¬ 
ance,  energy,  unselfishness,  responsi¬ 
bility.  I  enjoy  music,  movies,  fine  foods, 
natural  and  man-made  beauty,  value 
close  friends,  thoughtfulness,  sharihg, 
and  anything  finely  and  beautifully 
done.  Am  considered  handsome,  ten¬ 
der,  witty,  perceptive,  flexible,  sup¬ 
portive,  WM,  Libra,  38  yrs,  5 '11 ',  1501b. 
brown  hair  and  eyes  —  a  photographer 
artist.  Casual  photo  appreciated.  Jim 
Griggs,  Box  364,  Volcano,  Hawaii 
96785. _ (35) 

Seeking  to  build  lasting  relationship 
with  young  boyish,  smooth  body,  who 
has  his  head  together  and  appreciates 
an  elderly  man.  Shyness,  beginners 
welcome  If  sincere.  Must  relocate  by 
end  of  June.  Write  with  photo  and  des¬ 
cription.  Mark  Box  111,  River  Rouge,  Ml 
48218. _ (34) 

GWM  32  BR  BLU  ENJOYS  DIVE 
rse  people,  entrepreneur  goal  orient.  In¬ 
terests:  phys.  cond  incl  jogging,  travel, 
nature,  theatre.  Resp  if  ur  r  drk,  hry,  reas 
endow,  cut,  slender,  attr,  masc  &  not 
into  bars,  smoking,  insincerity.  All 
photos  ans.  GCN  Box  214. _ (34) 

GWF  33  wants  to  meet  other  GF  33+ . 
Must  have  car,  ferns  only  send  photo 
write  PO  Box  77  Fitchburg,  MA  01420. 
_ _ (33) 

WANT  BUDDY  LOVER  OR  MATE 
GWM  36  (Ik  27),  6 '2*.  175,  Grk  Act, 
seeks  guy  teens  to  31,  under  165,  waist 
to  32".  My  area  or  U  travel/relocate. 
Poss  perm  rltionship  &/or  home.  Des- 
crptn  SJor  photo  to:  Don,  PO  Box 
2281 -G,  Syracuse,  NY  13220. _ [36) 

GWM  38,  6',  150,  wishes  to  hear  from 
others  who  share  my  philosophy.  If  you , 
love  life,  are  committed  to  the  idea  of 
Intellectual  growth  and  development 
thru  experiencing  places,  things,  Ideas, 
people;  believe  in  self-expression  thru 
Individuality  and  are  turned  on  by  open 
ness,  honesty,  integrity,  maybe  we  have 
something  to  share.  GCN  Box  219.  (33) 

THE  HEART  IS  A  LONELY  HUNTER 
Bi-married  prof  M,  51  seeks  on-going 
close  &  tactile  friendship  with  same. 
Necessarily  discreet.  P.O.  Box  1988, 
Boston,  MA  02105. _ (33) 

BURLINGTON  VT 

Photo  model  wanted  similar  to  one  on 
bottom  of  page  103  March  issue  of  Play- 
girl.  Will  pay  hourly  rate.  Please  send 
photo  if  possible,  to  GCN  Box  228. 
Please  allow  3  to  4  weeks  for  reply.  (34) 

it  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  numbei 
in  any  ol  our  ads,  sand  to  GCN  Classl. 

fieds,  Box _ ,  22  Bromfleld  St.,  Bos 

ton,  MA  02108. 


ARE  YOU  A  GF  25  TO  35 
Beginning  to  work  seriously  on  career 
and  personal  life,  but  need  companion 
to  share  ideas,  lonely  times,  good 
times?  Why  time  in  a  bar?  Write  to  me, 
GWF  30.  Do  it  now.  You  won’t  regret  it. 
GCN  Box  216. _ (33) 

GM  just  coming  out  19,  brn  h,  brn  e,  sin¬ 
cere  caring  &  slim.  Like  Rock  N  Roll  & 
Disco  music,  love  camping  in  the  mts  & 
doing  just  about  anything  else,  want  to 
meet  other  GM’s  18  to  25,  race  not  im¬ 
portant.  Call  749-2775,  Dover,  NH  03820, 
ask  for  David. _ (35) 

S.  ANDREW 
please  call 

T.  MURPHY 

(301)823-2146. _ (33) 

BEAT  STRESS,  DEPRESSION 
Sleep  problems!  Feel  good  again!  All- 
natural'  “miracle  pill.”  Not  a  drug!  Info: 
25®  to  Trude,  4400  Sarah  St.,  Burbank, 
CA  91505. _ (36) 

I  LOVE  NEW  YORK  I  THINK?? 

Any  1  willing  2  share  info  on  NYC? 
Think  I  want  2  live  in  NYC  not  sure  cost 
of  util  1  brm  food  trans  taxs?  Wrt  GCN 
Box  227,  Thanks. _ (34) 

Gay  women  write/meet  with  confidenti¬ 
ality  &  support  thru  the  Wishing  Well 
Magazine  and  Services.  Intro  copy  $3 
ppd.  Also  Gay  Women  Group  Travel. 
Info,  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947,  (37) 

SPRING'S  COMING  UP. . . 

GM  gd  shape,  reas  attr  31,  sks  mature, 
settled,  25-35,  into  smlr  things:  News, 
Old  Boston,  skating,  musicals,  condi¬ 
tioning,  TM,  learning,  languages,  sing¬ 
ing,  group  discussion;  smart,  masc. 
GCN  Box  187, _ (34) 

GWMseeksoldergaymenespeciallyinM 
aineforcorrespondencefriendshipmayb 
esexinterestedinyourlifestylehangupse 
tcalllettersanswereddiscretely.  GCN 
Box  215. _ (33) 

MACROBIOTIC  FRIENDS 
Hoping  to  find  Bi  and  Gay  people  prac¬ 
ticing  general  macro  diet.  Looking  for 
friends/support  and  a  place  to  live. 
RSVP  GCN  Box  221 .  (34) 

SERVICES _ 

CLEAN  IT  . .  .  ALL 

For  that  professional  cleaning  job, 
home  or  business  call  Joe  267-7296.  (34) 

LAUREL  COUNSELING 
Feminist  counseling  for  women 
Individual  and  lesbian  couples 
Initial  interview  $10 

Cambridge  354-7316. _ (34) 

Trained,  experienced  masseur  will 
make  you  feel  good  all  over.  Will  travel. 
Competitive  rates.  Young,  good  look- 
ing.  Box  1 32,  Laconia,  N  H  03246.  (33) 

Experienced  Therapists  for  individuals 
&  couples,  gay  or  straight.  Sliding  scale 
fee.  Insurance  accepted.  Kevin  McGirr, 
RN,  (617)  354-0622. _ (34) 

MOUNT  IT 

Take  those  tacks  out  of  the  corners. 
Bring  us  your  photo,  print,  poster,  and 
we’ll  dry-mount  on  foam-cor  while  you 
wait.  A  more  finished  product  for  your 
wall.  Artworks  East,  62  Charles  St., 
Boston.  523-7181. _ (35) 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 

(23) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 

Newton  Corner,  Mess,  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


SERVING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Humanistic  counselling  for  inds  and 
couples.  Open,  informal  atmosphere. 
Female  prof  Clinical  Soc.  Wkr.  15  yrs 
exp  in  SF/NYC.  Flexible  hours.  Fee 
negotiable  w/bartering  when  nec.  In  JP 
Viear  T,  Mariette  522-4572.  (38) 

Gay  Men’s  Weekend,  April  18,  led  by  2 
exp  therapists.  Improve  awareness  & 
communications.  Info.  Francis 
661-2032,  Kevin  354-0622. _ (34) 

GAY  MEN'^ THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings 

David  Sell  Associates  536-2665 

David  Seil,  M.D.  —  Director. 

INCOME  TAXES  PREPARED 
Low  cost  &  fast,  free  consultation.  Beacon 
Hill.  Phone  367-9264. _ (31) 

MARRIED  MEN  GAY/BI  GROUP 
Therapy  group  focusing  on  needs  of 
Gay/Bi  men  marled  to  women  has 
openings.  Call  Francis  Giambrone,  M.A. 
661-2032  or  24  hr  ans  serv  661-7890.  (30) 

PERSONALIZED  SERVICE 
for  all  your  printing  needs.  Resumes, 
flyers,  etc.  Gay  owned.  Copy  Cellar,  55 
Broad  St.,  Boston.  542-8280. _ (ex) 

ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Learn  to  express  what  you  feel,  want 
and  need,  and  feel  better  about  your¬ 
self!  Six-week  all  gay  assertiveness 
training  groups.  Call  965-2040  for  dates, 
cost,  location.  Leave  name  and  number. 

_ (38) 

IT’S  TIME 

Start  changing,  growing  the  way  you 
want.  Sensitive  male  therapist  M.S. 
Prof.  Trained.  Gay-lesbian  clients, 
clectic  approach  (617)  723-5651.  (15) 


ROOMMATES _ 

2  Lesbians.  Town  house  w/cozy  fire¬ 
place.  Winchester,  less  than  Vi  mi  pub¬ 
lic  trans.  Convenient,  no  smoking,  vege¬ 
tarian,'  clean,  reliable.  App  $155,  Inc 
utils.  Avail  April  1.  Call  646-5332  eves; 
ask  for  Jill  or  Sharon,  or  437-3064  days, 
Nancy. _ (34) 

Gay  student  &  5  yr  old  artist  seek  2  rms 
in  Camb  hshld,  pref  w/child(rn).  Don’t 
smoke  cigs.  Also  if  you  are  looking  as 
well,  call.  Laura 623-2201. _ (36) 

2  GF  sk  responsible  GF  for  3  bdrm  All- 
ston  apt.  1  blk  MBTA.  $90/mo.  783-3995. 
_ : _ (33) 

FEMALE  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
For  lesbian  household  in  scenic  Salem 
Willows.  Approximately  150/mo.  For 
further  information  call  744-3783.  (34) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Nahant  Beach  —  ocean  view,  $35/wk— 
plus  phone.  Contact  Margaret  at 

598-5235  —  keep  trying. _ (331 

2  prof  F  seek  couple/singles  to  share 
large  home  in  Cochituate.  Country-liv¬ 
ing  convenient  (20  mins  to  Boston)  via 
Turnpike.  Lge  private  yd  w/vegetable 
garden  &  patio.  4  br,  country  K  w/bkft 
nook,  dw/disp,  w&d,  d.r.,  Irw/wood 
stove,  game  room  &  porch,  2  full  baths. 
$120-160/mo.  plus  utilities.  Non-smok- 
ing  women  please.  March  653-2142.  (33) 
GWM  wanted  to  share  super  3  bdrm  S. 
End  Duplex  nr  Orange  Line.  Grdn,  fplc, 
gourmet  kitchen,  giant  bdrom  for  you 
$200  no  util.  Call  Ken  262-3977,  (33) 

2  prof  L/F  seek  2  L/F  28-38  to  share 
extra  Ig  beautiful  apt  in  Arlington,  steps 
away  MBTA,  w/w,  dswh,  washing  ma¬ 
chine,  dryer,  F  &  B  porch,  2  Ig  bedrms. 
Avail  Apr  1  occupancy  12  5  ea  (1  mo  sec) 
plus  util.  Sorry,  no  pets.  Call  (617) 
643-4129. _ (34) 

Quiet  dependable  lesbians  wanted  for 
house  in  Newton  Corner.  Avail  3/1.  $115 
+.  util.  Call  (617)  527-0426. _ (33) 

GWF  sks  F  25  +  prof,  grad  studt  or  art¬ 
ist.  Pref  mature/resp/indpt  to  share  4 
rms  basmnt  nr  Harv  Sq  T.  Imm  avail 
$170  w/util.  Call  491-5710. _ (33) 

GWM  24  prof  responsible  seeks  respon¬ 
sible  rmmate  for  2  bedroom  duplex  in 
South  End.  D&D,  exp  brick,  fp,  sundeck 
$237  incl  h&hw.  Call  Stan  (617)247-4187 
from  1 1-2PM,  not  a  sex  ad. _ (33) 

Want  to  share  or  sublet  for  Apr  1st.  M, 
29  with  Bi  leanings.  Drug-free,  Socialist 
minded.  Pref  Back  Bay  area  w/mature 
people.  $150.  GCN  Box  220. _ (34) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Newly  renvatd  1  br  apt  w/fireplace,  at- 
trac  &  sunny.  Owner-occ  bldg,  close  to 
T.  Parkg  avail.  $330/mo  +  sec  &  util. 


WORCESTER  SQUARE 
Owner-occupied  rooming  "house,  large 
rooms  with  eat-in  kitchens,  furnish,  un¬ 
furnished,  sanded  floor,  share  bath, 
utils  incl.  $185. 536-9546.  (34) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

THE  HOUSE  BOSTON 
Guest  Rooms  —  Nightly  Rates 
Furn  Rooms  &  Apts  —  Wkly  Rates 
Restaurant  &  Bar 

(617)  783-5701-5131 _ (35) 

MOYERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed — Insured— Professional 
24  hrs./day-7  days/wk.  No  O.T.  charges. 
Local  Jobs-Local  Rates. _ 354-2184 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

_ 661-2958. _ (c) 

GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Anything,  anywhere  —  all  size  trucks, 
with  dollies,  straps  and  pads  —  fast 
and  efficient.  Very  reliable.  Careful, 
cheerful  and  cheap.  864-0844. _ (c) 


REAL  ESTATE _ 

OGUNQUIT  ME  INCOME  PROP 
Sm  attrac  2  bedroom  home  &  sep  firpl 
summer  cottage,  nice  VS  acre  setting, 
walk  to  village  &  beach.  Call  (207) 
646-7419.  $64,900. _ (35) 

East  Haddam,  CT  2  +  wooded  acres, 
200  ft  frontage.  Can  work  with  your 
plans  or  custom  design  to  your  needs. 
$14,000.  (203)873-9977. _ (35) 

WANTED _ 

SOFTBALL 

Experienced  players,  especially  pitch¬ 
ers,  needed  for  high  level  fastpitch 
women’s  team.  Contact  Claudia  (617) 
547-7952;  Judy  522-2478;  or  Betsy 
522-0748. _ (34) 

HIKERS 

Looking  for  womyn  interested  in  hiking 
all  or  part  of  the  Appalachian  Trail. 
Starting  in  GA  mid  April.  Hope  to  reach 
Maine  by  Sept.  For  further  info  contact 
Joan  Warren  P.O.  Box  5902,  Santa  Fe, 
NM  87501. _ (35) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Fun  Ceramic  mug.  Life-sized  erection 
as  handle.  $8.50  plus  $1.00  postage. 
Send  chk  or  M.O.  to:  Gay  Enterprises, 
118  Mass  Ave.,  Suite  187,  Boston,  MA 
02115.  Dir  inq  invited. _ (34) 

WORLD’S  GREATEST  LOVER! 
Colorful  parchtone  certificate  $2.  Also 
avail:  “World’s  Sexiest  Stud”,  "World’s 
Greatest  Sex  Partner".  We  invite  dealer 
inquiries.  Resources,  POB  1637B, 
Springfield,  VA  22151.  (33) 


RESORTS _ 

U.S.  VIRGIN  ISLANDS  HOTEL 
At  last  —  a  first  class  beachfront  resort 
in  the  Caribbean.  Gay  owned  and 
designed  especially  for  lovers!  Write  or 
call  for  Information  and  pictures:  The 
King  Frederik,  PO  Box  1908, 

Frederiksted,  USVI  00840.  Phone  direct: 
(809)772-1205.  •  05) 

Clean,  comfortable,  inexpensive. 

Convenient  to  all,  friendly. 

CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650,  March  thru  October. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Printing  sales.  Will  train.  Good  income. 
Experience  a  plus.  Call  for  interview. 
Days:  542-8280;  Eves:  227-7754,  (33) 

Women’s  Community  Health  Ctr  — 
Camb  needs  P.T.  bookkeeper  or  ac- 
countant.  Call  547-2302. _ (33) 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment, 
Inc.,  full-time  administrative  position. 
Background  in  gerontology,  administra¬ 
tive  experience,  knowledge  of  aging 
and  lesbian/gay  community/service  net¬ 
work.  Masters  degree  in  gerontology  or 
related  field  desirable.  Salary  commen¬ 
surate  with  qualifications.  Send  resume 
by  April  1,  1980  to  Chairperson,  Search 
Committee,  Senior  Action  in  a  Gay 
Environment,  Inc.,  487-A  Hudson  St., 
New  York.  NY  10014.  (34) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOCIATION 
of  North  America:  educational,  legal, 
political  support  group  for 
intergenerational  relationships.  Write: 
NAMBLA,  Box  174,  NY,  NY  10018.  (33) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Av,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  4th  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly  mag¬ 
azine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social  & 
fund-raising  event.  Info  &  office  hrs 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate. _ (23) 

BOSTON  TRIANGLE 
Homosexual  Association:  for  those 
who  are  honest  and  open  with  their 
desire  to  expect  an  affirmative  return 
from  an  oppposite  race  —  within  the 
homosexual  community.  Information 
on  request.  GCN  Box  217, _ (34) 

GREAT  AMERICAN 
LESBIAN  ART  SHOW 
Women  organizing  for  the  Great  Ameri¬ 
can  Lesbian  Art  Show  —  Boston  will  be 
meeting  weekly  onSaturdays.  For  loca¬ 
tions  and/or  further  information  call 
787-1441  or  send  SASE  to  GCN  Box  225. 
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Quick  6oy  Guide 


Boston  Area  (647) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

BAGALS  {Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Aator  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Boston  Aslan  Gay  Man  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfleld  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0114 

Chlltem  Mountain  Club  227-6167 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
Clearspace,  Box  119, 104  Charles  St.  Boston  02114 
Committee  for  Gay  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108  2660103 

El  Comlte  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Freni  &  Luwers  Assoc. 

'P.O.  Box  814,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  do  GCN  Box  8000  282-9161 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

do  GCN  Box  Dee,  22  Bromfleld  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (612pm,  Mon.-Frl.)  4269371 

Le8bian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfleld,  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project 

21  Bay  St.  Cambridge  02139 
Older  and  Other  Gays,  do  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfleld  St..  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Institute 

Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  4269371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 


POUTICAL/LEGAL 


Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

Esplanade 

Fag  Rag 

Gay  Community  News 

Gay  Way  Radio  WBUR  (90.9  FM) 

Good  Gay  Poets 

HitParade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  021 14 
Musically  Speaking  WMBR  (88.1  FM) 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

4926450 

787-1084 

661-7534 

4254469 

353-2790 

2666103 

2655800 

253-4000 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 

Arcadia  Counseling,  Lesbian  Support  Group 

4259444 

520  Comm.  Ave. 

7392200  x58 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gay  Nurses'  Alliance/East 

P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 

8435300 

Gender  Identity  Service 

864-8181 

Homophlle  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service 

542-5188 

Homophlle  Community  Health  Service 

542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  Channlng  St.,  Newton  Comer  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

9651311 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 

2653444 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 

Turley  &  Assoc., 

9555293 

31  Channlng  St.,  Newton,  02158 

DOOKS/BARS/DUSINESSES 

9652040 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfleld 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge 

5426144 

02139 

8755310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb. 

The  Bar  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men) 

4916930 

252  Boylston  St. 

Buddies  (Cruise-Disco) 

247-9308 

733  Boylston  St. 

Chaps  (Denln,  Men) 

262-2480 

27  Huntington  Ave. 

Delivery  Entrance  (at  the  House  Restaurant) 

2657778 

12  Wilton  St. 

Harry's  Place  (Dancing,  Men) 

7836701 

45  Essex  St. 

Herbie's  Ramrod  Room  (Leather,  Men) 

3386816 

1254  Boylston  St. 

247-0989 

Jacques  (Mixed,  Dancing) 

79  Broadway 

Napoleon  Club  (Men,  Dancing  Frl.-Sun.) 

52  Piedmont  St. 

Paradise  (Talking,  Mostly  Men) 

180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge) 

Playland  (Men,  some  Women) 

21  Essex  St. 

Saints  (Women) 

Somewhere  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Women) 
295  Franklin  St. 

Spotter's  Cafe  (Men)  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together  (Disco  Dancing,  Mixed) 
IIOBoylstonSt. 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men's  baths) 

4  LaGranoe  St. 


3369066 


3367547 


864-4130 


3367254 

354-8807 


4267730 


4260086 


4261451 


3197-9000 

492-2655 


277-3454 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

IHFORMATIOH/SEkVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Hotline  7560730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc  ./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg  342-5117 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance  745-6966 

Box  606,  Marblehead,  01915 

Provlncetown  24-Hour  Drop-In  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS 


Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830 
Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  2666103 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  2364710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave.  367-1394 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  *  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders,  2  Park  Sq.  4261350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02139 
Robin  Mac  Corn  ack,  Mayor’s  Office  725-4410 

Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Suite  407,  739  Boylston  St.  242-3544 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02139  542-5415,5426837 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University.  353-3646 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  6616500 

Gay/Lesblan  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  Hill,  M A  02167  661-4059 

Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1,4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcllffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  4967059 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  56306  2565440 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Arcadia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center  3546807 

Daughters  of  Bllltls,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  306,  Boston  U  Sta,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lesbian  Liberation,  do  Women's  Center  3546807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
186VY  Hampshire  St.,  Camb.  6616450 

National  Organization  for  Women  6616015 

99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women’s  Center  6265000x793 

Woman  space,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women's  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Am  Tlkva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity.  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 14  5366518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  7766377 

Integrity.  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  5363788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  5267664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Unlversallsts  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA 


7456556  (ext.  209) 


Western  Mass.  (4t0) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition, 

P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield  01201 
Gay  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union 
UMass,  Amherst 
Help  Line 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

WOMEN _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 


447-7818 


5462645 

6646391,6646392 


Northampton  01060 

584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst 

5450883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

5453438 

P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 

Southwest  Women's  Center 

5450626 

Womonfrye  Books 

RELIGIOUS 

586-6445 

Dlgnlty/Sprlngfield,  P.O.  Box  1604 

Springfield  01101 

STUDENT 

Lesbian  tjnlon,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 

5453438 

Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002 

5450154 

Connecticut  (203) 

IWFORMATIOWBEKYICEfSOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505  4368945 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-F  11-2  pm, 

61 1  pm.  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  Switchboard,  New  Haven,  M-F  611  pm, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  4368945 

Gay  Youth-New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  2031 
Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520  4368945 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Institute  of  Social  Ethlcs/Gay  National 
Archives,  One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

So.  Conn.  Org.  for  Human  Rights, 

P.O.  Box  3792,  New  Haven  06525  562-1007 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women's  Collective,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn.Storrs  06268  4864738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  5262382 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  648-4900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

STUDENT _ 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
do  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106  527-3151 

Gay  Alliance,  New  Haven  &  Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520  4368945 

Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268  4862273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-941 1 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511  8662802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
P.O.  80x1295,  New  London  06320  442-1807 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesblans,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520  4368945 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta  Norwalk,  06850 
Dlgnlty/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72, 

Hartford  061 41  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285, 

West  Haven  06516  4368945 

Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 


Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514, 

Hartford  06101  232-51 10 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anon.  (Information)  7760615 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520  4366354 

Rhode  Island  (401) 

IHFORMATIOH/SEkVICE/SOCIAL 

Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I.,  7269269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940  7266023 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

WOMEN 


3662286 


8516711 

7536360 


Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 
Providence  02912 


RELIGIOUS 


Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949, 14  Center 
St.,  Provlncetown  02657  (46pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women’s  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannls 
02601  7716739 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  7465873 

The  Women's  Bookstore 

1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women’s  Meeting  House 

89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970 


Boothbay  Harbor 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance 
Box  594 

Bar  Harbor  04609 

MEDIA 


6365264 


2863773 


Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 

MENfWOMEN _ 

Aroostook  Lambda,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou,  ME  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast,  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men  P.O.  Box  57  Belfast,  ME  04915 

STUDENT _ 

Wllde-Stein  Club,  do  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

New  York  City  (242) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
do  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21st  St.  #1979  10011  691-0057 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  9896653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  2663944 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages 

P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club  734-7748 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  677-0237 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  2556097 

SAGE,  Inc. 

487A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14  St.)  8760143 

WOMEN _ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  3623  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  3569204 

Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Gay  Women  s  Alternative, 

4  W.  76th  St.  10023  5326669 


Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 
P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
243  W.  20th  St.  10010 

POUTICAL/LEGAL 


741-2610 


3361396 


Gay  Women  of  Brown,  do  Sarah  Doyle 
Women's  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  8662189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  8662189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDENT 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St. 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists 
Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

'  Rm  502, 110E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  10010 
Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 

Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601 
National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  ft.,  10010 

RELIGIOUS 


924-2970 

9663012 

7776358 

6776237 

6268532 

5326197 

741-5800 

9242970 


Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  2426616 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  9896653 

MCC/NY.201W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


8663062 


Dlgnlty/Provldence  7240132 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02881 

MCC/ProvIdence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  III,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  2726482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

IHFORMATIOHISEkVICEfSOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  8861305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521 ,  Concord  03301  2268049 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 

Concord  224-3785,  431-1541;  Keene  399-4927; 

Nashua  8891416 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301; 

Box  3472,  Nashua  03061 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  2286049 

Concord  Bisexual  Support  Group 
67  Thorndike  St. 

Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  221  Portsmouth  03801 

WOMEN _ 

Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
loumal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 

STUDENT _ 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hlnman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (602) 

INFORMATlONfSERVICE/SOCIAL 

Southern  Vermont  Lesblans/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 

Washington  County  Gays  2236843 

P.O.  Box  1264,  Montpelier  05602 

WOMEN  _ 

Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  7751946 

Women’s  Center, 

P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  883-1236 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT  656-4173 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington  05401 ,  M-F,  7-9pm  65641 73 

Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 

Maine  (207) 

IHFORMAHOW/SEKVICE/SOCIAL 

Center  for  Being,  Alternative  Counseling  Service 


Gaysweek,  216  W.  18th  St.  1001 1 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

WBAI  Gay  Rap 

9297720 

5952597 

2790707 

STUDENT 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

5957056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 

55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

6916969 

7250114 

OCCUPATIONAL 

Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PI.,  Brooklyn  1 1217  2555969/4991060 

New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERYICEfSOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)4862050 

374  Woodfleld  Rd.  W.  Hemslead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 


(518)4626138 


(516)324-2468 

(716)2716750 
(716)  2446640 
or  244-9030 


(607)797-3453 


332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210 
Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14814 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline 
(Frl-Sun,  7:3910  p.m.) 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)  4756857 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  2446640, 244-9030 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mall:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201) 

NY  Stale  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 
Parents  of  Gays/Ll 
do  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746 

WOMEN 


(518)4659246 

(518)4626138 


Bisexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line 
Herlzon  —  A  Woman's  Space 
77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
(Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

MEN 


(516)791-5565 


(716)244-9030 
(607)  722-3629 


Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (911pm) 

RELIGIOUS 


(914)948-4922 


(716)2326521 


Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalis)  Gay  Caucus), 
34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fltzhugh  St., 
Rochester  14614 

Dlgnlty/LI.,  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Unlversalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT 


(607)2566482 

(716)2446640 

(716)2756181 
(516)4292134 
(516)  2457943 


Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y. 
Hamllton-KIrkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 
Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 
385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202 

MEDIA 


(518)4626138 

(315)4756857 


Capitol  District  Alive,  262  Central  Ave.  Albany  12206; 

(by  mall:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201) 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
do  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POUTICAL/LEGAL 


Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(518)4626138 


If  your  organization  feels  that  it  has  been 
miscategorized,  please  contact  GCN  so  the 
error  may  be  corrected. 


To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  list¬ 
ing  Into  the  Quick  Gay  Guide,  send  Informa¬ 
tion  to  Listings  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfleld 
St reet ,  Boston,  MA  02106. 
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The  Gay  Grand  Tour 


STATES  OF  DESIRE:  ■' 
TRAVELS  IN  GAY  AMERICA 

By  Edmund  White 
E.P.  Dutton,  New  York 
$12.95,  336  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Harry  Seng 


n  Merle  Miller’s  What  Happened  the  narrator  com¬ 
plains  about  the  compulsion  of  even  the  most  casual 
trick  to  tell  his  life  story.  Is  it  the  intimacy  of  the 
sexual  which  allows  a  quick  trust  to  develop,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  outpouring  of  the  soul?  Or  is  it  a  more 
impersonal  desire  to  confess,  to  unload  the  guilt,  to  have 
anyone  at  all  listen?  The  ease  with  which  most  of  the  gay 
men  in  White’s  book  of  essays  tell  their  tales  leads  me  to 
think  it’s  the  latter.  Edmund  White  strikes  me  as  a  good 
listener  as  well  as  one  who  can  ask  provocative  questions. 
Nevertheless,  many  of  the  people  he  spoke  with  across 
the  country  related  their  stories  with  an  urgency  which 
suggests  that  they  had  rehearsed  these  anecdotal  histories 
for  years  and  were  just  dying  to  tell  the  world  all.  I 
suppose  it  comes  from  years  of  having  been  ignored  by  a 
homophobic  society. 

One  of  my  fantasies  has  always  been  to  make  a  Gay 
Grand  Tour  of  the  U.S.  It  would  be  a  rite  of  initiation  as 
important  in  the  education  of  a  gay  person  as  the  tour  of 
the  continent  was  for  the  cultivated  gentleman  of 
previous  centuries.  It  would  expose  one  to  the  variegated 
manifestations  of  the  gay  animal  throughout  the  country. 
From  a  more  selfish  point  of  view,  it  would  also  allow 
one  to  be  the  new  “girl”  in  town,  the  man  of  mystery  in 
the  local  bar  who  sets  the  hearts  of  the  natives  all-a- 
flutter. 

This  is  of  course  an  idealized  view  of  learning  by 
exposure,  and  will  probably  always  remain  a  fantasy  for 
me,  since  I  have  no  expectations  of  a  financial  windfall 
coming  my  way.  Such  tours  demand  the  luxury  of  time 
and  money,  at  a  time  when  even  the  SSI  queens  are 
thinking  of  careers  in  business. 

Edmund  White  brings  me  back  to  earth  in  States  of 
Desire.  His  visits  to  a  good  cross-section  of  the  major 
American  cities  were  sandwiched  into  a  teaching  schedule 
and,  I  assume,  other  writing  projects.  He  confides  that 
he  had  to  borrow  from  friends  to  complete  his  itinerary, 
and  speaks  of  the  wear  and  tear  of  a  suitcase  existence. 


the  loneliness  of  the  hotel  room,  and  the  frustration  of 
constantly  listening.  And,  finally  (and  one  occasionally 
feels  this  self-consciousness  and  anxiety  in  the  book): 

...  1  was  often  insecure,  especially  about  my  looks. 

As  I  approached  my  fortieth  birthday  I  feared  I’d  lost 
the  physical  attractiveness  that  might  have  made  me 
more  welcome  even  five  years  earlier  in  gay  America 
—  which  must  count  as  a  sorry  comment  on  the  pre¬ 
judice  against  age  I’ve  absorbed  and  that  other  gays 
radiate,  (p.  335) 

This  combination  of  insight  and  self-criticism  makes 
this  travel  book  invaluable  —  and  readable.  It  is  not  a 
guide,  but,  rather,  a  compendium  of  what  is  singularly 
human  about  being  gay  in  L.A.,  or  Minneapolis,  or 
Atlanta.  As  in  all  good  travel  books  which  are  also 
journals,  here  we  learn  as  much  about  White  in  the  book 
as  we  do  about  the  cities  he  visits  and  the  people  who  live 
in  them.  I  suspect  that  he  cared  little  for  much  of  what 
he  saw,  but  he  does  allow  us  to  see  all  of  it.  I’m  not  sure 
I  would  have  survived  Memphis,  where,  according  to  one 
witness,  you  just  do  not  sleep  with  another  local. 

White  hopes  that  his  book  will  enable  gays  and 
straights  to  imagine  other  lives.  A  noble  purpose,  but  one 
which  is  traditionally  the  province  of  fiction.  White  has 
the  eye  of  a  novelist  damned  to  eternal  vigilance.  Such 
ruthless  observation  serves  him  well  and  can  lead  to 
original  insights: 

He  moves  with  a  rural  slowness  about  the  house,  as 
though  testing  each  room  for  danger  before  he  enters 
it.  (p.  48) 

At  times,  however,  White’s  style  becomes  too  painterly, 
too  impressionistic,  top  much  the  artist  without  a  specific 
subject,  something  which  the  essayist  cannot  afford  to 
become. 

I  approached  this  book  with  two  questions:  Are  gays 
the  same  throughout  the  country  and  are  they  different 
from  the  straights  with  whom  they  share  a  city?  The 
answer  to  the  first  appears  to  be  no,  to  the  second  an 
equivocal  no,  at  least  to  the  extent  that  White  finds  gay 
New  Yorkers  bent  on  success,  gay  Chicagoans  hardwork¬ 
ing  and  conservative  and  gay  Atlantans  crazy  about  their 
homes. 

A  third  question,  however,  follows  from  the 
previous  two:  Can  the  country  (in  this  case  “provincial”) 
mouse  find  happiness  in  the  big  city?  White  talks  to 
people  who  have  moved  to  the  gay  meccas  and  returned 
to  the  nest.  In  Portland,  Oregon,  1  met  a  man  who  had 
lived  in  San  Francisco  for  a  year  and  felt  compelled  to 


return  to  the  relative  quiet  of  the  Northwest.  In  White’s 
book  we  meet  two  Memphians  who  lament  their  lot,  but 
who  only  talk  of  leaving  in  the  morose  tones  of  someone 
who  has  had  too  much  gin.  San  Francisco  is  full  of 
Midwesterners  and  Southerners  who  have  brought  their 
values  as  well  as  their  wardrobes  with  them.  These  are 
the  people  who  shun  the  radicals  and  “freaks,”  who  buy 
up  property  in  the  ghetto,  and  who  can’t  carry  on  an 
intelligent  conversation.  They  are  not  a  minority  in  San 
Francisco. 

I  have  always  hoped  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
alienation  of  being  gay  will  lead  to  the  politicization  of  a 
fragmented  consciousness.  White  shares  this  hope: 

Being  gay  in  a  straight  world,  even  in  a  hypothetically 
permissive  straight  world,  is  so  alienating  that  the 
only  way  to  avoid  depression  is  through  the  assertion 
of  one’s  own  gay  identity.  Anger  can  take  three  forms 
—  self-hatred,  uncontrollable  rage,  and  calm  but  con¬ 
stant  self-assertion.  The  first  solution  is  tiresome,  the 
second  useless,  the  third  wise.  (p.  144) 

An  eminently  reasonable  analysis,  but  considering  the 
proliferation  in  San  Francisco,  that  most  liberated  of 
cities,  of  therapies  specifically  packaged  for  gays,  I’m  not 
convinced  that  the  majority  of  gays  want  to  be  liberated, 
or  understand  what  such  a  process  would  involve.  My 
own  impression  of  San  Francisco  is  that  there’s  too  little 
rage  and  too  much  self. 

It  is  when  White  turns  to  the  East  coast,  in  the  last 
part  of  the  book,  that  he  looks  both  inward  and  outward 
in  a  more  insightful,  and  more  relaxed,  manner.  This  is 
what  he  knows  best,  if  not  always  through  personal 
experience,  then  through  intellectual  and  cultural 
osmosis.  He  shares  the  Easterner’s  disdain  for  the 
provinces,  even  when  those  provinces  are  part  of  the  city 
he  lives  in.  Are  there  gays  in  Queens,  or  the  Bronx?  He 
does,  however,  know  his  fellow  Manhattanites  well. 

There  is  a  thoroughness  here  which  goes  beyond  the 
superficialities  of  gay  sociology. 

It  is  in  the  New  York  City  section  that  White  enters 
into  the  ongoing  debate  centering  around  gay  sensibility. 
He  questions  the  inclusiveness  of  such  a  wide-ranging 
term,  and  prefers  to  speak  of  gay  taste  at  specific  periods 
in  history.  And  yet  he  can  write: 

In  literature  1  cannot  imagine  a  gay  writer  imitating 
the  gray  and  brown  abnegations  of  Joseph  Conrad  or 
the  patient,  dogged  grumbling  of  the  late  Celine.  Gay 
taste  is  intriguing,  ingratiating,  effective,  (p.  257-8) 

Continued  on  Page  6 
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Armchair  Revolutionary? 


WAKING  AT  THE  BOTTOM 
OF  THE  DARK 

By  Jan  Clausen 
Long  Haul  Press 
PO  Box  592 
Van  Brunt  Station 
Brooklyn,  NY  11215 
79  pp.,  $3.00 


Reviewed  by  Stephanie  Byrd 


Integration  of  one’s  personal  reality  with  the  political 
realities  of  the  world  is  a  theme  which  many  feminist/ 
lesbian  authors  adopt.  It  allows  space  for  introspec¬ 
tion  as  well  as  one’s  personal  opinions.  Jan  Clausen  is  a 
lesbian/feminist  poet  who  utilized  this  theme  as  an 
explanation  of  her  failure  to  open  herself  to  the  political 
realities  of  those  surrounding  her. 

I  am  drawing  this  conclusion  from  Clausen’s  book, 
Waking  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Dark.  This  book  opens 
with  a  section  of  poems  entitled  The  Stakes.  There  are 
three  poems  in  this  section  which  left  me  with  a  feeling 
of  foreboding.  The  poem,  I  know  a  woman  concerns  a 
woman  who  reacts  to  the  realities  of  this  world  by  taking 
a  firearm  to  bed.  This  woman  has  assessed  the  world 
situation  and  has  taken  action.  She  is  armed  and  danger¬ 
ous.  Although  this  woman  is  brave,  Clausen  reacts  by 
withdrawing  from  her.  She  sneers  at  this  woman  by 
saying: 

what  would  you  give  of  everything  you  had? 
what  single  act  could  rectify  your  sin? 

I  do  not  believe  that  women  arm  themselves  and  commit 
acts  of  terrorism  because  they  feel  sinful  and  guilty. 

Tania  (Patty)  Hearst  was  not  a  terrorist  and  as  a  result 
she  is  not  dead.  The  women  of  the  Symbionese  Libera¬ 
tion  Front,  who  perished  in  a  barrage  of  bullets  and 
flames,  were  not  acting  out  of  guilt,  but  out  of  disgust 
and  bitterness  over  the  theft  and  dirty  dealings  handed  to 
women  and  people  of  color  in  this  country  and  the 
world.  Furthermore,  Clausen  rejects  any  of  the  blame 
which  the  subject  of  this  poem  takes  upon  herself. 
Clausen  is  not  guilty  of  taking  anybody’s  job,  calling 
anyone  nigger_or  even  caring  about  any  child  outside  her 
own  sphere  of  influence.  With  this  poem,  Clausen  has 
divorced  herself  from  the  concerns  of  the  Black  and 
Third  Worlds. 

The  second  poem  in  this  grouping  is  entitled  a 
suicide.  The  person  is  “walking  to  a  revolution’’ 
according  to  Clausen.  The  subject  is  affected  by  the  pain 
of  other  people  and  is  desirous  of  action.  However  the 
subject  of  the  poem  discovers  herself  to  be  ineffectual 
and  dies. 

This  kind  of  murder,  or  suicide,  is  an  effective 
weapon  in  weeding  out  dissension  amongst  those  who  are 
uncomfortable  with  the  status  quo.  Clausen  once  again 
takes  the  stance  that  it  is  guilt  which  causes  this  action.  It 


is  inconceivable  to  her  that  anything  but  self-hatred  can 
motivate  one’s  own  death.  The  hurt  described  as  ancient 
can  only  be  perceived  as  personal.  If  this  death  is 
personal,  why  must  Clausen  color  it  with  revolution?  If 
the  reasons  for  the  death  are  unknown  to  Clausen,  why 
must  she  interpret  the  tragedy  into  her  own  terms?  One 
gets  the  feeling  when  reading  a  suicide  that  Clausen  is 
offended  that  the  subject  would  go  to  such  lengths  to 
inflict  hurt  on  her.  Perhaps  the  revolution  is  personal  to 
the  poet.  However  she  does  not  seem  to  be  putting  any 
part  of  herself  toward  its  resolution. 

The  third  poem  is  entitled  struggle.  The  beginning  is 
tell  tale  of  Clausen’s  policy  regarding  friends.  It  is  as 
follows: 

Continued  on  next  page 
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JE  SUIS  EIN  AMERICANO 

By  Tim  Dlugos 
Little  Caesar  Press 
3373  Overland  Avenue 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90034 
33  pp.,  $2.00 


Reviewed  by  Rob  Schmieder 

No  generalization  could  adequately  describe  the 

poems  in  this  collection.  Each  proclaims  its  formal 
idiosyncracies:  there  is  no  missing  those  well- 
crafted  sonnets  or  neatly  stacked  poems-in-prose.  The 
certainty  that  each  poem  has  to  be  written  the  way  it  is 
gradually  translates  into  the  certainty  that  each  one  has 
to  be.  Dlugos  writes  to  capture  moments  in  time,  moods, 
stories,  ideas,  at  the  point  where  they  suddenly  become 
important  enough  to  be  poems: 

There  are  two  houses.  The  big  one  is  filled 
with  your  friends  who  are  going  away. 

There  is  a  piano  in  the  tiny  house.  You 
walk  into  the  empty  parlor,  sit  down  and 
play  the  only  song  you  know  by  heart. 

(“At  the  Point”) 

Dlugos  never  goes  beyond  the  range  of  his  own  life  and 
dreams  —  those  of  an  ordinary  American.  At  his  most 
fantastic,  he  explores  the  part  of  the  American  imagina¬ 
tion  that  is  dominated  by  our  politics: 

I’m  the  heir  of  a  great  American  family. 

My  success  is  guaranteed. 

Unexpected  tragedy  is  all  that  can  stop  me. 

I’m  the  popular  senator  teaching  his  son  to  save. 

(“White  Petals”) 

Some  of  the  poems  concern  friendship,  and  are  written  in 
the  scattershot  manner  that  typifies  most  communication 
between  friends. 


it’s  part  of  how  I  see  things 
every  day,  the  way  daily  mass 
used  to  be,  or  masturbation 
I  tell  you  this  because  I 
called  your  office  5  minutes 
ago  &  they  said  you  Weren’t  There 

(“Stanzas  for  Martina”) 

And  many  of  the  poems  are  about  love. 

I  open  my  eyes  you 
kiss  me  &  say  It’s  dawn 
I  smile,  don’t  even  check 
go  back  to  sleep  you  too 

(“Knowing  It”) 

The  situations  Dlugos  describes  in  his  love  poems  are  the 
most  sharply  defined  in  this  collection,  and  are  accorded 
the  most  dignified  and  exacting  forms.  This  is  one  of  the 
collection’s  twelve  sonnets: 

The  night  he  leaves,  you  find  a  shiny  dime 
from  Canada.  You  eat  the  same  beef  stew 
you  always  order,  at  Brigitte’s.  Now  you 
can  do  what  takes  your  fancy,  anytime 

you  want.  You  live  alone.  You  take  a  walk 
down  Bank  Street  to  the  pier.  Hoboken  glows 
with  a  rich  light,  and  one  green  tugboat  slows 
and  banks  downriver.  There’s  no  need  to  talk 

to  anyone  right  now,  as  the  dark  blue 
sky  fills  the  water  in  between  the  streaks 
of  silver.  In  the  breeze,  the  river  reeks 
a  little  less  than  usual.  You’re  through 

and  want  to  ease  the  pain.  You  think  your  art 
might  do  that,  but  you  don’t  know  where  to  start. 

But  of  course  Dlugos  does  know  where  to  start.  The  son 
remains  the  same;  he  will  simply  enter  with  a  new  verse 
or  in  a  different  key. 

You  draw  your  own 

breath,  then  I  draw  mine.  This  is 

truly  great  art. 

(“Great  Art”) 
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Ahistorical  Perspectives 


Do  friends 
really  end  it  over 
politics?  .  .  . 

well,  it  has  been  coming 
on  for  months,  for  years 

positions 
have  hardened 

2. 

you  are  giving  her  up 
she  has  given  up  contradictions 
Friendships  do  not  often  deteriorate  over  politics 
unless  one  of  the  two  friends  presents  a  danger  to  the 
other.  A  great  deal  of  faith  and  trust  may  have  been 
present  before  such  a  dissolution.  However,  when  it 
comes  to  an  actual  confrontation  with  the  authority  in 
power,  it  is  often  best  to  eliminate  those  people  who 
weaken  the  structure.  In  this  case,  the  two  individuals 
can  no  longer  be  friends.  Clausen  takes  a  rather  urbane 
view  of  this  break-up  by  saying  that  the  emotional  com¬ 
mitment  in  the  friendship  was  minimal  and  therefore 
there  is  little  inconvenience.  The  dogma  spouted  in  this 
poem  is  unclear  in  most  instances.  However,  there  is  still 
the  feeling  that  friendship  will  continue  on  the  part  of  at 
least  one  of  the  friends.  But  the  other  has  been 
,  exhausted. 

Lapsed  friendship  continues  to  haunt  the  retired 
!  revolutionary.  She  envisions: 

...  a  backdrop  of  South  Bronx  or  jail 
...  her  dangerous 
simple  life: 

sets  the  explosive 
lights  the  cigarette 
screams  when  the  torture  warrants 
!  shoots  to  kill  .  .  . 

The  friend  of  the  lapsed  revolutionary  has  left  an 
indelible  memory.  She  is  serious  and  ready  to  die.  But 
there  is  no  acceptance  for  such  commitments  from  her 
friend.  The  fact  that  this  might  be 

..  .  the  last  time 
i  saw  her 
alive 

does  not  lessen  the  frivolous  attitude  that  Clausen  takes 
toward  these  people.  I  suspect  that  Clausen  has  taken  the 
same  attitude  toward  her  own  friends  when  their  “line” 
becomes  too  much  for  her  to  swallow.  Clausen  is  an 
armchair  revolutionist.  She  can  step  back  whenever  the 
price  involved  threatens  her  security.  This  poet  is  danger¬ 
ous  to  me  and  anyone  else  who  is  committed  to  change 
because  her  changes  are  marked  by  the  traditional 
Amerikan  changes  in  status. 

These  three  poems  were  the  only  poems  of  interest 
to  me  in  Waking  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Dark.  The  rest  of 
the  poetry  struck  me  as  the  cover  of  this  volume,  devoid 
of  hue,  black  and  white.  I  found  very  little  here  to  relate 
to  my  realities  or  the  realities  of  those  who  are  close  to 
me.  Once  again,  it  is  up  to  the  readers  of  poetry  to  try 
and  discover  something  else. 


HOMOSEXUALITY:  A  HISTORY  FROM 
ANCIENT  GREECE  TO  GAY  LIBERATION 

By  Vent  L.  Bullough 

New  American  Library,  New  York 

196  pp.,  $4.95 

GAY  MEN:  THE  SOCIOLOGY  OF  MALE 
HOMOSEXUALITY 

Edited  by  Martin  P.  Levine 
Harper  &  Row,  New  York 
346  pp.,  $14.95  cloth,  $5.95  paper 


Reviewed  by  Joseph  Interrante 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  have  been,  throughout  most 
of  our  history,  an  invisible  and  speechless  minority. 
A  systematic  suppression  and  misinterpretation  of 
the  historical  evidence  of  love  and  affection  between 
women  and  between  men  is  a  central  aspect  of  our  op¬ 
pression.  Hence  must  of  the  struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay 
liberation  occurs  over  the  right  to  speak  publicly  about 
ourselves,  to  be  public.  And  not  only  the  right  to  speak: 
we  have  also  worked  to  develop  a  language  free  from  the 
notions  of  sin,  criminality  and  sickness  which  expresses 
our  diversity  as  well  as  our  common  experiences.  We 
work  not  only  to  refute  old  stereotypes  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  but  also  to  prevent  new  ones  —  to  displace  en¬ 
tirely  a  heterocentrist  ideology  which  creates  these  stereo¬ 
types  in  the  First  place.  We  struggle  not  only  to  develop 
new  answers  to  old  questions,  but  to  pose  new  questions. 

The  books  reviewed  here  contain  a  wealth  of  infor¬ 
mation  which  could  be  used  to  ask  these  new  questions. 
What  is  the  significance  of  these  changes?  To  what  extent 
were  they  a  response  to  the  self-conscious  activity  of 
“homosexuals”?  How  has  homosexual  identity  changed 
over  time?  What  can  history  tell  us  about  the  current  lib¬ 
eralization  of  attitudes  toward  homosexuality?  In  what 
ways  is  the  current  situation  a  liberation,  in  what  ways  is 
it  a  new  attempt  to  control  our  lives?  The  books  reviewed 
here  do  not  ask  these  kinds  of  questions.  As  compendia 
of  current  information  in  history  and  sociology,  they 
document  that  men  have  always  loved  men  and  women 
have  always  loved  women  throughout  history.  They  also 
show  that  society’s  attempts  to  stifle  this  love  have 
changed  over  time.  However,  both  books  are  concerned 
solely  with  refuting  old  stereotypes.  They  do  a  perfectly 
good  job  of  that;  but  the  question  remains  whether  or 
not  homosexuality  is  a  “problem.”  Beginning  with 
stereotypes,  they  never  move  beyond  them’.  They  fail  to 
question  the  political  functions  of  these  stereotypes  as  in¬ 
struments  of  oppression. 

Vem  Bullough’s  Homosexuality  is  not  so  much  a 
history  of  homosexual  behavior  as  an  extended  essay  on 
social  attitudes  toward  homosexuality.  Fewer  than  half 
the  chapters  deal  in  some  way  with  the  actual  lives  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Most  of  the  book  offers  a  descrip¬ 
tion  and  refutation  of  religious,  legal  and  medical  stereo¬ 
types.  This  is  precisely  its  limitation.  Bullough  does  not 
analyze  these  stereotypes  in  their  historical  and  social 


contexts;  all  he  wants  to  know  is  whether  or  not  they  are 
true.  Religion,  the  law  and  medicine  become  abstract, 
ahistorical  entities.  This  undermines  his  efforts  to  provide 
even  a  history  of  oppression.  Bullough  focuses  on  the 
fact  of  oppression  but  ignores  the  various  ways  in  which 
oppression  actually  happens.  He  thus  presupposes  the 
very  forms  of  discrimination  he  seeks  to  explain.  (Dis¬ 
crimination  simply  produces  more  discrimination  in  this 
book.)  Indeed,  the  only  distinctions  in  his  account  are 
those  which  make  up  the  progression  “oppression”  to 
“liberation.”  But  we  should  question  whether  shock 
treatment,  heavy  drugging  or  extensive  psychoanalysis  are 
really  “less  punitive”  (in  his  words)  than  imprisonment. 
Many  gay  and  lesbian  schoolteachers,  parents  and  legal 
minors  could  also  cast  doubt  on  his  claim  that  “the 
major  structural  edifices  opposed  to  homosexuality”  have 
been  “destroyed.” 

The  reason  for  Bullough’s  ahistorical  study  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  also  guides  his  use  of  the  term  “homosexual¬ 
ity.”  Despite  his  recognition  that  the  term  was  coined  in 
the  mid-nineteenth  century,  Bullough  uses  it  freely  to  de¬ 
scribe  same-sex  behavior  in  the  whole  period  from  an¬ 
cient  Greece  to  the  present.  This  amounts  to  a  reading 
back  of  present-day  concepts  where  they  do  not  apply. 
Bullough’s  own  evidence  indicates  that  classical,  medieval 
and  early  modern  writers  did  not  generally  see  homosex¬ 
uality  as  a  behavior  pattern;  rather,  they  saw  homosexual 
acts  and  lumped  them  with  other  non-procreative  sex. 
Moreover,  some  kinds  of  homosexual  acts  were  condoned 
in  certain  societies  (such  as  pederasty  in  classical  Greece). 
Yet  Bullough  never  asks  what  these  facts  might  mean. 

The  differences  in  social  attitudes  are  important,  how¬ 
ever,  because  they  probably  relate  to  differences  in  the 
self-conceptions  of  homosexuals.  They  do  not  mean  that 
homosexuals  did  not  exist  before  the  term  was  created,  or 
that  they  were  not  aware  of  acting  in  a  manner  that  was 
outside  the  boundaries  of  socially  acceptable  behavior. 
They  do  mean  that  the  line  between  acceptable  and  un¬ 
acceptable  behavior  has  shifted  historically,  and  that 
these  changes  shaped,  and  were  shaped  by  the  conscious 
activity  of  homosexuals.  We  may  never  know  this  conclu¬ 
sively  about  earlier  periods,  but  the  nineteenth  century 
evidence  is  convincing.  And  we  need  to  acknowledge 
these  differences  if  we  are  to  grant  our  lesbian  and  gay 
ancestors  their  own  distinctive  and  complex  experiences 
as  people.  Bullough’s  ahistorical  account  reduces  that 
complexity. 

When  Bullough  does  examine  the  lives  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  he  focuses  exclusively  on  the  “famous,”  in 
order  to  show  that  homosexuals  can  be  productive  mem¬ 
bers  of  society.  He  ignores  work  on  non-elite  people 
which  has  used  demographic  and  manuscript  material  — 
except  in  his  discussion  of  cross-dressing,  though  he 
doesn’t  pursue  the  question.  He  thus  ignores  questions  of 
class,  culture,  identity  and  consciousness,  which  are  cru¬ 
cial  for  understanding  our  past  and  present  situations. 
Bullough’s  focus  also  leads  him  into  some  erroneous  gen¬ 
eralizations  about  the  non-elite  majority.  For  example,  he 
claims  that  the  only  way  an  unmarried  woman  could  earn 
a  living  before  the  late  nineteenth  century  was  through 
prostitution.  Yet  in  America  in  1850,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  595,000  women  who  worked  in  manufacturing, 
domestic  service  and  teaching  were  single,  and  their  pro¬ 
portion  increased  over  the  next  century.  Many  were  pro¬ 
bably  lesbians.  Bullough’s  generalization  is  part  of  his  re¬ 
futation  of  the  psychoanalytic  stereotype  linking  prostitu¬ 
tion  and  lesbianism,  but  surely  this  need  not  be  done  at 
the  cost  of  denying  grass-roots  lesbian  experience. 

Bullough’s  brief  account  of  contemporary  homo¬ 
sexual  experience  is  the  theme  of  Martin  Levine’s  antho¬ 
logy,  Gay  Men.  Levine  organizes  his  book  around  a 
framework  which  could  raise  important  questions  about 
gay  male  culture:  it  examines  various  forms  of  oppres¬ 
sion;  discusses  gay  men’s  attempts,  within  the  context  of 
that  oppression,  to  develop  a  positive  identity  for  them¬ 
selves;  and  describes  aspects  of  gay  culture  and  politics  as 
well  as  important  issues  like  gender,  parenting,  agism  and 
racism.  However,  Gay  Men  is  concerned  solely  with  re¬ 
futing  prevalent  stereotypes  about  gay  men.  Despite  the 
framework  of  the  book,  it  does  not  really  ask  questions 
about  gay  male  culture  in  its  own  terms. 

Levine  limits  the  goals  of  his  anthology  in  this  way 
because  he  seems  to  believe  that  the  truth  will  set  us  free. 
Since  public  opinion  lags  behind  a  “scientific”  under¬ 
standing  of  homosexuality,  ignorance  fuels  oppression. 
Hence  if  we  can  educate  the  public  about  ourselves,  then 
gay  men  will  be  accepted  as  useful  members  of  society. 
Magnus  Hirschfeld  held  the  same  opinion  in  Germany  in 
the  1920s  and  1930s.  Levine’s  specific  argument  is  differ¬ 
ent  from  Hirschfeld’s  medical  explanations,  of  course, 
but  he  has  the  same  faith  in  the  power  of  scientific  dis¬ 
course.  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  the  importance  of  educa¬ 
tion  —  Windows  and  Cruising  make  its  importance  pain¬ 
fully  clear.  But  education  involves  more  them  disproving 
stereotypes,  and  providing  new  answers  to  old  questions; 
it  also  means  challenging  the  questions  themselves.  There 
is  an  abundance  of  material  in  the  book  which  could  do 
this,  but  Levine  does  not  use  it. 

Gay  Men  argues  that  homosexuality  is  “no  longer  a 
sin  or  sickness,”  but  is  now  “a  minority’s  life-style.”  He 
may  be  premature  in  his  assessment,  but  I  agree  that  we 
seem  to  be  in  a  period  of  transition  where  the  social  role 
of  homosexuality  is  shifting  from  pathology  to  lifestyle. 

As  I  have  argued  elsewhere  ( GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  47),  this 
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THE  SURVIVAL  OF  DOMINATION 


By  Barry  Adam 
Elsevier  North-Holland,  Inc. 
New  York 
179  pp.,  $15.00 


Reviewed  by  Mike  Riegle 


chool  textbooks  (“get  ’em  while  they’re  young”) 

Sand  “classics”  (“keep  the  ‘cultured’  a  notch  above 
the 

‘uneducated’  —  when  they’re  no  longer  young”) 
have  both  been  known  to  portray  gays  (when  they’re  not 
invisible)  as  masculine  females  or  feminine  males  who 
were  seduced  when  young  (and  innocent ,  because  the 
young  stereotypically  have  no  sexuality).  Having  failed  io 
learn  the  basic  heterosexual  skills  of  “protecting”  or 
“nurturing,”  we  are  lost  in  an  unhappy  (though  many 
don’t  seem  to  realize  it)  and  squalidly  promiscuous  “life¬ 
style.”  What  lends  a  bit  of  ironic  weight  to  all  this 
ideological  fluff  is  that  many  “respectable”  (straight- 
identified)  gays,  who  are  just  on  the  verge  of  getting  their 
piece  of  the  social  (and  economic!)  pie,  buy  just  as  much 
of  this  stereotyping  as  they  have  to  in  order  to  be  a  notch 
above  the  unrespectable,  the  “queer  queers.”  This  same 
process  (where  the  people  getting  fucked  over  by  some 
holier-than-thou  attitude  image,  buy  into  it  just  enough 
to  be  able  to  fuck  over  someone  less  powerful,  less 
respectable,  so  as  to  be  holier  than  someone),  happens  in 
the  black  and  Jewish  communities  as  well. 

In  The  Survival  of  Domination  Barry  Adam  sets  out 
to  explore  the  images  that  have  been  laid  on  three  groups 
of  people  (Jews,  blacks,  and  gays)  and  to  show  how  these 
stereotypes  have  subtly  worked  their  way  into  the  self- 
images  of  these  people  and  so  have  reinforced  their  posi¬ 
tion  as  not  quite  fully  “human”  and  as  deserving  “what 
they 'get.”  Adam  hopes  to  develop  an  “understanding  of 
the  subordinated  condition  per  se”  by  looking  at  what 
the  situations  of  Jews,  gays  and  blacks  have  had  in  com¬ 
mon  with  each  other,  and  to  do  this  not  just  by  looking 
at  the  “major”  political  events  that  have  involved  these 


samp 


Sublimated  Rage 


IDOLS 

By  Dennis  Cooper 
Seahorse  Press 
78  pp.,  $4.95 


Reviewed  by  Rudy  Kikel 


/  /  ay  life  —  rich,  messy,  promiscuous  —  will 

■  —never  please  an  ideologue,”  Edmund  White 
has  just  been  reminding  us,  “it’s  too  untidy, 
too  linked  to  the  unpredictable  vagaries  of  anarchic 
desire.”  How  much  more  unpleasing  to  an  ideologue 
must  be  a  poetry  on  the  face  of  it  “gay”  which,  how¬ 
ever,  omits  talk  of  gay  life  altogether  so  as  to  focus  on 
the  “anarchic  desire”  to  which  it  is  linked.  Of  gay  male 
poets  in  their  twenties  and  thirties,  Dennis  Cooper  writes 
the  most  dangerous  —  and  partly  because  of  that  danger 
the  most  compelling  —  poetry  I  know.  The  young  poets 
in  what  has  been  called  the  “New  York  School”  —  Joe 
Brainard,  Tim  Dlugos,  Brad  Gooch  among  others  —  are 
saved  from  the  ravages  of  desire  by  a  “blitheness”  and  a 
“distance”  that,  because  of  Frank  O’Hara  may,  at  this 
point,  go  with  the  territory.  Young  poets  in  San 
Francisco  naturally  seek  “transcendence,”  perhaps  under 
the  tutelage  of  Robert  Duncan.  It  took  Southern  Califor¬ 
nia  —  Los  Angeles,  Hollywood,  the  “star  system”  —  to 
produce  and  nurture  Dennis  Cooper,  a  poet  of  obsession 
who  recklessly  trusts  to  his  obsessions  and  his  articulation 
of  them,  like  a  young  Rimbaud.  The  paradox  of  this 
poetry  is  that  it  seems  at  once  entirely  American  —  what 
could  be  more  American  than  a  poetry  of  absorption  in 
glamor?1,  —  and  thoroughly  European.  It  reminds  one 
more,  of  the  work  of  Jean  Genet  —  an  acknowledged 
influence  —  than  that  of  our  beatific  Good  Gray  Poet 
Whitman. 

These  poems  work  by  the  poet’s  submission  to  fan¬ 
tasy  —  or  to  two  fantasies.  The  first  is  of,  well,  let  us 
call  him  a  guttersnipe,  a  scruffy,  invariably  pale  and 
skinny  street  urchin  “doomed”  to  failure  in  the  world. 
Why  is  Cooper  attracted  to  him  —  or  to  it,  the  fantasy? 
A  friend  asks  him  just  that  question  in  “My  Choice”: 

“  ‘Why  scummy  ones?’  Why  settle  for  boyfriends  with 
dirty,  robbed  lives?”  The  poet  answers:  “I  picked  my 
type  at  a  young  age,  from  pomos/  stuffed  under  a 
mattress,  in  crouched/  down  old  movie  halls.”  The 
development  of  his  “type”  is  an  outgrowth  of  a 
repressed  environment,  and  libido,  as  Freud  tells  us,  is 
notoriously  conservative.  Partly  Cooper  comes  by  his 
type  naturally,  then,  but  partly  artificially  —  artificially 
in  the  same  sense  that  in  the  nineteenth-century  Nature 
and  Art  were  opposed.  Cooper  has  read  Genet.  Surely  in 
his  attraction  to  boys  who  wish  to,  but  will  not  be,  either 
jazz  musicians  or  movie  stars  there  is  transposed  into  a 
California  key  Genet’s  worship  of  the  petty  crook,  the 
beautiful  ruined  creature  lifted  by  the  force  of  the  poet’s 
erotic  attraction  into  “sainthood.”  A  second  fantasy  is 
of  the  “teen  idol,”  —  Peter  Frampton,  John  Kennedy, 
Jr.,  the  Cassidy  brothers!—  figures  already  beatified  by 
the  magazines,  already  “here  to  glow.” 

How  does  the  maintenance  of  these  cults  affect  the 
“lover,”  Cooper  himself?  Two  ways:  he  is  both  uplifted 
and  degraded.  He  feels  both  “emptied  and  filled”  by  the 
loved  one,  all  his  loved  ones:  Greg,  Jeff,  Danny,  etc. 
They  are  “gods”:  what  they  have  become  through  his 
worship  of  them,  what  he  becomes  when  they  respond  to 
his  attentions.  So  "filled”  is  he  with  the  loved  one’s 
presence,  the  poet  is  ready  to  kill  for  him  —  or  give  up 
his  own  life.  (In  a  sense,  through  his  submission  he 
already  has.)  An  oblique  comment  on  this  trade  off  of 
projected  identities  comes  in  “Dead  Dog.”  Some 
children  have  lost  their  puupy,  which  was  “their 
drunkenness  and  drugs,  the/  blind  spot  in  their  eyes”  — 
just  what  his  boyfriends  are  for  Cooper.  With  their  dog 
gone,  the  children  “run  off,/  their  hands  clawing  the 
television,/  stereo,  hungry  to  fill  up  their/  wild  lives  .  .  . 
with  something  great.”  A  nice  comment  on  the  tawdri¬ 


ness  of  existential  choice  in  Southern  California. 

It  is  significant  that  a  parallel  is  drawn  in  Idols 
between  the  loved  one  and  a  dog:  if  the  loved  one  has 
been  made  into  a  “god,”  he  is  also  recognized  as  a 
mangy  cur;  and  if  the  lover  has  been  ennobled  by  his 
worship,  he  is  also  dragged  down  to  the  level  of  a  cur,  a 
slavering  beast  of  his  appetites.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
“Male  Man  Theatre,”  one  of  whom  is  often  the  poet, 
“are  happy  crowded  in  like  this,  brushing/  against  one 
another  at  the  watering  hole,/  sniffing  each  others’  asses' 
for  food./  We  look  the  way  dogs  do  when  they  want  to 
screw,/  a  shiny  blankness  in  our  one-track  eyes.”  As  if 
to  suggest  the  dual  nature  and  the  dual  result  of  obses¬ 
sion,  the  two  most  used  words  in  Idols  are  “god”  and 
“stink.”  Lover  as  priest  and  animal  come  together  in 
“One”: 

there  is  something  of  religion  in  their  joining 
marty  thinks  of  Steve’s  ass  as  an  altar 
he  has  just  seconds  ago  lifted  that  leg  and  seen  it 
he  is  sniffing  the  great  smell  there 
The  suggestion  that  lust  makes  animals  out  of  us  is 
not  the  darkest  one  in  Idols.  Cooper  makes  a  further 
suggestion:  “we  dreamed  of  his  long/  teeth  in  our 
necks.”  Love  of  this  obsessive  sort  involves  one  with 
“subconscious  flirtations  with  cannibalism.”  And  finally 
—  with  violence  and  death.  Sometimes  the  violence  is  in 
only  a  word  or  two,  and  one  suspects  the  poet,  just  27,  is 
an  exemplary  boy  trying  hard  to  be  a  bad  boy  and  to 
partake  of,  if  not  help  define,  “punk  sensibility”:  some 
“guys  [are]  so  bored/  they  beg  to  be  beaten”;  one  boy 
has  friends  who  would  “skin  him”  if  they  knew  he  went 
to  bed  with  another  boy;  girls,  we  are  told,  will  “put  out 
their  eyes”  for  Eric  “rather  than  toss  him/  a  look  like 
dreaming.”  But,  clearly,  Cooper  is  willing  to  register  the 
integrity  of  obsession,  to  follow  fantasy  where  it  leads 
him.  And  it  always,  as  in  de  Sade,  leads  to  death:  “the 
hard  hat  wonders  what  it’d  be  like  to  cut  a  chunk  outta 
those  buttocks  and  eat  it/  he’s  half  tempted  to  try  it  and 
fingers  his  knife.  .  .  .”  The  violence  in  Idols,  sometimes 
only  brooding  at  the  edges  but  always  there,  is  partly  a 
complement  to  all  obsession  in  which  the  lover  gives 
himself  or  herself  over.  It  is  a  way  through  fantasy  to 
regain  the  integrity  of  the  self.  Partly,  and  by  the  same 
mechanism,  the  violence  is  a  result  of  homophobic 
oppression.  In“Mike  Robarts,”  a  page  of  prose  from, 
Cooper  tells  us,  “a  porno  novel  I  wrote  at  sixteen,”  the 
fantasy  is  of  killing  a  boy  named  Mike.  The  piece  seems 
like  an  indulgence  until  one  realizes  who  Mike  does  or 
can  represent.  When  the  poet  tells  Mike  he  is  beautiful, 
Mike  looks  embarassed  and  tells  the  speaker  “not  to  be 
weird.”  When  his  face  is  licked,  he  “gets  pissed  off.” 
Mike  is  Straight  Man,  surely,  one  incarnation  of  the 
social  pressure  that  forces  Cooper  and  all  gay  men  to 
“crouch  down”  in  movie  halls  and  “stuff”  pornography 
under  their  mattresses.  The  violence  in  Idols  is  potential 
gay  rage,  anger  in  embryo.  What  saves  Idols  from  being 
pornography  is  its  awareness  of  the  extremities  to  which 
passion  leads;  the  violence  is  also  political.  I  wondered 
again  while  reading  it  what  I  wonder  often:  how  lesbians 
and  gay  men  could  change  the  world  did  we  not  defuse 
our  passions  for  change  by  submission  and  adoration  of 
the  kind  Dennis  Cooper  offers  here  to  his  “idols”  — 
often  enough  to  the  oppressor. 

Dennis  Cooper,  one  suspects,  wonders  the  same 
thing.  But  he  does  not  advocate  change  —  or  gay  rage. 

He  chooses  to  align  himself  with  a  tradition  of  gay 
writing  in  which  rage  is  maintained,  as  it  were,  against 
the  day  in  which  it  might  erupt.  In  the  work  of  John 
Wieners,  Kirby  Congdon,  Allen  Ginsburg  in  part,  and  of 
course  Jean  Genet  —  in  the  tradition  of  “doom” — 
submission  represents  a  present  resource,  violence  a 
future  promise.  While  there  may  be  evidence  of  its 
origin,  there  is  no  analysis  of  oppression.  Fantasy 
analyzed  is  no  longer  fantasy.  There  is  in  Idols  no  one 
good  poem:  instead,  the  book  is  made  up  of  ecstatic 
moments  distributed  throughout,  moments  the  intensity 
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groups,  but  also  at  their  everyday  reactions  to  how 
they’re  treated.  All  of  this“objective”,stuff  is  seasoned 
with  an  uncommon  pinch  of  the  feelings  and  conscious¬ 
ness  of  these  people  themselves  and  their  situations. 

Unfortunately,  Adam  explores  dominance  and 
subordination  “per  se”  only  in  groups  in  Western,  ad¬ 
vanced  capitalist,  urban,  social  situations.  He  basically 
ignores  the  existence  of  women  (even  of  women  within 
the  three  groups  on  which  he  focuses),  whose  position 
surely  offers  some  fundamental  insight  into  precisely 
what  Adam  proposes  to  treat  (insight  without  which  it’s 
hard  to  imagine  even  an  approximately  complete  under¬ 
standing).  Such  an  exploration  runs  the  risk  of  simply  re¬ 
peating  yet  again  the  liberal  patriarchy’s  contempt  for  the 
conservative  patriarchy.  This  doesn’t,  however,  prevent 
Adam  from  putting  together  a  lot  of  very  interesting 
material  about  Jews,  blacks  and  gays  which  is  definitely 
worth  taking  the  time,  if  not  the  money,  to  read. 

Nothing  is  more  customary  in  man  than  to  recognize 
superior  wisdom  in  the  person  of  his  oppressor. 

— de  Tocqueville 
Democracy  in  America 

Those  Jews  intent  on  being  “good  Americans”  denounce 
Jews  who  don’t  wholeheartedly  adopt  the  behaviors  de¬ 
manded  by  mainstream  Americans  .  .  .  “Perhaps  better 
manners  on  the  subway  would  reduce  anti-Jewish  feeling; 
perhaps  if  Jews  didn’t  appear  in  public  at  all.  .  .”  [or 
blacks,  or  lesbians  and  gays  .  .  .1 
Adam,  p.99 

History,  as  feminist  historians  have  made  more  and 
more  clear  of  late,  is  not  just  a  simple  “photographic” 
record  of  all  the  events  (of  any  “importance”)  that  have 
taken  place.  History  is  constructed  to  show  how 
“natural”  it  is  that  things  are  as  they  are  and  to  hide  the 
extend  to  which  “right”  is  still,  King  Arthur  notwith¬ 
standing,  based  on  might:  in  short,  to  make  those  not  in 
power  believe/feel  that  their  subordinate  place  is  the 
place  they  “deserve.”  Adam  gives  us  a  number  of 
examples  ofhow  this  image-creation  process  works. 
(Madison  Avenue  and  Hollywood  don’t  miss  a  trick.) 

“At  issue  here,”  he  says,  “are  the  interests  of  groups 
vested  with  the  official  production  and  distribution  of 
ideas:  whose  experience  is  institutionalized  in  official  des¬ 
criptions  of  events?  How  are  moral  categories  developed 
which  serve  the  interests  of  some  at  the  expense  of 
others?”  How,  in  short,  does  official  “knowledge” 


define,  and  limit,  the  lives  of  those  who  must  “know” 
it? 

Unfortunately  Adam’s  “outlines”  of  black,  Jewish 
and  gay  history  are  not  quite  the  examples  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  kind  of  history  he  set  out  to  give  us  —  a  history  of 
the  everyday  lives  and  conscious  feelings  of  those  who 
have  been  “written  out  of  history.”  Still,  he  does 
describe  in  fascinating  detail  one  of  the  aspects  of  this 
"making  of  history;”  namely,  the  use  of  stereotypes,  not 
just  to  limit  certain  people’s  feelings  about  their  own 
potential,  but  also  to  make  these  limitations  seem 
deserved,  not  just  imposed.  After  all,  what  can  you 
expect  if  you  aren’t  contributing  to  the  cause  by  making 
babies,  being  part  of  a  “permanent”  relationship  (like 
marriage  or  war  or  at  least  salvation!)  and  getting  enough 
money  to  be  at  least  “comfortable,”  if  not  secure?  You 
really  don’t  deserve  to  be  a  full,  First-class  citizen/human 
being! 

Differences  get  very  subtly  turned  into  deficiencies. 
Adam  notes  that  the  dominant  image  of  the  male  sex  role 
has  competition  (and  thus,  superiority)  at  its  core.  “Our 
economic  system  works  against  the  solidarity  of  homo¬ 
erotic  relations,”  which  would  threaten  the  “individual¬ 
ism”  and  competitiveness  of  the  males.  “It’s  not  acci¬ 
dental  that  the  psychiatrist  often  attempts  to  disrupt 
homosexuality  among  men  by  supporting  the  dominant 
values  of  rivalry  and  self-assertiveness  in  dealing  with 
other  men.”  (In  spite  of  the  recent  surge  in  the  number 
of  women’s  groups  devoted  tc“  self-assertiveness  training” 
Adam,  here  too,  ignores  women  and  even  lesbians.  His 
use  of  the  word  “gay”  in  this  book  is  a  perfect  example 
of  why  lesbians  often  prefer  to  be  called  “lesbians” 
rather  than  “gay”  —  so  as  to  escape  the  invisibility  that 
even  gay  men  (are  we  not  men?  after  all!)  sometimes 
impose  on  them  (by  ignoring  their  uniqueness). 

Much  of  this  image-making  power  is  based  on  the 
“findings”/constructions  of  which  the  new  scientific 
religion  (psychiatric  denomination)  continues  in  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  its  forebear,  supernatural  religion,  by  providing 
us  with  that  absolutely  basic  understanding  of  what  is 
“natural”  (i.e.  real,  true,  good,  etc.)|Adam  describes  the 
work  of  therapists,  who  often  reduce  all  the  problems 
gay  people  might  have  to  by-products  of  their  (sic!)  one 
main  problem  (being  queer,  in  case  you  hadn’t  guessed) 
and  hold  out  to  us  as  an  alternative  a  “heterosexual  Eden 
where  there  are  on  serious  problems  of  sexual  objectifi¬ 


cation,  or  of  adjustments  due  to  class  background,  or 
waning  interest  in  partners.  And  the  ‘cure’  is  often 
(literally)  fucking  someone  of  the  opposite  sex.” 

A  slightly  less  ‘subtle”  version  of  this  “scientific 
knowledge”  muscles  about  in  the  streets  and  in  the  media 
in  the  form  of  caricatures  of  what  Adam  calls  “inferior- 
ized”  people,  in  this  case,  Jews,  blacks,  gays  and  les¬ 
bians.  Bacially  the  image  is  that  we  are  (1)  a  ‘problem’, 

(2)  all  alike,  and  (3)  easily  recognizable  (often  as  “of¬ 
fensively  flamboyant”).  Details  vary  from  group  to  group 
and  from  one  historical  period  to  another,  but  some  of 
the  most  common  features  of  the  stereotypical  images  are 
these: 

(1)  The  inferior  people  are  more  or  less  animal-like 
(note  the  subtle  putdown  of  nature  and  animals  assumed 
here).  They  hoard  (Jews),  they’re  over-sexed  (gays  and 
blacks),  smelly,  disobedient  and  hysterical  (feminine!) 

(2)  They  plot  a  lot  (heresies,  coup  d’etats,  crimes  not 
only  against  the  state  and  the  church,  but  against 
nature'.,  especially  in  their  ghettoes.  (Why  don’t  they  plot 
out  in  the  open,  like  Real  Men!)  The  powerful  always 
describe  their  own  position  as  “defensive.”  (What  we 
now  call  the  Department  of  Defense  was  once,  more  cor¬ 
rectly,  called  the  Department  of  War).  The  powerful 
colonizers  apparently  fantasize  a  strong,  built-in  tendency 
on  the  part  of  the  colonized  natives  to  rape  and  corrupt 
women  and  children  (the  men’s  most  prized  possessions!) 
Projection?  Adam  points  out  that  “Florida,  for  example, 
on  the  basis  of  this  assumption,  has  murdered  54%  of 
the  black  men  convicted  of  (not  to  say  guilty  of)  raping  a 
white  woman.  NO  WHITE  MAN  CONVICTED  OF 
RAPING  A  BLACK  WOMAN  HAS  EVER  BEEN 
EXECUTED.”  (Caps  mine) 

Arthur  Evans,  in  Witchcraft  and  the  Gay  Counter¬ 
culture  (Fag  Rag  books),  describes  the  mass  witchhunts/ 
murders  of  women  and  gays  that  history  has  either 
ignored  or  treated  as  a  momentary  disturbance  in  the 
grand  march  of  civilization.  A  fantastic  sexual  appetite 
was  often  attributed  to  them  which  has  required  special 
prohibitory  legislation  in  many  areas.  Without  controls, 
the  argument  runs,  the  youth  of  the  nation  will  be  at 
least  “molested”  and  maybe  converted !  (This  line  of 
argument  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  betray  a  real  lack 
of  confidence  on  the  part  of  heterosexualists  as  to  the 
attractiveness  of  their  own  product.  They  seem  to  think 
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here’s  been  a  change  in  the  perception  of  the 
Bloomsbury  group.  In  the  past  the  emphasis  was 
placed  on  Individual  accomplishments:  Virginia 
Woolfs  novels,  Lytton  Strachey’s  celebrated  biographies, 
Maynard  Keynes’s  economic  treatises,  Duncan  Grant’s 
and  Vanessa  Bell’s  art.  Nowadays,  though,  I’ve  felt  a 
shift  in  interest  to  Bloomsbury-as-social-phenomenon, 
that  is,  more  emphasis  is  being  placed  on  the  internal  dy¬ 
namics  of  the  group.  I’m  not  opposed  to  this  shift.  I 
think  that  we  as  gay  people  can  benefit  from  and  take 
particular  pleasure  in  learning  about  the  connection  and 
commonality  they  shared.  Amidst  the  smug  return  of 
heterosexual  hegemony  in  post-Wildean  England, 
Strachey,  Keynes,  and  Sackville-West,  among  others, 
openly  —  if  not  always  successfully  —  pursued  gay  and 
lesbian  relationships  with  the  full  knowledge,  if  not  the 
outright  support,  of  their  straight  peers.  The  various 
accounts  of  their  exploits  —  particularly  the  first  person 


ones  such  as  letters,  diaries,  autobiographies,  etc.  —  are 
important  documents  for  us  today. 

What  concerns  me,  however,  is  the  transformation 
of  this  legitimate  interest  in  the  interpersonal  workings  of 
the  Bloomsbury  crowd  into  a  trivializing  and  simplistic 
interest  in  these  individuals  as  mere  amusing  personali¬ 
ties.  Just  as  magazines  such  as  People  will  reduce  com¬ 
plex  issues  like  nuclear  power  into  a  feature  on  Jane 
Fonda,  some  of  the  more  recent  books  on  Bloomsbury 
ignore  substance  to  focus  on  the  non-threatening  and 
trivial.  Suddenly,  Lytton  Strachey  ceases  to  be  bio- 
grapher-as-debunker  with  the  audacity  to  suggest  homo¬ 
erotic  motivations  amongst  a  pantheon  of  British  heroes, 
and  becomes  funny  old  Lytton,  with  that  cute,  ungainly 
appearance,  painfully  shy,  poor  dear,  and  so  unlucky 
with  men.  Leonard  and  Virginia  Woolf  become  mad  Vir¬ 
ginia,  the  mournful  madonna,  and  her  ever-faithful,  ever- 
protective,  fussy  husband  Leonard. 

With  this  transition  in  attitude,  we  have  moved  from 
looking  at  the  great  and  near-great  and  seeing  what 
they’ve  accomplished,  to  seeing  how  they  fit  in  and  who 
they  are  in  a  large  context,  to  seeing  who  they  are  in  a 
small  context. 

John  Lehmann,  who  qualifies  only  as  a  near  to  the 
great  and  near-great,  has  taken  this  small  context  and  at¬ 
tempts  to  inflate  it  up  into  a  large  context.  For  the  most 


part  he  fails. 

Just  as  I  once  asked  the  Four  Questions,  as  I  read 
Thrown  to  the  Woolfs,  I  kept  asking  myself:  Why  is  this 
book  different  from  all  other  books?  Where  is  this  book 
taking  me,  that  no  other  book  has  lead  me  before?  Re¬ 
grettably,  the  answer  is:  nowhere  new.  Much  of  what 
Lehmann  covers  in  the  book  —  his  coming  to  Hogarth 
press  to  work  with  the  Woolfs,  his  initial  fascination  with 
Virginia  and  his  immediate  difficulties  with  Leonard, 
hobnobbing  with  the  new  generation  of  writers  and  poets 
like  Isherwood,  Auden,  and  Spender,  attempts  at  part¬ 
nership  with  Leonard,  breaks  and  thaws  with  Hogarth, 
Hogarth  during  the  War,  the  death  of  Virginia  —  could 
be  exciting,  vital,  revealing.  Yet  most,  if  not  all,  has  been 
covered  previously,  if  not  by  Lehmann  in  his  autobio¬ 
graphy  published  some  years  back,  then  in  Quentin  Bell’s 
biography  of  Virginia,  Leonard’s  autobiography,  or 
Isherwood’s  Christopher  and  His  Kind.  In  short,  little 
information  is  revealed  for  the  first  time  in  Thrown  to 
the  Woolfs.  The  only  new  material,  it  seems,  concerns 
the  various  twists  and  turns  taken  by  Leonard  Woolfs 
and  Lehmann’s  working  relationship,  and  even  here,  no 
new  insights  are  gained.  Lehmann  merely  cites  one  set  of 
facts  or  another  that  vindicates  the  position  he  took  in 
some  obscure  argument  with  Leonard  years  ago. 

Continued  on  page  7 
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that  it’s  so  delicate  that  it  would  take  only  an  experience 
or  two  of  a  different  sort  and  the  “natural”  heterosexual 
urge  would  disappear!!!) 

(3)  Finally,  Adam  describes  some  “scientific”  studies 
that  have  tried  to  make  a  connection  between  what  they 
call  ‘low  IQ’  and  certain  groups,  notably  blacks  and 
others  whose  culture  and  native  language  are  not  the 
same  as  the  middle-class  culture  and  language  of  the  test- 
makers.  Liberals  distinguish  themselves  from  conserva¬ 
tives  in  this  matter,  not  by  denying  the  validity  or  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  test  results,  but  by  “explaining”  (scien¬ 
tifically,  no  doubt)  the  “fact”  of  lower  (non-middle- 
class)  “intelligence”  of  these  people,  pointing  to  their 
“unfortunate”  (but  remediable!!!)  lack  of  a  good 
middle-class  upbringing. 

So  we’re  all  bestial  and  a  bit  stupid  and  recognizably 
so!  This  last  is  important  so  as  to  avoid  any  confusion 
between  us  and  them!  Adam’s  examples  here  are  wonder¬ 
ful.  In  the  public  eye,  he  points  out,  homosexuality  is 
disgusting  and  gay  people  are  easily  detectible,  by  their 
flamboyance  and  effeminacy  (in  the  case  of  (fags;  and  by 
their  aggressiveness,  presumably,  in  the  case  of  dykes, 
though  Adam  doesn’t  mention  that).  Some  passages  from 
interviews  with  gay  men  illustrate  this: 

Eldon:  “My  mother  told  me  that  all  fairies,  as  she 
called  them,  were  light  and  small,  and  since  I  was  big 
and  muscular  I  knew  that  I  wasn’t  one.” 

Dan:  “As  far  as  I  knew  homosexuality  was  a  dis¬ 
gusting  thing,  but  since  the  sex  I  had  with  Gerald  was 
fantastic  I  knew  I  couldn’t  be  homosexual.” 

In  short,  Adam  gives  us  a  snapshot  of  racism,  anti- 
Semitism  and  homophobia.  Would  that  he’d  given  us  a 
home  movie  with  a  little  more  of  that  “everyday”  life  he 
promised  and  a  little  more  movement,  of  the  sort  that 
has  happened  and  still  does,  by  showing  how  particular 
individuals  or  groups  have  encountered,  been  attacked 
by,  resisted,  and  often  overcome  attempts  to  reduce  them 
to  typical  whatevers.  (You  could  come  away  from  this 
book,  perhaps  without  even  realizing  it,  with  a  strong 
dose  of  what  Paul  Goodman  used  to  call  the  nothing- 
can-be-done  disease.  This  is  unintentional,  or  course.) 

His  picture  of  racism  would  have  had  much  more  depth 
if  he’d  looked  (even  briefly)  at  sexism  and  how  the  two 


THE  KRYPTONITE  KID 

By  Joseph  Torchia 

Holt,  Rinehart  &  Winston,  New  York 
178  pp.,  $7.95 


_ Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras _ 

As  1  read  Joseph  Torchia’s  novel,  The  Kryptonite 
Kid,  tremors  of  deja  vu  shuddered  through  me. 
Like  Torchia’s  protagonists,  Jerry  Chariot,  I  at¬ 
tended  parochial  schools  and  was  a  fanatic  for  Superman 
comic  books. 

Torchia  has  blended  these  two  diverse  cults  (Roman 
Catholicism  and  Superman-ia)  with  delightfully  amazing 
results.  This  first  novel  is  remarkable,  funny,  poignant, 
crazy.  It  is  about  innocence  and  love,  guilt  and  hatred, 
sin  and  purity.  Most  of  all,  it  is  about  god.  And  people. 
And  Superman.  And  Jerry. 

To  go  into  detail,  describing  plot  and  action,  would 
surely  destroy  the  magic  of  this  little  gem.  Let  this  be 
said:  The  Kryptonite  Kid  is  a  story  told  entirely  through 
a  series  of  letters.  Seven-year-old  Jerry  Chariot  honestly 
believes  that  Superman  is  an  actual  living  being.  The  let¬ 
ters  that  make  up  this  book  are  Jerry’s  letters  to  Super¬ 
man.  Of  course,  Jerry  never  receives  a  reply  from  the 


reinforce  each  other.  Especially  since  the  main  thrust,  as 
far  as  I’m  concerned,  of  his  story,  lies  in  how  he  shows 
that  the  powerless  play  into  the  hands  of  their  oppression 
by  accepting  the  essentially  hierarchical  images  they  are 
offered,  images  of  themselves  as  a  notch  below  the 
powerful,  but  still,  a  notch  above  someone  else.  What 
more  powerful  example  of  this  could  you  ask  than  that 
of  how  men  of  all  classes,  including  the  oppressed,  have 
treated  “their”  women? 

P.S.:  Adam’s  book,  like  any  book,  has  not  only  a 
certain  content,  but  also  a  style,  in  this  case,  a  very 
academic  style.  I  understand  that  it  is  difficult  for 
someone  who  has  struggled  through  the  jargon-filled 
jungles  of  academia  to  resist,  but  I  would  like  to  en¬ 
courage  Adam  (and  others)  who  have  obviously  worked 
so  hard  gathering  material  of  much  interest  to  people 
who  are  not  likely  to  be  taking  college  level  courses  on, 
for  example,  the  Sociology  of  Oppression  and  Deviance, 
to  consider  trying  to  get  the  essence  of  their  work  into 
plain  English  at  a  price  the  oppressed  can  afford. 


Man  of  Steel,  but  this  does  not  deter  him.  Jerry  writes  to 
his  hero  everyday,  telling  of  his  hopes  and  dreams,  strug¬ 
gles  and  triumphs.  Through  these  letters,  we  see  Jerry’s 
real  world  as  well  —  a  world  of  abusive  teachers, 
ignorant  an  unloving  parents  and  Jerry’s  only  true  friend, 
his  classmate,  Robert. 

Through  the  innocence  (and  misspellings)  of  a  child, 
author  Torchia  has  captured  feelings  of  a  raw  purity  that 
I  have  not  encountered  in  almost  two  decades.  Reading 
his  book  was  like  a  trip  home  for  me,  seeing  myself  as  a 
child  again.  Like  Torchia’s  Jerry,  I  grappled  with  the 
“Divine  Mysteries”  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
when  I  (like  Jerry)  badgered  nuns  for  answers,  I  was 
thought  to  be  “sacrilegious.”  One  was  meant  to  accept, 
not  ask.  As  with  his  religion,  Jerry  finds  no  fault,  danger 
or  reluctance  in  questioning  sexuality  (his  own  or  others, 
homo-  or  hetero-).  Throughout  the  book,  Jerry’s  pain, 
humiliation  and  (ultimately)  his  glow  for  revenge  take  on 
increasing  heat. 

As  I  keep  looking  back  on  this  rare  novel,  I  find  my¬ 
self  encountering  more  and  more  layers  and  levels.  The 
Kryptonite  Kid  is  a  child ’s  eye-view  of 
adult  lives  that  thrive  on  pettiness.  It  is  an 
exercise  in  honesty  and  individuality.  It  is  a  search  for 
love  and  acceptance.  This  book  is  a  marvel,  one  to  go 
back  to  and  read  again  and  again. 


Travels 

Continued  from  page  1 

The  last  sentence  eludes  me  completely,  especially 
“effective”;  is  there  not  something  of  the  way  in  which  a 
gay  person  gazes  upon  the  world  in  Heart  of  Darkness 
and  The  Secret  Sharer ?  Sensibility  is  cousin  to 
temperament  and  just  as  pervasive;  taste  is  akin  to  style, 
and  essentially  localized.  While  all  gay  men  may  not  have 
the  wit  to  invent  a  gay  anecdote,  I  think  almost  all  would 
laugh  at  one.  For  example: 

Alex,  Rhonda  and  five  other  hustlers  passed  a  joint  as 
they  lounged  against  a  car  and  eyed  the  passing  johns. 

When  one  john  walked  by,  sneering,  Alex  observed, 

‘Have  you  ever  noticed  how  all  these  queens  smell  like 
cologne  at  a  distance  —  Chanel  and  Canoe  and 
Charlie  —  but  up  close  they  all  smell  like  Cornell 
They’re  hausfraus,  honey,  not  lovers.’  (p.  177) 

There  is  a  cynicism  here  that  is  properly  directed 
from  the  have-not  toward  the  prospective  buyer.  The 
seriousness  of  such  a  system  of  inequality  within  the 
worldof  gay  sex  is  undercut  by  the  levity,  still  leaving  the 
seriousness  painfully  intact.  It  is  this  gay  sensibility  that 
allows  us  to  survive,  to  breathe,  instead  of  hyperventilate 
with  chronic  anxiety.  Such  a  sensibility  accounts  for  the 
kindness  which  prompted  the  gays  White  met  in  his 
travels  to  take  him  into  their  homes,  and,  I  suspect,  has  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  understanding  which  will  cause 
some  of  the  men  in  the  book  to  smile  at  the  unflattering 
prose  snapshots  of  them  which  White  includes  in  his  ver¬ 
sion  of  Gay  Americana.  The  gay  sensibility  is  inclusive;  it 
welcomes  the  strange  and  the  stranger. 

One  of  the  few  reticent  gay  men  interviewed  by 
White  observed:  “You  have  a  touch  of  larceny  about 
you.”  Perhaps  that  is  why  we  have  such  a  full  stash  of 
information  in  States  of  Desire.  It  is,  however,  by 
White’s  own  admission  incomplete.  It  eschews  lesbians  as 
a  topic  and  certainly  concentrates  on  the  middle  class. 

The  Epilogue,  “Self-Criticism,”  is  a  bit  of  a  confession 
which  each  of  us  will  have  to  decide  is  valid  or  not. 

World  War  H 
Fairy  Tale 

WINGMEN 

By  Ensan  Case 
Avon  Books 
408  pp.,  $2.50 

_ Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras _ 

For  all  of  those  people  who  have  claimed  that  there 
were  no  atheists  in  the  foxholes,  there  may  well 
have  been  an  equivalent  number  of  people  claiming 
that  there  were  no  perverts  below  the  poop  decks.  With 
Ensan  Case’s  novel,  Wingmen,  readers  are  set  for  a 
World  War  II  fairy  tale.  Although  Wingmen  has  all  the 
good  intentions  of  a  box  of  Wheaties,  it  is,  unfortunate¬ 
ly,  equally  bland. 

Case’s  Wingmen  are  new  kids  on  the  block,  Fred 
“Trusty”  Trusteau  and  veteran  skipper,  Jack  Hardigan. 
(Is  this  surname  a  pun?  Please!)  Young  Fred  is  a  good 
ol’  boy.  He  boozes  it  up  and  screws  women,  but  he  really 
doesn’t  have  his  heart  in  either  activity  —  he  does  them 
so  that  his  fellow  fly-boys  will  like  and  accept  him.  Ac¬ 
tually,  Fred  prefers  playing  bridge  with  the  skipper  and 
having  moonlight  chats  on  the  hangar  deck  with  the  older 
officer.  For  the  first  200  pages  of  this  novel,  Fred’s 
puppy-dog  attraction  for  Skipper  Jack  is  so  obvious  it’s 
nauseating.  Fred  is  quite  the  brown-noser,  a  real  kiss-ass. 
In  spite  of  his  unbearable  Dudley  Do-Right  goodness, 
Fred  wins  Jack’s  heart. 

Suddenly,  one  night,  Fred  and  Jack  are  sharing  a 
hotel  room,  squeezing  and  flopping  on  the  bed  together. 
Here,  author  Case  pulls  the  rug  out  from  under  readers. 

It  seems  very  convenient  that  Jack  wants  to  get  it  on  with 
Fred.  Oh,  we’ve  been  given  some  previous  paragraphs  on 
how  Jack  has  missed  Fred’s  company,  etc.  But  this  hotel 
scene!  (And,  mind  you,  the  author  pulls  a  quick  fade-out 
before  anything  gets  too  hot.)  This  sex  scene  happens  too 
suddenly  and  with  an  easiness  that  is  totally  unbelievable. 
Jack  and  Fred  have  had  no  coming  out  scenes  to  one  an¬ 
other  and  there  has  been  no  discussion  of  sexuality. 
Author  Case  has  shown  us  some  glimpses  of  past  family 
home  life  for  Jack  and  Fred,  but  there  has  been  no  men¬ 
tion  of  possible  gay  backgrounds.  Jack  and  Fred  become 
lovers  without  any  discussion  or  struggles  surrounding 
their  gay  identities  —  it  just  happens.  Rather  odd  for 
1944,  wouldn’t  you  say?  (Or  any  time  era  for  that 
matter.)  Coincidentally,  throughout  the  400-or-so  pages 
of  this  novel,  the  words  gay,  homosexual,  even  queer  or 
faggot,  are  not  mentioned  once. 

Ensan  Case  has  attempted  to  write  a  good  gay  novel, 
however  it  is  unfortunate  that  even  he  was  too  frightened 
by  his  own  queers-in-love  theme  to  deal  with  it  directly. 
As  far  as  pulp  fiction  goes,  Cases  is  an  adequate  writer. 
His  book  is  coherent  (if  sketchy)and  his  dogfight  scenes 
do  carry  a  degree  of  suspense. 

Despite  our  growing  visibility,  I  personally  feel  that 
we  still  need  more  and  more  gay  and  lesbian  novels. 
Granted,  Wingmen  is  not  one  of  the  best  gay  novels  I’ve 
read,  but  despite  its  setbacks,  Wingmen  gives  us  a  some¬ 
what  positive  (yet  melodramatic  and  closety)  peek  at  a 
gay  relationship.  With  the  meager  morsel  Ensan  Case  has 
tossed  us.  I’m  left  hungering  for  stronger  and  more  vivid 
gay  images. 
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Idols 
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of  which  is  communicated  in  imagery  learned  perhaps 
from  discipleship  to  Anne  Sexton:  buttocks  part  like 
“thunder  clouds”;  a  dead  boy  has  “blood  like  lipstick”; 
Mark  Clark  has  a  “face  dark/  as  a  rag  pushed/  onto  a 
wound.” 

To  be  sure,  there  are  moments  when  fantasy  relents, 
or  is  forced  to  relent.  After  having  bedded  down  one  of 
his  “idols,”  the  poet  may  find  him  a  bore,  with  skinny 
arms  and  bad  breath.  After  these  discoveries,  the  poet 
claims:  “I  know  everything  about  my  idol  and  he’s 
nothing  like  a  god.”  But  we  are  not  convinced,  not 
certain  that  Cooper  will  turn,  at  the  book’s  end,  to  a 
safer  kind  of  love,  a  less  wildly  romantic  form  of 
passion.  Nor  need  he  make  that  promise.  Reading  Idols, 
I  am  reminded  more  of  a  movie  than  of  any  other  book 
of  poetry.  I  remember  leaving  a  showing  of  Last  Tango 
in  Paris  with  the  thought  that  it  had  released  some 
potential  to  imagine  in  myself.  That  is  what  I  feel  too 
when  I  read  in  Dennis  Cooper’s  poem  “Scott  Van  Der 
Karr”  that: 

Cocks  didn’t  matter  then. 

It  was  ass  we  dreamed  of,  smooth  as  our  ideas. 

You  knew  how  to  wear  yours. 

Girls  took  it  in  their  hands 


when  they  danced.  It  rose  through  them; 

it  gripped  their  breasts; 

it  glowed  out  their  eyes  and  mouths. 

Or  about  “Mark  Clark”  whose  “wildness”  you  “had  to 
desire”  and  who  the  poet 
dreamt  of  taming  ... 
with  my  body,  my  mouth 
so  wet  he  would  drink  from  it 
like  a  kid  does  a  hose 
when  he  has  been  running  all  day 
and  must  stop,  must  drink. 

Who  else  speaks  to  us  so  urgently? 

Bloomsbury 

Continued  from  Page  5 

What  then  is  the  value  of  Lehmann’s  book?  Much 
has  been  made  of  Lehmann’s  unique  opportunity  to  wit¬ 
ness  the  Woolfs  “at  work.”  And  if  only  because  it  may 
never  happen  again,  it  is  interesting  that  more  space  is 
devoted  to  describing  Leonard  than  to  Virginia.  Having 
seen  Leonard  held  up  to  such  scrutiny,  though,  I  see  why 
he  often  gets  overlooked.  The  truth  is  —  both  on  his 
own  and  in  comparison  to  his  wife  —  he  just  isn’t  very 
interesting.  We  are  grateful  to  him  for  keeping  Virginia 
alive  and  more  or  less  sane  for  as  long  as  he  did  (origi¬ 
nally  Hogarth  was  meant  —  in  part  at  least  —  to  serve  as 


a  form  of  recreational  therapy  for  Virginia).  By  all 
accounts  he  was  a  capable  administrator  for  the  Empire 
in  Ceylon  (although  that  may  just  mean  he  nciped 
promote  colonialist  interests  and  attitudes  in  an  efficient 
manner);  but  as  a  private  individual  and  particu¬ 
larly  as  an  employer,  he  comes  off  as  petty,  rigid,  domi¬ 
neering,  and  self-serving.  Nonetheless,  it  is  on  Leonard 
upon  whom  Lehmann  focuses. 

Virginia  on  the  other  hand  seems  to  float  in  and  out 
of  these  pages,  more  a  presence  than  a  real  person. 
Despite  his  obvious  respect  and  adoration  for  her, 
Lehmann  rarely  quotes  her  directly;  yet  when  he  does,  a 
rich, complex  character  appears.  My  favorite  conversation 
in  the  book  occurs  between  Lehmann  and  Virginia,  who, 
out  of  the  blue,  demands  of  him,  “Now,  John,  tell  us 
about  your  bugger  boys.”  John  Lehmann  is  then  forced 
to  discuss  his-  recent  sexual  dalliances,  as  well  as  explain 
that  common  arrangement  made  between  English  gentle¬ 
men  and  members  of  the  military  service.  Virginia  is 
naively  surprised  and  asks  Leonard  to  confirm  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  such  an  arrangement.  He  does,  and  Virginia 
becomes  quiet  and  thoughtful,  obviously  pleased  to  have 
learned  something  new. 

Alas,  this  small  episode  is  one  of  just  a  handful  that 
manage  to  avoid  Lehmann’s  perverse  combination  of 
breathless  tone  when  discussing  the  celebrated  and  his 
droning  on  and  on  the  rest  of  the  time. 
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shift  represents  a  new  attempt  to  regulate  lesbian  and  gay 
behavior  in  response  to  our  repeated  attacks  on  the  old 
stereotypes.  It  is  not  an  unqualified  advance.  “Lifestyle” 
privatizes  our  experience,  and  ignores  the  continuing 
nature  of  oppression;  it  can  be  used  to  reject  public 
demands  for  anti-discrimination  legislation  in  the  same 
breath  that  it  puffs  platitudes  about  toleration.  It  raises 
enormous  questions  about  the  benefits  and  losses  which 
accompany  our  absorption  into  mainstream  heterosexual 
culture.  Gay  Men  never  asks  these  questions  because  it  is 
not  aimed  at  gay  readers.  It  addresses  the  straight  public. 

A  project  like  Gay  Men  does  raise  the  issue  with 
which  I  began  this  review:  the  political  function  of 
stereotypes  and,  more  generally,  the  politics  of  language 
and  of  “scientific”  discourse.  On  one  level,  this  simply 
means  that  we  need  to  go  beyond  a  preoccupation  with 
refuting  stereotypes  to  a  consideration  of  the  role  which 
stereotypes  play  in  regulating  gay  and  lesbian  behavior. 
For  example,  the  stereotype  of  the  “nelly  queen”  not 
only  represents  a  caricature  of  “undeveloped”  masculin¬ 
ity,  it  also  conceals  the  real  threat  that  loving  men  pose 
to  an  intensely  competitive,  hierarchical,  masculinist 
society.  The  “lifestyle”  role  also  denies  this  threat  by  dis¬ 
solving  it  into  a  random  individual  predeliction  and  thus 
draining  it  of  social  and  political  significance. 

On  a  broader  plane,  the  politics  of  language  means 
that  we  need  to  question  uncritical  applications  of  social 
sciences  like  sociology  to  an  understanding  of  our  lesbian 
and  gay  experiences!  Historically,  these  scientific  and  aca¬ 
demic  disciplines  have  buttressed  oppression  by  imposing 
categories  on  our  lives  (normal/deviant)  which  justify  dis¬ 
criminatory  social  policies.  That  is  the  double  meaning 
contained  in  the  word  “discipline.”  These  professional 
disciplines  mask  their  political  functions  with  notions  of 
objectivity  and  neutrality,  and  with  abstract,  often  im¬ 
ponderable  and  frequently  dull  language.  Given  the  poli¬ 
tical  implications  of  “objective  expertise,”  I  am  wary  of 
a  book  which  describes  its  authors  as  “ either  nationally 
known  experts  on  male  homosexuality  or  prominent 
members  of  the  gay  community”  (italics  added).  Does 
this  statement  mean  that  gay  men  are  not  experts  because 
they  lack  the  necessary  “critical  distance”  to  make  “ob¬ 
jective”  judgements  about  their  own  lives?  Does  it  mean 
that  gay  men  can  only  become  experts  if  they  use  the 
jargon  of  academic  discourse?  Language  such  as  that  in 
Gay  Men  encourages  an  unequal,  pedagogical  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  expert  writer  and  the  passive  reader:  the 
former  “shows”  the  latter  how  to  “understand”  what  he 
or  she  feels  every  day  of  their  lives.  This  phenomenon  of 
“expertise”  is  not  unique  to  our  oppression;  it  is  a  perva¬ 
sive  feature  of  twentieth-century  life.  But  that  hardly 
means  that  we  should  uncritically  accept  it.  A  challenge 
to  it  should  be  intrinsic  to  the  vision  and  experience  of 
gay  liberation,  where  wisdom  about  daily  life  is  not 
hoarded  by  “experts”  or  doled  out  as  j2l  commodity,  but 
is  drawn  from  the  experience  of  all  lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  freely  shared  among  us. 
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22  BROMFIELD  ST 
(SECOND  FLOOR) 
BOSTON  MASS 


02108 

(617)  542  0144 

NEW  TITLES  IN  STOCK! 

J.  M.  BARRIE  &  THE  LOST  BOYS: 


The  love  story  that  gave  birth  to 

Peter  Pan.  by  Andrew  Birkin  $14.95 

THE  LESBIAN  PATH:  (in  paperback) 

ed.  by  Margaret  Cruikshank  $6.95 
STATES  OF  DESIRE:  Travels  in  Gay  America 

by  Edmund  White  $12.95 

LANDSCAPE  WITH  TRAVELER 

by  Barry  Gifford  $10.95 
Add  $1.00  per  title  for  mail  order 
SUPPORT  YOUR  GAY  BOOKSTORE! 


YOUR 

LOVER  JUST  DIED. 
NOW  WHAT? 


Here’s  the  most  tragic  situation  that 
any  gay  man  or  woman  may  ever  face: 
your  lover  dies  without  leaving  a  will.  In 
the  midst  of  your  deepest  grief,  his  or 
her  family  arrives  with  the  aim  of  claim¬ 
ing  all  of  the  deceased’s  possessions.  You 
suddenly  find  that  the  lock  on  your 
apartment  door  has  been  changed,  and 
you  are  submerged  in  a  complicated, 
frustrating,  and  heartbreaking  battle- 
one  that  could  cost  you  thousands  of 
dollars,  your  health,  and  all  the  pleasant 
memories  of  your  relationship. 

In  our  February  issue,  Tim  Dlugos 
(who  wrote  our  talked-about  article  on 
the  gay  challenge  to  the  Catholic  church) 
writes  on  the  struggle  of  one  man  after 
the  death  of  his  lover.  Dlugos  offers 
some  legal  tips  on  how  to  avoid  one  of 
the  worst  possible  experiences  in  any 
gay  person’s  life. 

Also  in  the  February  issue,  Michael 
Denneny,  author  of  our  highly  success¬ 
ful  “Anatomy  of  a  Love  Affair,”  turns 
on  his  tape  recorder  again  to  talk  to  a 
male  porn  dancer.  It’s  called  “Blue 
Moves,”  and  it’s  one  of  Denneny’s  most 
exciting  conversations  to  date.  And 
don’t  miss  Ana  Roca’s  interview  with  a 
young  gay  Cuban  exile  who  gives  up-to- 
the-minute  details  on  the  situation  for 
gays  on  the  island. 

Our  aim  at  Christopher  Street  is  to 
provide  the  gay  world  with  the  best 
writing  we  can  get  our  hands  on.  Every  > 
month  we  publish  nonfiction,  fiction, 
poetry,  and  cartoons  that  can’t  be 
found  in  any  other  publication.  Chris¬ 
topher  Street  presents  Americans  with 


truly  fresh  thoughts  about  love,  sex,  and 
relationships. 

1980  will  be  a  big  year  for  gay  books. 
In  February,  Edmund  White’s  States  of 
Desire:  Travels  in  Cay  America  will  be 
published  by  K.  P.  Dutton,  and  in  April, 
St.  Martin’s  will  publish  George  Whit¬ 
more’s  Confessions  of  Danny  Slocum. 
Both  books  were  introduced  to  the  gay 
world  by  Christopher  Street. 

Now  in  our  fourth  year,  we’ve  ac¬ 
cumulated  an  impressive  list  of  publish¬ 
ing  firsts.  We  published  the  first  gay 
novel  by  a  Catholic  priest,  and  the  first 
lesbian  novel  by  a  philosophy  professor. 
We  published  the  first  extensive  article 
on  the  life  of  Harvey  Milk.  We  intro¬ 
duced  Andrew  Holleran’s  Dancer  from 
the  Dance  and  Fran  Lebowitz’s  Metro¬ 
politan  Life.  We  published  articles  on 
the  perils  of  poppers,  President  Carter’s 
nephew,  and  the  plight  of  a  gay  poet  in 
a  Russian  labor  camp.  Writers  we  pub¬ 
lish  include  Christopher  Isherwood, 
Kate  Millett,  Jane  Rule,  Richard  Howard, 
Tennessee  Williams,  James  Merrill,  Sey¬ 
mour  Kleinberg,  Martin  Duberman, 
Dennis  Altman,  John  Lahr,  and  Manuel 
Puig. 

You’ll  find  Christopher  Street  a  se¬ 
rious  and  lively  addition  to  your  reading 
each  month.  You  can  read  next  year’s 
most  important  gay  books  in  Christo¬ 
pher  Street  today. ' 

Subscribe  now  so  that  you  don’t  miss 
a  single  issue.  (If  you  want  to  receive 
the  February  issue,  then  send  us  $3.00 
and  we’ll  mail  you  the  issue  via  first 
class  mail.) 
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Calendar 


weekly  events 


Sundays 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  St./Gov't  Ctr.).  Men  and 
women.  2-4pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Roller  skating.  Hatch 
Shell,  Esplanade.  Men  and  women.  Call 
282-9161  for  info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men’s  Basketball. 
Lindemann  Center  (Gov't  Ctr.).  Beginners 
3-4:30pm;  experienced  4:30-6pm.  Info: 
227-6167. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AlAnon  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  1pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm. 

Nsw  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Women  s  discussion.  Women's  Center,  243 
W.  20th  St.  691-5460.  3pm. 

Nsw  York,  NY  —  Men  s  rap.  For  gay  and  bisex¬ 
ual  men.  Identity  House,  544  6th  Ave. 
243-8181.  2:30pm. 


mondays 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group  for 
high  school  and  college  age  women  who  are, 
or  are  considering  being,  lesbians.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  7-9pm.  Join  us  for 
raps,  projects  and  outings. 


Brsttlsboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activist  Alliance  in 
Morris  County  (GAAMC).  Meetings,  discus¬ 
sions,  socials.  Morristown  Unitarian,  Nor¬ 
mandy  Heights  Rd.  762-6217.  (NJ  Gay  Switch¬ 
board:  (609)921-2565. 

Nsw  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
Meeting.  Women’s  Center,  243  W  20th  St. 
691-5460.  7:30pm. 

Nsw  York,  NY  —  Comite  Homosexual  Latlno- 
amerlcano.  Meeting  for  men  and  women.  8pm. 
339  Lafayette  St.  677-0237. 

tuesdays 

Boston,  MA  —  ClearSpace  rap  groups:  Living 
as  a  lesbian  woman,  Gay  Male  experience, 
Bisexual  groups.  Women's  issues.  Second 
Tuesdays.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston, 
8pm. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis. 
Organization  for  women.  Discussion  group. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass 
Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB 
activities. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Way  radio  program. 
(WBUR,  90.9FM)  Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire 
and  David  Socia  and  their  guests.  8:30pm. 
Nsw  York,  NY  —  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights.  Meetings  on  alternate  Tuesdays. 
156  5th  Ave  Room  505.  924-2970. 

Wednesdays 

Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Evening  rap  group 
organized  by  and  for  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
14-21  years  old.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston,  7-9pm.  Join  us  to  meet  and  talk 
about  our  lives. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Volleyball.  Lindemann 
Center  (Staniford  SL/Gov't  Ctr.)  Men  and 
women.  8-10pm. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Open  meetings  to  organize 
a  women's  political  party.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7pm.  All 
women  invited.  For  info  call  876-0704. 
Bsllows  Foils,  VT  —  The  Coffee  House. 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbian’s/Gay  Men's  Coali¬ 
tion.  7-11pm  at  the  Andrews  Inn,  on  the 
Square.  Refreshments,  music,  poetry.  For  info 
call  Kevin  387-GAYS 

Nsw  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association. 
Meets  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  Coffee¬ 
house.  Call  691-0057  for  Info. 

thursdays 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We’ll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-ish.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and  Wash¬ 
ington  St  subwsy  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 
Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Org¬ 
anization  for  women.  Discussions  and  social 
hour.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  Info  on  all 
DOB  activities. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children, 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 
7:30-8pm  munchies;  8-10pm  discussion.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
354-8807 

Nsw  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regu¬ 
lar  meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near 
Houston).  8:30pm.  All  are  welcome! 


Somsnrills,  MA  —  Lesbian  support  group  for 
younger  women  in  Somerville.  7:30pm  at  the 
Somerville  Women's  Center,  38  Union  Square 
(second  floor  over  laundromat).  For  info  call 
623-9340. 

fridays 

Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  QCN  office,  22  Brom- 
lleld  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  Iona  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  1 1  pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome. 
426-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking'  with 
Melanie  Berzon.  Women's  radio  program: 
Jazz,  R&B,  women's  music,  ideas,  events  In¬ 
formation.  1-4pm  on  WMBR  (88.1  FM)  Call 
494-8810  for  Input. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Men's  Swimming. 
6-7pm  over  40  only;  7-9pm  all  ages.  Lindemann 
Center  (near  Gov't  Ctr).  Info  227-6167. 
Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Over 
35  rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and 
2nd  Wednesday  of  each  month). 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Support  Group  for  gay 
women  meets  at  Women's  Center,  15  Chest¬ 
nut  St.  7pm.  996-334' 

Saturdays 

Boston,  MA  —  Out  Here!  for  lesbians  and  gay 
youth  14-21  meets  from  noon  to  5pm  at  the 
Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Join  us 
for  outings,  raps  and  projects. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  rap  group.  26  9th 
Ave.  1pm.  242-1212. 


coming  events 
mar  8  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Runners  of  the  Chiltern  Mt. 
Club  will  meet  for  jogging/racing  and  dinner  at 
3  pm.  All  other  interested  are  invited  to  attend. 
For  more  info  call  367-2776. 

9  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS,  740AM) 
Joe  Martin  and  Kathryn  Triantafilou  interview 
the  editors  of  the  newly  published  Coming 
Out  Stories.  NEW  TIME:  11  am! 

10  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Beantown  Softball  League 
meeting  for  Interested  people  and  sponsors. 
7:30pm.  11  Bay  State  Rd.  (near  Kenmore  Sq.) 
For  more  Info,  call  between  6  and  9pm  at 
247-0786. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Women's  Community 
Health  Center.  Self-help  slide  show.  639  Mass 
Ave.,  Rm  210.  5:30  pm.  Call  547-2302  for  info 
about  this  and  other  activities  of  the  center. 

11  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Deadline  tor 
submission  of  trips  for  Spring  schedule.  Con¬ 
tact  Roy  Robertson  at  625-7924  or  864-5770 
X2577. 

Bsvsrly,  MA  —North  Shore  Gay  Alliance.  Talk 
by  Diane  Green  and  Bill  Mulkern  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Media  Advocates.  7-9  pm.  Beverly 
Pub.  Lib.  Essex  Street. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Lesbian  Taskforce  of  the 
Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Organization 
for  Women  (NOW)  will  meet  at  NOW  head¬ 
quarters,  99  Bishop  Richard  Allen  Dr„  Central 
Sq.  6:30  pm.  All  women  are  welcome.  For 
more  info  contact  NOW  office  661-6015. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Community  Center  of 
Hunter  College  presents  four  controversial 
films:  "Comedy  in  Six  Unnatural  Acts",  “Fin¬ 
ally  Got  the  News",  "O  Povo  Organizado",  and 
"The  Chicago  Maternity  Center  Story".  Hun¬ 
ter  College  Playhouse,  695  Park  Ave.  8  pm  (to¬ 
night  and  tomorrow  night).  Call  570-5199  for 
more  info. 

12  wed 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Meg  Christian  in  Concert 
with  Maxine  Feldman  and  J.  T.  Thomas.  San¬ 
ders  Hall,  Harvard  U.  8:30  pm  Interpreted  for 
the  deaf.  Donation  $6  Tickets  at  Glad  Day 


Book  Shop,  New  Words  and  Womonfyre 
Books. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Coalition  for  Direct  Action 
at  Seabrook  will  hold  orientation  sessions  for 
May  24  occupation/blockade.  7:30  pm  at  the 
Clamshell  office,  595  Mass  Ave.  (Central 
Square).  For  more  info  call  661-6204. 

10  thurs 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  volunteer  layout.  See 
Weekly  Events  above  (thurs). 

Boston,  MA  —  Meeting  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Task  Force  of  Jubilee  350.  Boston's  350th 
birthday  celebration.  All  people  welcome. 
Somewhere,  295  Franklin  (near  Aquarium 
stop).  5:30  pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  B.U.  Gay/Lesbian  Legal  Assoc, 
present  the  film  “In  the  best  interests  of  the 
children"  and  Attorney  Chris  Butler  speaking 
on  “Securing  child  custody  for  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  parents.”  B.U.  School  of  Law,  765  Comm 
Ave.  7:30  pm.  FREE!  All  are  welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  "Companion  Piece,"  a  new  play  by 
David  Csontos,  directed  by  Robert  Patrick  will 
be  read  by  4  actors.  8  pm  (tonight  only).  26  9th 
Ave.  Unisex. 

Dorchsstsr,  MA  —  Cleveland/Marshall 
Schools’  Women's  Program  is  having  a  pot- 
luck  dinner  and  showing  of  the  film  "Union 
Maids,"  a  documentary  portrait  of  women 
learning  to  fight  back.  Potluck  6:30  pm,  Film 
7:30  pm.  Cleveland  Community  School,  11 
Charles  St.,  Fields  Corner.  For  more  info  call 
825-4961  or  825-2913. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Women’s  Alternative. 
An  evening  with  Gloria  Steinem.  Universalist 
'Church,  Central  Park  West  at  76th  St.  8  pm. 
Contribution  $3.  All  women  welcome. 

14  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  volunteer  night  for 
sending  out  the  paper.  See  weekly  events 
above  for  details. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Asian  Gays  and  Les¬ 
bians.  Potluck  and  rap  session.  Call  Lillian  for 
Info  at  236-4710. 

Boston,  MA  —Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Swimming 
for  men  and  women  over  40. 6-7  pm.  Lindeman 
Center  pool  (Staniford  St.  near  Gov't  Ctr.).  Call 
227-6167  for  more  info. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Vermont  ski 
weekend  in  Bellows  Falls  or  Stowe.  Call  Jos'h 
at  726-8650.  for  details. 


Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  AmTtkva  special  service. 
Bring  fresh  fruit.  8  pm.  312  Memorial  Drive, 
corner  of  Mass  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  —  Frenz  and  Luvvers  Assoc.  Pot¬ 
luck  dinner  and  social.  Contact  Al  Bouchard, 
P.O.  Box  814.  Boston,  02123  for  more  info. 
New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian/Gay  Coffeehouse 
sponsored  by  the  Gay  Community  Center  of 
Hunter  College,  47-49  E.  65th  St.  4th  floor,  8 
pm.  Call  570-5199  for  more  Info. 

New  York,  NY  —  Storytelling,  Our  Newfound 
Herstory,  presents  a  poetry  reading  by  Jan 
Clausen.  21 V2  King  St.  (between  6th  and  7th 
Ave)  8:30  pm.  $2-less  if.  All  women  welcome. 

15  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Susan  Saveli,  lesbian  feminist 
songwrlter/singer  in  a  benefit  concert  for  Bos¬ 
ton  Integrity.  Somewhere.  295  Franklin  St.  5 
pm.  Tickets  ($5  donation)  available  at  Some¬ 
where,  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  and  New  Words. 
Boston,  MA  —  Tillage  Loft  Series  Showcasing 
Women's  Work.  Sherlie  Sherwood,  feminist 
songwriter/guitarist  performing  at  367  Boyl¬ 
ston,  3rd  floor.  Tickets  $3.  Call  262-2010  x271 
for  more  info. 

New  York,  NY  —  New  York  Lesbian  and  Gav 
History  Project,  Oral  History  Workshop,  with 
Madeline  Davis,  Jonathon  Katz,  Joan  Nestle 
and  others.  1-5  pm.  Met.  Comm.  Church,  26 
9th  Ave.  (near  14th  St.)  3rd  fl.  $2. 

16  sun 

Lesbian  Marching  Band.  First  OPEN 
REHEARSAL.  Somsrvllls  Women's  Center,  38 
Union  Sq.  (2nd  fl).  48pm.  All  musicians 
welcome  (even  If  rusty),  also  baton  twlrters, 
whistle  blowers,  banner  centers  etc.  Drug  free 
event. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
monthly  potluck  brunch  for  gay  fathers,  les¬ 
bian  mothers,  children  and  friends.  Children's 
Village  day  care  center,  55  Wheeler  St.  Info: 
492-2655. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing  live  music  party.  Evo  Nas,  a  group 
that  performs  music  from  the  Balkan  coun¬ 
tries.  will  play.  Bring  fine  snacks  for  eating. 
1:30-4:30  pm.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  For  more  Info  call  Judy  at  661-1436  or 
Dee  at  661-7223. 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Gay  Academic  Union, 
northeast  chapter,  will  meet  from  4-6  pm  in 
Phillips  Brooks  House.  Harvard  Yard.  Sub¬ 


jects:  A  proposed  Academic  Issues  Confer¬ 
ence'  and  discussion  about  the  April  meeting. 
Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Susan  Saveli,  lesbian/fem¬ 
inist  singerlsongwrlter  in  a  benefit  concert  for 
Integrity  Boston.  Washburn  Aud.,  Episcopal 
Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  St.  Tickets  ($5Uon- 
ation)  available  at  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  New 
Words  and  Somewhere. 

Bedford,  MA  —  Meeting  of  the  Bedford-Con- 
cord  area  social  club.  7:30  pm.  Call  275-1335 
for  Info.  All  are  welcome. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Three  Clowns,  Boston's 
Lesbian  Theater  Company,  will  perform  "Take 
Another  Look,"  a  circus  collage  of  politics, 
humor,  and  self-reflection.  At  Somewhere,  295 
Franklin  St.  4  pm.  Tickets  are  $3.50  and  are 
available  at  the  door.  For  more  info  call  Molly 
at  661-2537. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Birdwatch¬ 
ing  at  Great  Meadows  in  Concord,  MA.  Cali 
Barbara  (367-0394)  or  Ted  (625-7924). 

Pssbody,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance. 
Dance/party  at  the  Village  Corner  Restaurant. 
135  Washington  St.  9pm-1am.  $2  donation. 
Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM)  Charles  Bedard  interviews  members 
of  the  Gay  Speakers  Bureau.  NEW  TIME:  11am 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  March  on  Al¬ 
bany  planning  committee  to  finalize  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  March  on  Albany  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights,  now  set  tor  April  12-13.  Gay 
Community  Center,  332  Hudson  Ave.  11  am. 
Call  (518)  462-6138. 

16  tues 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NYC  Branch 
of  Powder  Ridge  Conf.  To  plan  NE  Conf.  of 
multinational  lesbian  and  gay  male  feminist 
socialists  to  be  held  at  Powder  Ridge  Sk1 
Area,  Middlefleld,  CT,  May  23-26.  At  NY  Marx¬ 
ist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  For  more  Info  Call 
988-3012.  (People  needed  in  Boston  area  to 
help  publicize  this  conference.  If  interested 
write:  Powder  Ridge  Conf.  Box  512,  Village 
Sta.  NYC  10014. 

25  tues 

Csmbrldgs,  MA  —  Janus  House  resource  net¬ 
work  for  lesbian  mothers  is  sponsoring  an  11 
week  series  of  meetings.  Tuesday  evenings  at 
7:30  pm.  This  week:  Coming  outfcoming  out  to 
children.  Childcare  in  your  home  available  by 
calling  661-2537  one  week  in  advance.  Leave  a 
message  for  Toni  In  Box  348. 21  Bay  St.  $2  per 
evening. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue 
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